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Searching for English Teaching Content
that Reflects Universal Values

Kazuya Asakawa

I. Introduction

All education has some sort of objective. I advocate that an ideal education is
based on a Culture of Peace. It could be taught in various curricula in formal and
non-formal educational settings. To pursue such a pedagogical goal, the materi-
als must reflect universal values, derived from the concepts of a Culture of Peace.
Traditionally the contents of English teaching include knowledge of language
and cultures. Considering English teaching materials, the specific content such
as Business English is featured and ESP, English for Specific Purposes, is the
recent trend. However I would like to assume the content of English classes
should be more comprehensive, creating a foundation for citizenship. The Cul-
ture of Peace can be a universal principle toward our common future. This paper
discusses how the ideals of a Culture of Peace can be implemented as part of

English teaching curriculum.

II. On the Culture of Peace

The Culture of Peace is a significant achievement of international society.
The United Nations declared the year 2000 as the International Year of the Cul-
ture of Peace and the decade from 2001 to 2010 as the International Decade for a
Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World. UNESCO is
the lead agency and UN member states are responsible for promoting it. How-
ever the institutional mechanism to implement the Culture of Peace was not es-
tablished and financial support was not given due to opposition from the United
States of America and the European Union.

The Culture of Peace is defined as “a set of values, attitudes, modes of be-

havior and ways of life that reject violence and prevents conflicts by tackling
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their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation among in-

dividuals, groups and nations.” (UN Resolutions A/RES/52/13: Culture of Peace

and A/RES/53/243, Declaration and Program of Action on a Culture of Peace).

For peace and non-violence to prevail, we need to:

a. Promote peaceful settlement of conflicts, mutual respect and understanding
and international cooperation;

b. Comply with international obligations under the Charter of the United Na-
tions and international law;

¢. Promote democracy, development and universal respect for and observance
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms:;

d. Enable people at all levels to develop skills of dialogue, negotiation, consen-
sus-building and peaceful resolution of differences;

e. Strengthen democratic institutions and ensuring full participation in the de-
velopment process;

f. Eradicate poverty and illiteracy and reducing inequalities within and among
nations;

g. Promote sustainable economic and social development:

h. Eliminate all forms of discrimination against women through their empower-
ment and equal representation at all levels of decision-making;

1. Ensure respect for and promotion and protection of the rights of children;

J- Ensure free flow of information at all levels and enhancing access thereto;

k. ncrease transparency and accountability in governance;

I Eliminate all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance;

m. Advance understanding, tolerance and solidarity among all civilizations,
peoples and cultures, including towards ethnic, religious and linguistic mi-
norities;

These values sought by the international society should be implemented in
the content of every sphere of education, across formal and non-formal settings.
They should be in the content of English teaching material.

The curriculum for a Culture of Peace has not been created yet. We can see
some potential at the United Nations Cyberschoolbus', the website created by
the UN Department of Public Information for educational purposes. It shows
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many concrete examples of issues such as;

AIV/AIDS Girl Child

Biodiversity Globalization Governance
Child Labour Human Rights

Child Soldiers International Law

Children’s Rights Preventing Conflicts

Climate Changce Peacekeeping Poverty
Disarmament Drug Refugees

Abuse Renewing the United Nations
Education Technology

The poverty section is translated into Japanese and is accessible at the do-
main of the United Nations Information Centre. The plan explains the background
of the issue, the procedures for classroom activities and the implications for com-
munity service’. UNICEF also developed “The curricula and materials should
ensure that learners can read, use numbers and be able to use life skills in real
life. The latter should include knowledge about rights, gender, health, HIV/AIDS
prevention and peace.” ?

III. Textbooks for English Teaching

Authentic English teaching methodologies and teaching materials implies
language matters. Muranoi et al (2001) list the items such as 1. Pronunciation,
2. Letters and Writing System, 3. Vocabulary, 4. Grammar, 5. Situation and Func-
tion, 6. Discourse, 7. GP and RP” (pp.24-36).

The selection of teaching material reflects the purpose of education. Takanashi
(2007:24) states the purpose of English teaching is “beyond time and space, which
contributes to human development.” However he assumes both practical and
cultural aspects as part of it. The cultural aspects include intellectual achieve-
ment, and cross-cultural and language matters. Ito (1994) also discusses lan-
guage materials and language activity as quoted by Harold E. Palmer that lan-
guage learning is “human activities expressing idea and understanding” (p.32)
but it is too vague.

