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gins, some  of  its mysleries,  and  the eaTly  recording  ef

its culturat  use  in Palau. Although udoud  has little ma-

teria) va!ue,  it has trernendous cultural  value,  and  it is

still  an  important  part of  Palauan  society.

   Some  Palauans are  seeking  ways  to regaLn  some  of

the Palauan money  from museum  co]lections  in Europe,

and  especially  in Germany. Because the udoud  is still

extensiyely  used  in Palau, a]id  because Palauan indi-

viduals  seek  to ebtain  it, it is not  imagined that  Eu-

ropean  museums  will  consent  to returning  any  of it very

$oen,  The pieces which  are  currently  on  display in the

Palau rnuseum  are  facsimiles, not  genuine articles, They

are  made  of  fungus.

  CDunterfelt udoud  rnay  be a serious  problem  in the

future and  cause  a dwindling of  traditional eultural  use.

However, there are enough  pieces now  to have  caused

the belung of  Koror, to join with  other  mechas  ra Betau

to formulate "rules"
 for the wearing  of  udoud,  and  to

promulgate the  rules  and  call  for fines to be paid by

those  violating  the rules.

  This suggest$  that udoud's  position in the Palauan

society  and  eulture  is still very  strong  and  will  continue

to  be such  in the immediate future.
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  In 19i8, on  his orders,  a schoo}  in NgaraaTd was

bumed, III:medad proposed to unite  all Palauans against

foreigners, and  al} these activities vveTe  attempts to assert

a cenception  of  the old  order  ef  Paaau-a  seciety  that

the  Japanese sought  te change,

  
'Ibday

 Medekngei still survives,  although  in more

constructive  forms, and  many  Palauans are  adherents,

Ceunterteit Udotid

   Tburists ca"  purchase counterfeit  udOud  at  the  Palau

museum  and  in many  of  the gift shops  ifi Koror. It is

generally made  ef  black oi  Ted  coral,  and  costs  any-

where  from five to thirty-fiye dollars a  piece, depend-

ing en  its size.  Palauans usually  do net  wear  this type

of  counterfeit  udoud.  It is the  touris{s  who  buy it and

wear  it as jewelry outside  of  Patau, or  simply  keep it

as a memento  of  their trip to the islands.

   [Ilhis couflterfeit  coTal  ttdoud  is easily  identifiab]e as

counterfeit,  and  as far as is known, there has never  been

a problem of  Ihis type  of  counterfeit  money  being

substituted  for the genuine article,

   However, there is more  to the rea]ity of  coumerfeit

udoud,  Recently in Koror, udoud  was  being used  foT

a cultuTal  ptsTposeean  exchange  between families-and

three  pieces were  reportedly  refused  by  one  family as

being 
'Lfake."

 Unofficial and  cursory  investigations of

this event  have revealed  that the inechas  of  Palau betieye

that there aTe many  other  pieces of  cgunterfeil  udoud

around  these days which  can  cause  problems with  regard

lo its cvrrent  official cultural  use.

   Apparently  the ceunterfeit  udoud  comes  from  Indo-

nesia,  especially  Bali, where  many  people-inciuding

Pa!auans-travei for bvsiness and  pleasure. Reportedly.

one  traveter  arranged  to haye  an  artisan  in Bali manu-

facture a  number  of  pieces of  udoud  which  were  then

taken to Palau to be introduced as real  Paiauan money

for cultural  uses.

  [there are  alse  reported  counterfeit  pieces being made

as far back as Gerrnan times. IIhis was  pTobably be-

cause  the Geiman$  collected  the  udoud  in fines for

various  purposes, especialay  in the  beginning period of

their  administratien  when  Reich  marks  were  not  sllf-

ficiently in circulation  in Palau.

   Even today,  Germany  has the  largest collectiens  of

udeud  in their museums,  and  this  is because many

Gemian offlcials, missioflaries,  and  public etflcials who

returned  from the islands with  udottd  as  seuvenirs  later

donated it to the  museum.  Tlte museums  also  bought

piece for their  collections.

   In a situation  where.  udeud  was  being collected  as

fines from the Palauan, it is not  far-fetched to imagine

that some  enterprising  Palauans weutd  manufacture

counterfeil  pieces tc give to unsuspecting  Germans

efTlcials. But, if the pract{ce Df  countedeiting  udoud  is

today  being used  by Palauans en  other  Palauans, then

we  haye  a possible new  situation  which  couid  have

serious  cultural  implications.

   Genuine Patauan money  may  have certain  physical

characteristics  which  distinguish it frem false money.

