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called  the  Strait of  Magellan-he asked  the Lord  to

guide his way.  And  when  his fieet reached  Guam  it

was  with  Magellan's blessing that Holy  Crosses

were  raised  on  deck and  pTayers  intoned. In part,

it was  Magellan's religious  enthusiasm  that led to

his death in the Philippines less than  two  months

after  he left Guam.  When  those Filipinos on

Mactan  refused  to accept  Christianity, he  person-

ally-and  stupidly-led  an  attack  to subdue  them

which  proyed to be his demise. Magellan, seme

historians centend,  
`tsuffered

 from Teligious

hvsterie." .

  Magellan's will  offers  a  final illsight into his

veiled  character.  Ameng  other  things, it stated  that

on  the day of  his burial "three

 poor men"  should

be clothed  and  fed, We  do not  know,  but assume

this wish  was  honored  after  the  remaining  men

returned  finally to Spain.

  Among  Magellan's  contemporaries  enly  ardent

adrnirer  Antonio Pigafetta has left a  memorable

epitaph:  
"So

 noble  a captain;  he was  more

constant  than anyone  else  in adversity.  He endured

hunger better than  all the  others,  and  better than

any  [nan  in the world  did he understand  sea  charts

and  navigatien,  The  best proof of  his geniusis that

he circumnavigated  the world,  none  having

preceded hirn."
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and  there were  also  three islanders who  survjved

with  them.  Later at Seville, Del Cano  ied the group

to the Shrine of  Santa  Maria  de  la Antigua  for

prayers. They  were  described as  a  ghastly lot,

unrecognizable  from those who  had left three

years befere. Although  none  had yet reached  the

age  of  ferty, they  all appeared  iike old  men  after

their expeTience.

  What  kind of  a  man  was  Ferdinand Magellan?

FTom  the day of  his birth in 1480  he appears  to

have been  a  
"ha]f-veiled

 figure, indistinct, unclear,

and  whatever  his surroundings,  no  rnore  thun

practically defined." This description was  written

by his biographer, Daniel Hawthorne,  and  explains

the difficulty of  an)t' historjcal quest to discover

the human  side  of  the man  who  carne  to Guam

some  468  years ago  with  his trio of  weather-beaten

and  slovenly-ciewed  ships,  He- was  about  41 years
old  when  he  got to Guam,and  other  than  the  fact

that the wore  a beard, and  was  
"short

 of  stature",

w'e- don't know  very  mueh  about  his physical
Hppearance,  He  walked  with  a limp as he moyed

about  the deck of  his fiagship, since  years earlier

while  fighting for Portugal in tlte Far East a  lance

had seyered  a  tendon  behind his left knee, laming

him  for life. Mage]ian's enemies  called  him  
L`old

clubfoot."  He was  married  at  the time  he  arrived

at Guam  to a  woman  named  Beatrice. It was  an

arranged  marriage,  and  she  was  a wealthy  heiress

fTom  one  of  the  rich  Spanish families who  sup-

ported  his expedition.  Beatriee seems  to be the

on]y  femaie that histery records  as shaTing  his bed

which  makes  one  wonder  if Mage]Ian married  for

love or  money.

  Magellan reportedly  loved to talk abeut  naviga-

tion and  expleration  with  the leading astfonomers,

sailoTs,  and  maprnakers  of  his day, but otherwise

he was  a man  of  yery  few werds,  When  he did

speak  he  was  blunt and  te the point. His sense  of

humor  was  crude.  Once, when  attacked  from

behind by a  would-be  assassin,  the alert  Magellan

spun  aTound,  drew  hjs sword,  and  swiftly  infiicted

several  head wounds  on  the suTprised  man,  He

then  stopped  his defense  abrupt]y,  pointed to his

own  crippled  leg, and  repeated  for the mangled

kEIZff\ftdi-, l989ili1fi

assailant  an  old  European proverb:  
"Lame

 lambs

never  sieep  for fear of  wolves,"

