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Queer Japan, Queer Asia, Queer Studies
— Teaching Materials for Classes on Gender or Culture —

Jacqueline D. Beebe

Below are teaching materials on gender and sexualities with a particular fo-
cus on Japan and Asia because [ teach English as a foreign language at a univer-
sity in Tokyo. They came out of my research and bilingual presentations I gave
on queer studies when many teachers took turns leading sessions on the topic of
gender or Japanese society. A guessing game surveys the historical and current
cultural and legal situation. An opinion survey has students indicate their own
views and speculate on societal views. Discussion questions and a resource list
invite students to learn more and to examine their own beliefs and lives. Due to
space limitations, the Resource List, which includes Japanese language resources,
is only in the English version of this article.

I will briefly discuss the philosophical/political/pedagogical aims that guided
my materials development. I chose a guessing game quiz format partly because
the realization, “I’ve no idea. I’ve never heard anyone talk about that,” is itself a
powerful teaching on queer invisibility. “Gay” often really means “gay male,”
and my students can usually name several born-male queer public figures but no
female ones, so I included plenty of questions about women.

I wanted to avoid a discourse of “us” studying “them.” Introspective discus-
sion questions deal with the shaping of everyone’s gender performance and sexu-
ality, and students are asked to examine the whole institution of marriage, not
just “gay marriage.” I demonstrate that our students are part of the system for
distributing heterosexual privileges. A quiz question shows that the tuition they
pay is deducted from the salaries of all employees and then unequally distributed
as social benefits to only those members of domestic partnerships who have the
legal right to marry and who acquiesce to Japan’s sexist family name and family

register laws. As an out lesbian who used to be in a long-term relationship, I was
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able to further personalize this “social issue.” I also created quiz questions (de-
leted for this article) on my university’s anti-gay salary policies, the gender nor-
mative discourse in brochures produced by my university, and the number of
members in the Gay Nihon University Mixi on-line community. I recommend
that teachers or students prepare their own locally focused discussion topics.

As an English teacher I’'m happy to see discussions of queer issues turning up
in textbooks, especially when they don’t focus on the usual “ Western” countries.
My quiz highlights pre-and post-colonial Asian queer culture, and the Resource
List includes Japanese and other Asian queer articles, websites, and movies. Since
the message of textbook lessons is often “Society really making it hard gay
people,” the quiz and movie list suggest that yes, queer life can be difficult, but
also fun. Teachers can help redress a bias towards a victim narrative or English-
centric/Eurocentric accounts of gender and sexualities by focusing on both
heteronormative and oppositional discourses and practices in their immediate
societies.

GUESSING GAME FACTS TRUE IN 2006 / 2007
Why Are These Labels So Important?

1. Why do people think that everyone they meet is either a woman or a man?
The Intersex Society of North America says that out of 1.500 or 2,000 /
8,500 or 9.000 children, one child is born with genitals so unusual that

experts are consulted. Some intersex conditions are very subtle or only
show later in life. About [ in 100/ 500/ 1,000 people have bodies differ-
ent from standard male or female bodies.

2. Why do people think that everyone they meet is straight?

- In 1995 10/ 20/ 30 percent of Japanese teenagers said they had been
sexually attracted to the same sex and 10 / 20 / 30 percent said they and
another same sex person had touched each other in a sexual way.

« In Myanmar, Thailand and Laos, between 1% rural / 4% urban and 18% of
young men have had sex with a man.

 In the USA, in around 1993 over 7% of both men and women had felt
homosexual desire. 2% of women said they were homosexual and 3% said
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they were bisexual.
Why do so many people want to think that they are straight?

Men in New York City in 2003: 4% said they were homosexual, 91% said
they were straight/heterosexual, the rest said they were bisexual, unsure,
or didn’t answer. Of the straight men, 5/ 10/ 15 percent had had sex with
a man, but no woman in the past year. There were more straight men hav-
ing sex with men than there were gay men having sex with men: Almost
73/ 85/ 92 percent of the men who had had sex with another man said

they were straight.

