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Abstract

Since the late 1990s, ‘Digital Divide’ has been a critical social issue in United States. To struggle to bridge the
digital divide in community, many community people started grass-roots activity called Community Technology
Center (CTC). CTC is a community center that provides access and education to new information and
communication technologies for community members at low or no cost. At present, there are over 600 CTCs in
United States. Among of these, we can find a peculiar activity introducing media arts in their programs.

In this short thesis, 1 examine special features of media arts program through the case study of Street-Level Youth
Media in Chicago. In the study, following special features are extracted: ‘viewing ICT as new art forms’ , ‘an
education model to facilitate teamwork and self-esteem’ , ‘acquiring multiple media literacy’ , ‘expressing as
alternative media’ , and ‘creating conversations in the community . These features will avoid people of
underserved community become permanent ‘have-nots . At the same time, they will lead underserved people to
participate in social practice in de-construction / re-construction of oppressed ‘reality’ surrounding them.

As the conclusion, I examine introduction of some features of media arts program into local community

information projects in Japan.
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