  
"Man

 of  action"  is undeubtedly  the best phrase

for describing Magellan. He  never  hesitated to

make  a  bQld rnove,  Witness his behayier when

mutiny  threatened  him  on  the voyage  and  he

smashed  it, ordering  death for several  of  the

instigators. Juan  de Cartagena who  conspired

against  him  was  a high-ranking  Spanish nobleman,

and  he left him  marooned  on  the tip of  South

America,  Yet, at the same  time Magellan was

compassionate.  Pjgafetta recounts  that  when  his

erewmen  suffered  during their hundred  and  ten

day  transpaclfic voyage,  he  took pity upon  them

and  daily tended  the sick,  He  col]ected  the per-

sonal  effects  of  the dead to return  to Spain, He  fed

those  who  were  toe  weak  to sit up  and  eat,  even

though  the food was  rotten-old  bisquits stained

yellow  with  Tat  urine,  pounded  maggots  and  hot

water.

  The  compassion  that Magellan showered  upDn

his crew  howeyer, did not  extend  to the

Chamorros  he met  at  Guam,  Canoeloads of  the

islanders swept  over  the Yictoria and,  finding the

crew  so  weak  from  starvation  that  they  could  not

protest much,  they  toQk  many  items from  aboard

the vessels,  including the small  skiff  which  was

trailing behind the 7>'inidad. Magellan ordered  the

stronger  crewmen  te open  fire with  their  eross-

bows. and  seyeTal  islandeis were  killed as the group

fled from  the  ships.  On  the following day more

were  kilied ashore  when  the skiff  was  recoyered

and  fresh previsions were  procured, During  the

three days that the Spanish were  here on  Guam  we

do net  know  exaetly  what  happened  or  how  many

pcople were  killed because Pigafetta did not

precisely Tcco;d  it, and  Magellan's peTsonal papeTs

were  lost during the remainder  of  the voyage,  but

certainly  Magellan, who  is honored as Guam's

djscoverer, is a]so  the first European  te erder  the

killing of  Chamorros.

  Magellan, while  both lethal and  compassionate,

was  also  a religieus  man.  While  in Spain  preparing

for kis voyage.  he regularly  attended  Mass on  at a

nearby  cathedral.  While sea;ching  fer the water-

way  between  the Atlantic  and  Pacific Oceans-now
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Tuamotu  group, in the present-day Cook  Islands.

Magellan was  unable  to land, but the crew  did

catch  some  fish, He  must  have passed  subsequently

within  a hundred  miles  of  the  Marshalls, although

he never  spotted  any  other  tand. Again,  the  most

poignant description of  the difficulties and  suf-

fering cornes  from the pen of  Pigafetta/

  
"We

 entered  the Pacific Sea where  we  remained

three months  and  twenty  days.., we  ate  only  old

bisquit turned  to powder  all fuli of  worrns  and

stinking  ...  and  we  drank wateT  impure  and

yellow. We  ate  also  ox  hides from the ship's  rigg-

ing, which  were  very  hard because of  the sun,  rain

and  wind,  We  left them  for days  in the  sea, then

laid them  for a short  time on  einbers  and  so  we  ate

thern. And  of  the rats  which  were  sold  for half a

crown  each,  some  of  us  could  not  get enough.

Scurvy caused  the gums  of  most  of  our  men  to

swell  above  and  below so  that they could  not  eat.

And  in this way  29  of  them  died,.., Besides  those

who  djed, 25 or  30 fell stick  to yarious  diseases

whether  of  the  arms  er  the  legs, or  ef  othef  parts

of  the body, so  that there remained  ver)'  few

heaithy men,"

  To  this day it seems  incredib]e that the group

ceuld  have come  all the  way  ac;oss  to Guam

without  sighting  any  land other  than  the two  small

islands already  mentioned-and  which  Magellan's

men  named  
"the

 Islands of  Misfortune" since- they

were  unable  to  land. In retrospect,  however, it

might  have been fortunate that they  did not  sight

some  Qf  the  coral  atolls  of  the Marshalls especially

because in their weakened  state  the crew  might

not  have  been abie  to handle the bulky Wctoria

adroitly  enough  to avoid  being wrecked  on  the

treacherous reefs.