3. Homosexuality was taken off the list of mental illnesses in the Japanese
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders in 1994 / 2004 / it’s
still on the list.

4. In 1999 people in 29 countries (only two in Asia) were asked “ Do you

think sexual relations between two adults of the same sex are wrong or not

wrong?” The answers not wrong at all scored 100 points, wrong only
sometimes 67 points, almost always wrong, 33 points, and always wrong 0
points. People had lower scores, meaning they were more strongly against
homosexuality, if they were older, male, had less education, believed in a
personal god, went to church, and were from poorer countries.
Match these country’s average scores (lower score = more homophobia):

Japan Philippines  Netherlands  Germany Australia  USA
8 28 31 41 56 77

Human Rights, Legal Rights

The United Nations passed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
1948. It says that “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”
And “no distinction shall be made” and everyone is “entitled to all the rights and
freedoms.” The idea of human rights is still very new and unclear. For example,
do we have a right to privacy or health care? Many groups are saying that they
also should be treated equally. An example:

5. Article 14 of the Japanese constitution prohibits discrimination based on

‘race, creed, sex, social status or family origin.” In the year 1972 /1994 /
2003 Japan’s Ministry of Justice submitted the Human Rights Protection
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Bill. It said there should be no discrimination because of nine reasons. This
bill was passed in 1998 / 2006 / never.
Which two identities are not on the protected list?

Race (jinken) nationality (minzoku) Belief (shinjoo) Sex
(seibetsu)  Age (nenrei)  Social status (shakkaiteki mibun)  Histori-
cal caste (kadochi = burakumin)  Disability (shogai)  Illness (shippei)
Sexual orientation (seiteki shikoo) Gender identity (gendaa aidentitii)

Is Having Same-Sex Sex a Crime?
There are almost 200 countries in the world.
6. Around 20 /60 / 100 countries prohibit sexual relations between same-sex
consenting adults.
7. Over 5/ 10/ 20 countries have penalties of life imprisonment or death for
same-sex sexual acts. |
8.2/5/9 countries have the death penalty for same-sex sexual acts. In 2007
a 21-year old Iranian man was executed for having sex with other males
his age when he was 19/ 15/ 13 years old. Because of public pressure he
was secretly killed.

9. Japan has / doesn’t have laws against sexual relations between same-sex

consenting adults.
10. In the year 1968 / 1994 / 2006, The United Nations Human Rights Com-
mittee said that laws against same-sex sexual acts between consenting adults

violate the right to privacy.
11. The 2/ 6/ 10 countries in Asia that outlaw sex between men didn’t have
that law until they became a colony of Great Britain / Japan / France.

Discrimination Practiced and Discrimination Prohibited
12.___ was the first country to give rights to queer people in its constitu-
tion. It had an out Supreme Court judge and passed a same-sex marriage
law in 2006.
South Africa  Cuba  Sweden
13. The European Union passed a law prohibiting discrimination in employ-
ment because of sexual orientation in the year 1994 / 2000 / still not passed.
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14. In the year 1994, the Japanese Queer NGO Occur (Akka) won / lost a
court case against the Tokyo government for discrimination because a youth
conference center said that the gay group couldn’t stay there.

15.1n 1997 /2001 / 2005 the Korean National Human Rights Commission
said that the government could not completely prohibit gay websites.

16. In the USA:

« In 1989 a very successful senior woman at a famous international account-

ing company who was not promoted said she was discriminated against for
not being feminine enough. She won / lost her law suit.

- In 2006 a very successful bartender was fired because the casino she worked
at made new rules saying female workers had to wear heavy makeup. She
won / lost her law suit.

- 16/36/76 % of the 500 biggest American companies prohibit discrimina-
tion because of gender identity or gender expression. (86% of those com-
panies prohibit discrimination because of sexual orientation.)

Queer Marriage and Parenting Rights
17. By 2007 five countries allowed same-sex marriage. They were:
Netherlands Belgium Switzerland Spain New Zealand
Norway Mexico  Canada  South Africa
18.2 /12 / 17 countries sometimes give a spouse visa to a partner of a same-

sex marriage. Japan does / doesn’t.