The contents of the teaching materials are usually discussed in relation to the

Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Co-
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operation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms by UNESCO (1974). Takanashi (2007) also accepts the recommenda-
tion as one aspect of education for International Understanding. However, he
points out that the present practices are “limited to cultural exchange™ (p.153).
He also suggests “there is vast possibility to teach about NGOs” (p.159). Above
all, introductory books for future teachers only consider the content of English
classes a language and cross-cultural exchange. So there is limitation.

On the contrary, Aoki (1988) places the contents from a cross-cultural under-
standing, humanistic and language perspective. For him English teaching is hu-
manistic, topics such as “school life, nature, public pollution, jobs, fight for dis-
crimination™ (75) are taken up. He has been an advisor for the annual National
Conference on Educational Research of the Japan Teachers Union and one of the
authors of a junior high school textbook which contains materials that have been

socially criticized.

IV. The perspectives from Grassroots
The perspectives claimed by New English Teachers Association are similar
to Mr. Aoki’s. Their efforts to bring valuable materials to the students are vital.
These grassroots efforts are parallel to the international trends that generate ide-
als of a Culture of Peace. They assume the material should 1. Engage people’s
problems, 2. contribute to peace and social progress, 3. enhance international
solidarity. The contents selected should reflect the following perspectives to make
students (1992:190-191):
* be actors of their daily life, the content should be deeply rooted in their life.
* think about war and peace; promote understanding of the horror of war and
responsibilities of a perpetrator, and the importance of peace.
* be angry at oppression and discrimination, aim for the independence of a
nation and solidarity of emergent nation.
» understand that the history of the people was built upon the labor and coop-
eration of human beings.
e know the wonder of nature and scientific facts, understand the importance of
natural and environmental preservation.
* have high artistic quality.
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* understand the greatness of language and its problems

* know the similarity and differences of their own culture and others to build
respect for each other.

*» understand issues on women, the people of developing countries such as Asia,

Africa and Latin America, the minority, and the poor.

* deal with the marvel of love for humanity and the ways of life.

Teaching English is not merely teaching about language or culture. Teachers
have been seeking materials based on the above points. Just after World War 11,
the English teaching materials were mostly about US middle-class families. How-
ever, teachers created materials which had pedagogical as well as ethical values.
The speech by Martin Luther King, Jr. or The Diary of Anne Frank are typical
examples. Recently, the speech on environmental issues by Severn Suzuki who
spoke at the UN Earth Summit at 1992 in Rio De Janeiro and articles on people
who work for international cooperation are in junior or senior high school text-
books. Regretfully, materials from literature are decreasing, though there are many
good materials, besides situational conversation, such as on shopping or asking
for directions. The present junior and senior high school textbooks contain many
materials that deal with social issues. The characters in the lesson are more di-
verse such as Japanese students, people from Asia or Africa, Japanese descen-
dants from South America and so on. That shows the shift away from Anglo-

oriented English teaching materials towards more diversity.

V. Topics in the Course of Study

Schools in Japan follow certain Courses of Study (Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology). The goal of foreign language teaching
is as follows; “To develop students’ basic practical communication abilities such
as listening and speaking, deepen the understanding of language and culture, and
foster a positive attitude toward communication through foreign languages.”
Furthermore, the language materials and language activities that should be used
are indicated. Although most of the content covers language materials and activi-
ties, notes on the content are also added. In teaching the contents, consideration
should be given to the following:
A Materials that are useful in enhancing the understanding of various ways of
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seeing and thinking, cultivating a rich sensibility, and enhancing the ability to

make impartial judgements.

B Materials that are useful in deepening the understanding of the ways of life
and cultures of Japan and the rest of the world, raising interest in language
and culture, and developing respectful attitudes to these elements.

C Materials that are useful in deepening international understanding from a broad
perspective, heightening students™ awareness of being Japanese citizens liv-
ing in a global community, and cultivating a spirit of international coopera-
tion.”

Concepts such as diversity, fairness, international understanding and interna-
tional cooperation in the Courses of Study required by the Ministry of Education
are similar to the ideals of the Culture of Peace. The Course of Study has a patri-
otic orientation though could be a legitimate base to promote a Culture of Peace
in English teaching.

VI. Designing the content of the textbook
Previously, English teaching materials were mostly adopted from British and

American literature, although we published textbooks that dealt with global is-
sues. Our ideals are that English teaching can foster an attitude of concern for the
problems on environment, development, human rights and peace. We believed in
searching for appropriate materials. However, textbooks become out of printin a
short time. It means that a textbook is a commodity which is consumed and
thrown away. Our textbook* dealt with current news English, with updated con-
tents. Now I believe the contents should cover universal values and may not
become obsolete so quickly. The following is the Table of Contents of the text-
book, A World in Common/Global Perspectives for the Future, which we pub-
lished. Subjects considered the environment, development, human rights and
peace.