   Final]y they  raised  the Marlanas:  
"We

 dis-

eovered  on  Wednesday,  6 March, a small  island to

the  noithwest  and  two  others  toward  the south-

west,  one  of  which  was  higher and  larger than  the

other  twe. . . ." By  this time the  crewmen  were  so

weak  that maneuvering  the Victoria  was  difficult.

For  rnany  days they  had  been trailing a  smaSl  skiff

behind  the  7)inidad  to enable  them  greater ease  at

disembarking at  any  island they  would  chance  to

jNNLIiFfiiE2:iii, IYUV#1A

find in their woeful  state.  It is net  known  precisely

where  he landed, but theught now  that it was

somewhefe  along  the northwest  ceast  of  Guam.

The ChamorTos swarmed  over  the three ships  and

had  to be beaten off.  They  took  the skiff.

Magellan went  ashore  with  a small  party  the next

day and  go it back,  and  a}so  kuled and  bumed  to

teach  
"los

 ladrones" (the thieyes-fer  whom  he

named  the islands) a lesson,

  On  9 MaTch  the little fieet departed Guam  and

sajled  westward,  Within a week  they  discoyered

SamaT  lsland in the Philippines. After saying  the

first Mass ashore  and  claiming  the  place for Spain,

Magellan began spreading  the Holy  Gospel among

the  Filipinos who  seemed  willing  to embrace  it.

But  then  tragedy  befell the group whieh  by  now

had.become  $trengly  united  as a result  of  their

long and  arduous  ordeal.  At Mactan  Island near

Cebu, Magellan became invoiyed in local rivahies

with  his Filipino hosts. Seme  greups had taken  to

Christianity and  others  had not,  and  Magellan  was

persuaded to lead a fighting party against  a  bel-

ligerent chief.  With  48 men  in knee-deep water,

beyond  the range  of  his ships'  firepower, he faced

ever  a  thousand  native  lancers; a very  foolish

move,  He fell and  was  kil}ed-along with  a number

of  others-on  27 April 1S21 ,
 and  his body  was  not

recovered.  Pigafetta wrete  of  Magellan's final

moments:  
"A]l

 at  ence,..they  slew  our  mirrer,

our  light, our  cemfert  and  our  true guide."

   Incredibly, after  some  Teerganization  the

voyage  continued.  The  Concepeion  was  leaking

 badly and  so  had to be scuttled.  The  T7inidad

under  the command  of  Jaoa Lopez  Carvalhe

headed  back  into  the Pacific homebound,  but was

Iater captured  and  interned by  the Portuguese. But

the  Victoria with  the  former mutineer  Sebastian

Del Cano  as  captain,  pressed  onward  across  the

 Indian Ocean toward the Cape ef  Good  Hope.

They  encountered  storfns  and  fears froTn the

Portuguese during the rest  of  their nine  month,

 ll,OOO mile  tTip. But they  got home  to Spain. It

was  alrnost  three yea;s since  the voyage  had

started  when  the Yictoria again  pu!led  into the

mouth  of  the Guadalquivir  River  at San Lucar de

Barrameda. Only  18 of  the original  crew  remained,
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succeedcd,  on  orders,  in

Mendoza.  The  third 
'

Concepcion was  also  seized

ships,  Trinidad  and

one  afternoon,  Magellan

tional captain's  
'`right

 of

down  the mutiny,  and

ships.

  Pigafetta described the
`'Mepdoza

 was  killed by

and  quartered. .,,  Quesada
and  then  was  quartered,''
including the sympathizer

were  condemned  to death

hard labor after  swearing

Captain Cartagena and  a

rooned  as  punishment,

his authoritv  once  and  for         .

again  questioned throughout

voyage,  A  weaker.  more

falied at  that point,

  During the winter  stay  at
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sent  the Santiago to search  for provisions  and  to

try te locate a passage thTough to the Pacific.