19. Around 21 /37 / 42 countries have national same-sex civil union or part-
nership laws, but with less rights than marriage.

20. The Private School Social Benefits Association that schools and colleges
all over Japan belong to said that they would / would not give pension and

health care benefits to the same-sex spouse of a Canadian marriage.
21.Inthe USA, ___ of the 500 biggest companies and ____of the 100 biggest
law firms give domestic partner benefits. ___ % of the top 50 universities
give domestic partner benefits.
42 80 88 122 269
22.1n 2007 same-sex couples in all European Union countries can / cannot

get married and use that marriage license to travel to or get visas in other
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E.U. countries.

23.14/ 20/ 31 countries in the world let same-same couples adopt children
together or adopt each other’s children.

24, __ countries allow donor insemination for women in a same-sex rela-
tionship and ___ countries (including Japan) prohibit donor insemination

for single women and women in a same-sex relationship.
10 26 32 75

History of Queer Culture and Activist and Social Groups
25. Until the late 1600s / 1800s / 1900s in the West, in the thinking of most
people, there weren’t “ homosexual people,” just “homosexual acts.” In

many countries, having a lesbian or gay identity is still a new idea, al-
though there have probably always been some (or many) people having
homosexual sex and/or falling in love in every culture.

26. The country with the most old writing and art of male same-sex love in all
of world history.
Japan India/Pakistan China Thailand Philippines
Indonesia

27. This country had same-sex marriages for both men and women at several
times in its history.
Japan India/Pakistan China Thailand Philippines
Indonesia

28. This country has same-sex sex scenes carved on some of its most famous
old temples. Many of its greatest poets wrote same-sex love poems which
are now often left out of books of “all” their poems.
Japan India/Pakistan China Thailand Philippines
Indonesia

29. The Asian country where men and women had the same hair styles and
clothes until Westerners complained.
Japan India/Pakistan China Thailand Philippines
Indonesia

30. Between 1933 and 1945 the Nazis arrested over 1,000 / 10,000 / 100,000
people for being queer.
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31. The modern lesbian/gay liberation movement started in 1968-1969 with
events in Paris, Holland, and New York City. These two cities now have or
recently had out gay mayors.

San Francisco Johannesburg Berlin Paris Amsterdam

32. One of the first major out sports stars was probably the greatest tennis
player of all time. Her name is .

33. Country with the world’s biggest Pride Parade/[LGBT Festival, with over
2,000,000 people attending.

Brazil Australia United States
34. Tokyo’s first Gay and Lesbian Parade was in

___, its first Lesbian and
Gay Film Festival was in _____, and its first Asian Queer Film and Video
Festival wasin
1982 1992 1994 2007

35. In December 2007, 4 / 14 / 27 Japanese university circles for sexual mi-
norities had links to their web-pages on the Rainbow College website.

36. About 30/ 100 / 300 people came to a Kuia Gakkai (Japan Association
for Queer Studies) meeting at Tokyo University in October 2007.

37. In the year 2000/ 2003 / 2007 for the first time the LGBT pride festival in
Taipei got money from the city government.

38. The biggest all-Asian gay party was the 2004 Nation party in Singapore
when 3.000 / 8,000 / 15.000 people (mostly men) attended.

39. In the year name__, an out MTF transsexual, was first elected

to the Setagaya-ku Assembly.
2001 2003 2007
Sasano Michiru Otsuji Kanako Kamikawa Aya

40.1n 2005 ____, a member of the Osaka Prefectural Assembly came out as
a lesbian. She ran for the Upper House of the National Diet with the Demo-
cratic Party of Japan (Minshuto) in 2007 and won / lost .
Sasano Michiru Otsuji Kanako Kamikawa Aya

41. The Gay Games is the world’s largest sports and cultural event. It was
started in 1982. The most participants were at the Amsterdam Gay Games
in 1998 when 870 / 14,700 / 21,030 LGBT athletes and musicians partici-
pated.
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42. The Kanto (Tokyo Metropolitan) region has over 10 / 20 / 30 lesbian
baseball teams that have their own tournament. There are very many ski-
ing and snowboarding groups for gay men in Japan.

