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Abstract

"Digital divide" is one of the social problems produced by recent innovations in information
technology. This study examines whether differences exist in people's attitudes toward the digital divide
among social groups in terms of sex, age, class, and those who use and those who do not use information
devices (e.g., computers, cellular phones). The logic of our analyses is based on the concept "rational
ignorance" discussed by Hashimoto (2001), which refers to people's conscious selection of "not" using
information devices. This may reflect the fact that Japanese people were not so aware of the seriousness of
the digital divide at the time of his analysis. Given continuing innovations in information technology, it
would be more meaningful to examine more recent Japanese attitude towards the digital divide. We
examine this attitude by using panel data collected across Japan in 2001 and 2003. We also consider some
changes between 2001 and 2003, examining whether people's use and disuse of information devices
and/or status mobilization affected their attitude. Moreover, we analyze whether there is a group(s) who
increased their concerns about the digital divide and, if there is, who they are. The main finding shows that
there is no significant difference in people's attitude toward the digital divide among any groups, and it is
also the case even if we consider the changes between 2001 and 2003 (except for a few minor exceptions).
Finally, we discuss what the finding means with reference to uniquely Japanese innovations in information

~ technology.
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