Then, near  Rio  Sant3 Cruz, just south  of  San

lulian, on  3 May  1520, the  Santiago -'as  wrecked

in a storm,  but the  crew  made  it to shore  and  most

of  the provisions were  saved.  Mageilan then

resolved  to stay  the rest  of  the winter-only  about

a month-at  Rio Santa Cruz,

   On  2l October they  set  out  again  and  Esteban

Gomez  who  was  Captain of  the San Antonio, and

who  hated Magellan,  deserted and  retuTned  across

the Atlantic to Spain. But  Magellan,  undaunted,

pressed  on  and  passed  through the straits  which

no-'  bear his name  with  a fleet efthrce  remaining

ships-71rinidad,  Concepeion, and  Victoria-and

entered  the Pacific on  28 November  1520.

  The  Pacific was  unusually  kind to Magellan that

fateful year. He  had fair winds  ciuring the whole

cros.sing.  Two  and  a half months  out  they  sighted

tsN'o small  unSnhabited  islands which  have since

been identified as  Puka  Puka  and  Caroline of  the
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  Only  the hard iest of  adventurers  would  think  of

making  such  a  trip in vessels  like these today.  The

la rgest  one  would  be about  the size  of  the tugboats

which  operate  today  in Apra Harbor. The  cele-

brated Guam  ship  modeler  G. G. Anderson  who

has censtructed  the most  accufate  modei  of  the

Victoria ever  rnade,  and  who  has studied  the

voyage  for many  years, calls the ships  
"ugly

 and

uncomfortable,  and  not  of  a  good  design for long

sea  veyages,  They  were  stubby,  smal],  and  more

suited  for cargo  than people."

  The  group left Spain  on  20  September  1519.

and  sailed  for the Canar}i Islands in the Atlantic.

From  the start  of  the  voyage  there were  diffi-

culties.  The  ships'  crews  consisted  of  SpaniaTds,

Basques, Portuguese, ltalians, French, Germans,

Flemings, Greeks, and  one  Enghshman,  Friction

soon  developed between  Magellan, a Portuguese,

and  his captains,  all  Spaniards, Coasting down  the

east  coast  of  South America, exploring  e\ery  bay

and  estuary,  the  food ran  short.  Supplies for the

voyage  wefe  inadequate;  swindieTs  in Spain had

short-changed  the  provisions.

  Sailing with  the  group aboard  the Trinidad, was

the young  gentleman-scholar Antonio Pigafetta

who  had talked his way  aboaTd  as chromcler.  His

motivation  was  gimple'  
t`I

 determined ,,.  to

experience  and  to  go,,.that  it might  be told th2t

I made  the voyage  and  saw  wrth  my  eyes  the

things. .., and  that I might  win  a famous  name..

, 
"
 Pigafetta did gain his fame  for all time,

although  not  riches  in great store,  He  survived  the

voyage  and  wrote  the most  inforrnative history of

the eyent.  Almost  everything  we  know  today

about  this first circumnavjga!ion  comes  from  his

pen, Pigafetta recerded  shipboard  gossip and

conspiracy  arnong  the Spanish efficers  and  men.

They  accused  Magellan absuFdly  of  planning  to

cast  away  the entire  fleet, and  oNuring  on  King

Carlos for years  in vain  hopes of  reaching  the spice

islands via  the  Antartjc.

  Magellan reaehed  the BTazilian coast  near

Purnambuco,  and  explored  the estuary  of  the Rio

de la Plata. His fieet stayed  the winter  at Porl San

Julian surviving  on  ]umited rations.  and  at the first

1<Slz ff#X  gy. I989 #: l n
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     AMedel  ot  the  Victoria by G, G, Anderson,

signs  of  spring,  Captain Luis de Mendoza  of  the

IGctoria and  Captain Juan de Cartagena of  the  San

Antonio , urged  the reinstitution  of  full rations  and

an  immediate  return  to Spain; they  were  cold,

hungry and  discouraged, and  wanted  te go heme,

  On  Palrn Sunday l520  Magelian tested the

loyalty of  his gToup by surnmoning  al! captains

and  officers  to attend  Mass  ashore,  and  then to

dine with  him  afterwards  in his comrnand  cabin.