43. Japan is different from most rich countries because in Japan new HIV
infections are increasing / decreasing and most new HIV infections come

from male-male sex / female-female sex / male-female sex / drug use.

Guessing Game Answers
1. 1,500 or 2,000, 100 2.20, 10, 10, 73 3.1994 4. Japan 28, Philippines
8, Netherlands 77, Germany 56, Australia 41, USA 31 5.2003, never, age,
gender identity 6.60 7.20 8.9, 13 9.doesn’thave 10.1994 11.6,
Great Britain ~ 12. South Africa  13.2000 14.won 15.2001 16. won,
lost, 16 17. Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Canada, South Africa 18. 17,
doesn’t 19.21 20.wouldnot 21.269, 88, 80 22.cannot 23.14 24.
26, 32 25.1800s 26.Japan 27.China 28.India/Pakistan 29. Thailand
30. 100,000 31. Berlin, Paris 32. Martina Navratilova 33. Brazil 34.
1994, 1992, 2007 35.4 36.300 37.2000 38. 8,000 39.2003,
Kamikawa Aya 40. Otsuji Kanako, lost 41. 14,700 42.10 43. increasing,
male-male sex
These facts are from many sources, and especially from these two:

Flying the Rainbow Flag in Asia: http://bangkok2005.anu.edu.au/papers/

Sanders. pdf

LGBT World Legal Wrap up Survey, Daniel Ottosson, 2006, ILGA, Inter-

national Lesbian and Gay Association.

QUESTIONS FOR CONTEMPLATION, DISCUSSION, RESEARCH,AND
WRITING

I. Can you remember when you first consciously realized or tried to under-
stand your own sexual orientation—either straight or queer? At what age did
your friends start acting romantically or sexually interested in the opposite sex?
At what age did they start being careful not to show “too much” affection for
same-sex friends; for example, stop holding hands or sitting close? Have you

ever pretended to be more (or less) interested in the opposite sex than you really
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were; for example, when friends asked about your type or who you liked? Can
you remember when you first realized that not everyone is straight? Did you or
your friends ever insult people by calling them queer, using words such as “okama,
fag, homo/homo, kimoi/gross” ?

2. From a very young age, children are trained in a gender role. They are told,
“Don’t be a baby,” which means either “Be a big boy; don’t cry” or “Be a big
girl; don’t be messy or noisy.” Is the meaning of your name typically masculine
or feminine? Tell some stories of a person or an institution, such as a family
member or a school, policing your gender performance (or the gender perfor-
mance of a sister or brother). For example, “ Girls can’t say ‘boku,”” “Don’t be a
sissy,” “Why don’t you choose this outfit/toy instead?”

3. Name as many famous queer people as you can. What types of people (sex,
jobs, etc.) are or are not presented by the media? What shows or publications do
they appear in? Are they presented as funny, serious, shocking, inspiring, pitiful,
ordinary? Is it a positive or negative image? Do those people directly talk or
write about their sexuality, and if not, how do you know they are queer?

4. Why is one person heterosexual and another homosexual or bisexual? Here
are four common answers. Discuss who often has each opinion and say which
answer or answers you agree with (after more research if necessary):

A)It’s a personal choice; a queer person can become straight if they really
want to. (Could a straight person also become queer if they wanted to?)

B) People are born either straight or queer and can’t change.

C)It’s influenced by experiences in a person’s earliest years and seldom or
never changes later. '

D)Desires and identity are fluid; created in each moment not just by that
person but by the power structure and discourse (things people say and
don’t say, customs, rules, etc.).

5. Give a definition of marriage in the country of ____. Who can get married?
Who can’t get married? Give some examples of marriage rules that have been
different at different times and places. Design a totally new marriage system.
You can have either more or less rules than there are now. Don’t put in a rule if
you can’t explain clearly why that is the best idea. For example, if you decide

that marriage is only for two people, you have to explain why marriages of three
53

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



The Engaged Pedagogy Associ ation

or four people are a bad idea. If you decide that marriage is forever, explain why
that is better than, for example, a one-year renewable contract. Explain why you
will or won’t allow divorce, and for what reasons.

