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The Possibility of Passing Down Living Practice
in a Negative Historical Legacy:

A Case Study of an Art Project in a Leprosy Sanatorium

MIYAMOTO Yuka

Shiga University
2-5-1 Hiratsu, Otsu-shi, Shiga, 520-0862, JAPAN

In recent years, while moves to preserve and open to the general public diverse forms of
architecture and natural or historic landscapes have gained momentum, negative historical
legacies passed down from generation to generation as memories of events such as wars, di-
sasters, pollution and discrimination have particularly been attracting public interest. Since a
historical legacy involves various factors, controversies over which of those factors should
have light shed upon them have been intensifying. This paper presents a case study of a lep-
rosy sanatorium, which has conventionally been viewed as an example of negative historical
legacy in terms of discrimination.

With regards to previous studies on leprosy sanatoria, it has been pointed out that a ma-
jor drawback is “narratives of suffering are established in an overwhelmingly dominant posi-
tion, forcing various uncollected narratives to be discarded.” In the processes of preserving
and opening to the public a leprosy sanatorium, the question of “how to pass down the posi-
tive experience of the voluntary work of inmates in the leprosy sanatorium, which is apt to be
discarded in the face of increasingly dominant narratives of suffering”, needs to be answered.
This paper attempts to answer this question in a case study of activities to preserve and open
to the public a leprosy sanatorium through an art project held there on the theme of diet. An
analysis of efforts at Café Shiyoru on the theme of tasting Oshima Island, which was one of
the axes for those activities, revealed that they skillfully represented multiple ways of living
practice over diet as voluntary work with pleasure and inherited diverse experiences of the
inmates in the leprosy sanatorium, which had been apt to be discarded. In view of the diversi-
ty of stories narrated by inmates in the leprosy sanatorium, it should be possible to vitalize ef-
forts to express voluntary work through various measures, including art projects.

Keywords: Leprosy Sanatorium, Art Project

55

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