But nebody-save  his kinsrnan Mazquita-ac-

cepted.  He could  see  clearly  the gravity ef  the

situation  and  directly devised plans to  deal with  it,

Then, on  2 April the mutinying  officers,  including

Lieutenant Sebastian Del Cano, took  possession ef

three ships  and  sent  Magellan a message  that they

no  longer would  recognize  him  as  Captain-General,

By  sheer  audacity,  wit,  and  the ability  to seize

oppoTtunities,  Magellan led a boarding party to the

San Antonio, took  the ship,  and  put her Captain,

Juan de Cartagena, in shaekles.  At the same  tin}e

he sent  a  special  messenger  to  the V)etoria who

                      NII-Electronic  



The Pacific Society

NII-Electronic Library Service

The  PacificSociety

 Journal of  The Pacific Society1 JaRuary  l98Y k1  )-  iVZ  
-

FERDINAND MAGEILAN:

THE MAN  WHO

THE

INTRODUCED

MARINER AND

GUAM  TO EUROPE

          by

Dirk Anthony

  Professor of

"t"cfoReslaR Aree

Bailendorf

lt:slory and  M]c;onesLon  Slvddes

 REseo,[h CenleF, Uniwefs,ty ef  Guom

  Ferdinand  Magellan, the Portuguese mariner  in

command  of  the  first expedition  to circumnavigate

the globe and  to discover  Guarn in the process, is

one  of  the most-remembered  mariners  of  all time.

But while  he is well-remembered,  he is not  well-

known;  that is, his `thuman

 side"  is not  well-

known,  PeThaps is this year-the 468  anniversary

of  his circumnavigation-we  can  take another  look

at Magellan  and  consider  particulaTly his human

side.  What  was  he like as a  man?  Was  he Teligious?

Compassionate? For the answers  to these and

attending  questions,  we  must  look  at his famous

voyage,  and  aLso  what  we  know  abeut  his everyday

life,

  Magellan Iived diuring the Rennaissance-a

wonderful  period te have experienced-and  he

embarked  upon  a bold and  ceurageous  voyage

during which  he rnade  the supreme  sacrifice.  His

was  a golden age  for mariners  and  navigators.

Prince Henry  ef  Portugal led the world  in the

contemporary  ocean-going  technology, and

schoolboys  of  the time  aspired  to be explorers

who  would  said  the great seas  and  discover new

lands. Magellan himself went  to the East Indies

several  times by both the land Toutes  acToss  the

fnuslim  Middte East and  by the waLer  rottte  around

the  south  African  Cape  ef  Good  Hepe,  and  hence

formulated proposals  for a  voyage  te find yet

another  alternate  rolite  to the East Indles, one

which  would  be swifter  and  smoother,  and  which

weuld  go in the opposite  direction. (It is worth

noting  here that ne  intelligent person  of  that day

believed the world  to be flat.) But Portugal's King

Emmanuel  would  not  support  Magellan's plans  fer

the veyage  and  so  he turned  to rival  Spain and  its

young  King Carlos I. He  met  with  keen inteTest.

His belief that a new  route  could  be found  was

strong  and  so  he switched  nations  and  becamea

Spanish citizen,  and  on  22 March  1518  King

Carles issued Magellan  a exploration  contract.

Five ships  and  crews  were  organized  and  promised

a twentieth share  of  the profits f:orn the voyage.

They  anchoied  at the mouth  ef  the  Guadalquivir

river  at  San LucaT de Barrameda, near  Seyille,

Spain:

SHIP  CAPTAIN  TONS  CREWSIZE

Trinidad(flag) Magellan 100 61

SanAntoniQ  Cartagena 120 57

Concepcion Quesadas 90 47

Victoria Mendoza  85 45

Santiago Serrano 75 31
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