6. Discuss the hard and easy points of living together as a committed couple
in Japan today. Is it harder to be a female-male married couple, male-male do-
mestic partners, or female-female domestic partners? Consider the economic,
legal, and cultural factors, the relationship of the two people and their relation-
ship with others at different ages, and with and without children.

You can use these statistics, which are for Japan, and most for 2006 or 2007 :

One in every four marriages ends in divorce. Only 25% of people in a couple
report satisfaction in bed, only 10% say their sex life is “exciting” and on aver-
age, they have sex 48 times a year. Women are only 1.8% of high-ranking na-
tional public servants and have 10.1 % of managerial positions in business. Women
workers’ average wage is 66.8% of men’s. In 2006 73.2% of men and 48.5% of
women over 15 years old were employed, but men contribute only 12.5% of total
housework and child-rearing hours in marriages. Women have an average of
1.29 children. 80% of the Japanese who kill themselves are men, and most cases
of karoshi (sudden death by overwork) and hikikomori (remaining secluded in a
room with no relation to society) are men. 88% of women in their 20s would
refuse to marry a man who is a temporary worker.

CROSS-CULTURAL IDEAS ABOUT LGB PEOPLE
Here are some ideas about homosexuality and bisexuality that many people
in the USA agree with. On the left side circle either T or F to show what you
think, and on the right show what you believe most people ir Japan think.
1. T F Idon’t know any gay, lesbian or bisexual people. T F
2. T F Homosexuality is abnormal and sick and doesn’t exist in nature. T F
3. T F Homosexuality is a mental illness and can be cured with counseling
and therapy. T F
4. T F Deep inside, lesbians want to be men and gay men want to be
women. T F
5. T F There really are no bisexuals; they just can’t decide or don’t want to
say the truth. T F
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6. T F You can know who is homosexual by the way they move, talk, and
dress, and by their jobs. T F

7. TF LGB people have many sex partners and can’t stay together with one
partner for a long time. T F

8. T F LGB people could become straight if they wanted to. It’s their
choice to be queer. T F

9. T F Most adults who sexually abuse children are gay. T F

10.T F LGB people shouldn’t be parents. Their children will have more
emotional problems than other childrendo. T F

11. T F LGB people shouldn’t be teachers. They’ll sexually abuse students
or try to make the students queer. T F

12.T F Gay men and lesbians could become straight if they had good sex
with a person of the opposite sex. T F

13.T F One homosexual experience as a teenager will have a big influence
on whether a person will become a homosexual when they are an adult.
T F

14.T F If achild lives with gay or lesbian parents that child will probably
become gay or lesbian. T F

15.T F People weren’t having homosexual sex here |in our traditional
towns / in our country| until they were influenced by more modern outsid-
ers. T F

16.T F Homosexual sex is a very bad sin. God doesn’tlikeit. T F

Read This After Answering the Questions

So far, careful scientific research has shown that numbers 1 through 15 are all
false.

About number 16: The Bible can be used to show that the ancient Jews thought
male-male sex was bad, but the Bible also says that many other things that most
Christians now do were bad, and conservative Christians don’t think people go
to hell for doing those other things. In the last few years, conservative religious
and nationalistic groups in many ‘“non-Western” countries have successfully pres-
sured their governments to maintain anti-queer policies, so these ideas are rel-

evant to Asia, too.
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In 2007, 89% of Americans believe “homosexuals should have equal rights
in terms of job opportunities.” Half of all Americans think that either same-sex
marriages or civil unions should be legal and 44% think that there should be no
legal recognition of arrangements between same-sex couples.

This activity is based on one in Tackling Gay Issues in School: A Resource
Module by Leif Mitchell. The Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network of
Connecticut, Planned Parenthood Connecticut, 1998, Watertown, CT.

