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Prevention of Early Bolting in Elatum Hybrids of Delphinium by Raising Seedlings at Cool Temperature
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Summary

To develop suitable methods of raising seedlings at cool temperature for Elatum hybrids of Delphinium, effects
of raising temperature of seedlings and stage of seedlings at planting and short photoperiod during cool raising on
prevention of early bolting and number of florets were investigated. Early bolting was almost completely
prevented when seedlings of ‘Blue Springs’ were raised at cool temperatures of 20 °C (day, 12 hrs) and 10 °C
(night). Marketable spikes with more than 30 florets were harvested even at planting in the hot season of August
when seedlings of ‘Blue Springs’ were grown at cool temperatures till the stage with 67 developed leaves. Short
photoperiod (8 hrs) during cool raising increased the number of florets of ‘Magic Fountains Lavender’, but did not
change the number in ‘Blue Springs’. Cooling during night (16 hrs) only decreased the number of floret markedly
in ‘Magic Fountains Lavender’ and slightly in ‘Blue Springs’.
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