1 Endangered Animals

2 Human Diversity

3 Threatened Languages and Cultures

4 Volunteer Overseas

5 Crossing Boarders
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6 Social Barriers

7 Child Labor

8 Medical Ethics

9 Tourism’s Impacts

10 Working for War

11 Clean Transportation

12 Women’s in Society

13 Problems with Ecotourisim
14 Indigenous Rights

15 Living with Dignity

16 Immigrant Workers

17 Education for Empowerment
18 Food and Technologies

19 War’s Legacies

20 World Links

VII. Conclusion

Teaching materials are not complete in and of themselves. They are devel-
oped through interaction between a teacher and a learner in class. Where learn-
ing occurs together, emotions and ideas raised are inspired by the materials. Teach-
ing materials are not daily commodities. They engage the learner and the society
and the content can influence values universally beyond time and place.

My experience in editing textbooks changed my perspective. Initially, I thought
finding an appropriate English teaching resource was of prime importance. How-
ever, teaching materials are not ready by merely editing the resources. The mate-
rial is developmental. Grassroots teachers have generated varieties of materials
based on their frameworks. They have developed their frameworks from class-
room practices. Sharing the process, to know how things grow is significant.
Collaborative work is necessary to reveal universal values that should be in-
cluded as the content of the teaching materials. A common framework is neces-
sary in sharing materials as social property. Thus materials {or teaching becomes
not a commodity but cultural heritage. The ideal of a Culture of Peace can be the

foundation of universal values English Teaching Content.
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Notes

' United Nations Cyberschoolbus
http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/briefing/topics/toverview.htm (2008.10.30)
United Nation Information Center
http://unic.or.jp/kids.htm (2009.1.11)
http://www.unic.or.jp/poverty/O1teach/01tea.htm (2009.1.11)
Best Practices and Strategies:Content
http://www.unicef.org/teachers/compendium/practices2.htm (2008.10.30)
A World in Common. (2000). Sansyusya
Encountering Our World Heritage. (2001). Sansyusya
Exploring Our World Heritage. (2001). Sansyusya
Taking Action on Global Issues. (2002). Sansyusya.
Inspiring English, Reading Activity Book. (2003). Kinseido.
Inspiring English 2, Listening Activity Book. (2004). Kinseido.
Inspiring English 3, Productive Activity Book. (2006). Kinseido.
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' United Nations Cyberschoolbus http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/briefing/topics/
toverview.htm (2008.10.30)

PEELSRT Y —

http://unic.orjp/kids.htm (2009.1.11) http://www.unic.orjp/poverty/01teach/Oltea.htm

(2009.1.11)

Best Practices and Strategies: Content

http://www.uniceforg/teachers/compendium/practices2.htm(2008.10.30)

"DVD R S EER Ty 2 AXFRIEHEO A —F ) H AT
RET 7 2 T A=AXFE /T E /BB R TH =%
BADH~ 12O PEMNREEY I N Tili» /it O A —F 1 2003 “£B
=B

> A World in Common- Global Perspectives for the Future ((8 5358 « 7 0—/N)LIZH
A %) HERE. 20002 H, =84
Encountering Our World Heritage (Re 59838 - H5LEE S OIS W) #HiFEE. 2001
2 A, ={&%k Exploring Our World Heritage (R85 8538 - ILEFE# KT %) 1
M. 2000 2 A, =&t
Taking Action on Global Issues (R85 9558 - HIERITTICE L TEE2) HiEE. 2002
F2H. ZEH
Inspiring English, Reading Activity Book (1) —F ¢ > X A% —d—2) HfmE.
2003422 A, @h
Inspiring English 2, Listening Activity Book, (1) AZ 27T A Y — 11— X — i T
BE<HSRERS) HARE. 200441 B, &8
Inspiring English 3, Productive Activity Book (45 4 > 7 X AY —1—R) Him
=, 20060E1 . &42%

BEH - Lk} 3
HEFE (05 (001 TRBSFIERIFFIED Rt
BRI 5 (1994) THROBL Vs | — L ik
BAUESE S (007 TH: - SHEHH W) S2%

=158

AR (1974) T[EIRRERAR, [EIRStHS, ERO-0 OEEL T AER EA
NEBIZET 2 5HF ICET 2 84

=]

AR (1983) TIEHEEE AM 5tk
MIVGEBEIER (1992) TEFEOLEENZT D) ZREHIR

jun ]
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MEEREE (1993) TH SR f s g A
SEFIOLE =T < 2w (2000) TF 11O b S R O XA~ SERISL

FAROPEIZD > TEHENOBEHZBERE WL W L, FNHIIHEDE
WETL . ARIZE ST,
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