LEARN MORE: A RESOURCE LIST
Visit these Japanese language websites:
- Rainbow College, a network for Japanese university circles for sexual mi-
norities such as LGBT people: http://rainbowcollege.blog68.fc2.com/
- Japanese queer studies book list: http://www.sukotan.com/shyosek/
shyoseki_top.html
- Messages to Parents, Teachers, and LGBT people at: http://www.sukotan.
com/douseiai_05.html
- Links to many Japanese LGBT websites at Otsuji Kanako’s website: http://
www.otsuji-k.com/link.html
- Kuia Gakkai/Japan Association for Queer Studies: http://queerjp.org/
- Japanese (and Korean) lesbian news, events, queer studies, etc.: http://
www.delta-g.org

Visit these English language websites or read a book:

- Asian queer events, Asian and world news in English and Chinese at Fridae:
Empowering Gay Asia: http://www.fridae.com

» Intersections, an on-line Asian queer studies journal:
Issue 12, Queer Japan: http://[wwwsshe.murdoch.edu.au/intersections/
1ssuel2_contents.html ‘
Issue 14, Of Queer Import(s): Sexualities, Genders and Rights in Asia:
http://wwwsshe.murdoch.edu.au/intersections/issue14_contents.htm

* Flying the Rainbow Flag in Asia, 78-pages on Asian queer history and
human rights: http://bangkok2005.anu.edu.au/papers/Sanders.pdf

* Many papers from the 1% International Conference of Asian Queer Stud-
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ies: http://bangkok2005.anu.edu.au/papers.php

- History of queer Japan (mostly about men) and gay Japanese vocabulary:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality_in_Japan

- History of lesbian Japan, and lesbian vocabulary: Telling Her Story: Nar-
rating a Japanese Lesbian Community: http://www.dijtokyo.org/doc/dij-
jbl6-welker.pdf

- Queer human rights and activism around the world: International Lesbian
and Gay Association, ILGA: http://www.ilga.org

* Queer Theory: An Introduction, by Annamarie Jagose, New York Univer-
sity Press, Washington Square, New York, 1996.

Investigate these queer identities from other Asian countries:
iiban, tongzhi, bakla, waria, kathoey, Tom, Dee, T, lady, hijra, kothi

Visit a center in Tokyo: These places have social events, study groups, guest
speakers, libraries, performance groups, activist activities, etc...
- LOUD for lesbians and bisexual women, in Nakano: http://www.space-
loud.org/loud/modules/about/
- PA/F Space, a feminist space with many queer events, in Waseda: http://
www.pafspace.com/pafspace/index.html
- Akta, a queer community center and gallery in Shinjuku Ni-Chome.
Many groups use it, especially for HIV/AID education: http://

www.rainbowring.org/contact/index.html

Rent a DVD:

English: Brokeback Mountain, If These Walls Could Talk II (Uumanu Rabu
Uumanu), Bound, But I’m a Cheerleader! (Goo Goo Chiyaazu), The Celluloid
Closet, Transamerica, Boys Don’t Cry, Bent, In and Out, The Crying Game,
Breakfast on Pluto, My Beautiful Laundrette, Torch Song Trilogy, The L. Word
(Eru no Sekai), Kissing Jessica, Priscilla: Queen of the Desert, Billy Elliot,
Desert Hearts, The Bird Cage, High Art, Another Country, Maurice, Philadel-
phia, Tartation, Boys on the Side, Capote, Notes on a Scandal (Aru Oboegaki

no Sukandaru), Monster, Hedwig and the Angry Itch, Camp, Go Fish, Ameri-
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can Beauty, De-Lovely

Japanese: Boku wo Okura, Hashu, Hatachi no Binetsu, Love Juice, Mezon Himiko
Other or mixed languages: Farewell My Concubine (Saraba Waga Ai), The Wed-
ding Banquet, Show Me Love, All About My Mother, Bad Education, Saving
Facé, Fire, Bagdad Café, La Cage Aux Folles, Gazon Maudit, Aimée & Jaguar,
Iron Ladies, Beautiful Boxer, The Blossoming of Maximo Olivero
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The Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network of Connecticut, Planned Parenthood Con-
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