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Producing “Placeness” with Web-GIS in Community Informatics
— A Case Study of “Hagi Whole-Town Museum” and HAGIS —
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Abstract

Community definition has been discussed with the following two elements: “communality” and “locality”. Focusing on these
two elements, community development practice has been conducted in many areas. Community development is a practice to
change community environment to improve quality of life of its residents. When community development meets information and
communication technologies, it turns out to be Community Informatics (CI). Some CI practices use spatial data with Geographical
Information System (GIS). With Asset-Based Community Development approach, CI project maps asset data on GIS map to create
an integrated image of a community. In this paper, a hypothetic model for creation of strong locality with GIS tool in the Community
Informatics practices along with the study in human geography field is constructed. With the strategic model for a creation of locality,
its usefulness through the case study of the Hagi Whole-Town Museum project in Hagi city, Yamaguchi prefecture is examined. As a
conclusion, there is a high possibility in effectiveness of the model but there will be further research needed to verify the model with
more detailed quantitative and qualitative researches.
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