But these are  unknown  now  wi{h  any  precisiofi. A

sciefitific  survey  and  examination  of  all extant  pieces

would  have to made  to begin to formulate scientific

base]ine dala to phy$ieal!y idegtify genuine ttdoud.  This

may  net  be an  impossible task, but it is surely  imprac-

tical,

  Another thing which  distinguishes reat  money  from

counterfeit  is rhe  cultural  story  that is attached  to each

piece. There are  mechas  in Palau who  supposodly  know

ali  the  pieces and  keep  a  sort  of  lnventory in their mintis,

When  udoud  is exchanged  in cultural  practices, if the

stories  are  dubious or incorrect, this may  be one  way

of  rooting-out  countetfeit  pieces.

  Here  again,  there  are  many  problems associated  with

devising a systern  of  validaiing  gefiuineness thTough

testimony  and  corroboTation  of  stories,  and  it is prob-

ably  only  a littae less practical in doing it this way  than

in deing it by devising physical means  of  ideRtifica-

t!on.

  Clearly, this is a  petential problem  for Patau which

may  be worsening  as time  passes. T}ie matter  of  coun-

terfeit udoud  and  its identification needs  to be mBch

more  carefully  and  cempielely  investigated,

Conclusion  and  Future  Use  of  Udoud

  l have altempted  here a cemprehenslye  and  !atheT

exhaustive  explanation  of  the Palauan udoud,  its ori-
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  Palauan  udoud  gathered by Germans  about

100 years ago  in Palau. Now  in the cotlection$

at  the  Ethnology  Museum  in Leipzig, Germany.

Phote: Dirk A, Bellendort,

  Author  Francesca  Remengesau  hotding an
inlaid Palauan  money  jar from  the  Henry

Wilson  Collection at the British Museum,

Londen, pholo: Dlrk A. BalFenderf

has to do  with  the fact that it has come  from outside.

  The  establishrnent  of  the origin  of  "doud  with  greater

certainty  then, will not  only  increase the  value  of  the

present pieces, it wjll  also  renew  the waning  cu]tural

interest in the  use  of  udoud  for traditional  purposes,

and  thus strengthen  the cultural  identity of  Palauans

everywhere,

  Moses  Sam, director of  the  Palau Office of  Historic

Preservation, has commented  that  
""the

 yeunger people
of  today  want  to know  where  the money  comes  from.

This will  not  diminish its value,  it wilt instead heighten

the Pa]auans] sensitiyity to their cultural  traditions."  (29
May  1988, Koror).

The  Palau  Modekngei  and  Udoud

  Modekneei is a religion  ln Pa]au, founded  in the early

1900s by a  man  named  [Ilernedad frem the  village  of

A'ol, Modekngei  rneans  
``to

 bring them  together" re-

ferring to both  the ancestral  spirits and  the  Palauan

peopie, Religious authority  is derived from the ancient

Palauan god, Ngiromokuul,  Modekngei  began as a

political movement  as  well  as  a  retigious  dectrine, and

it was  always  anti-foreign.

  Temedad  began his preachings at the end  ef  the Ger-

man  administration  and  centinued  on  into the Japanese

period, He was  thought to have  occult  powers through

the performance  of  various  feats anct the experiencing

ot  strange  occurrences,

  In 1916  Temedad  had what  was  probab]y an  epi-

leptic seizure  and  communicated  with  Ngiromokuul,

whom  he claimed  empowered  him to dlctate taboos.

Subsequently, he declaTed that  all traditional Palauan

money  was  
"contaminated"

 due to Japanese pTesence.
Many  brought their money  to [Ibmedad to be cleansed,

for which  he  exacted  a fee; some  
"'vnpurifiable"

 mofiey

he kept,

  He  soon  gained  prestige and  consjderable  wealth.

A'ol became  the center  of  Modekngei  authority,  and

people came  to pay tribure. 
'Ilemedad

 recalled  old

political riva]ries, settled  argurnents,  cast  out  demons,

and  reportedly  raised  one  women  from the  dead. Soon

the Japanese hospital became unpopulaT  and  patients
were  brought  to [Ibmedad  instead.
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1788) both the glass and  pottery mQney  operating  at

that time.  Augustin  Kramer. a GeTman  anthropologist

who  visited  Palau in 1908  suggested  (Hamburg, 1927)

that the Malayan  peoples brought  the udoud  to Palau,

Ritzenthaler Ubid., 1954) indicates that from the avail-

able  evidence  he has found, that Indonesian origins  arc

the most  likely for the  udoud  to have immediately come

from,

  However,  the  ultimate  origin  of  many  of  these  beads,

especially  the glass ones,  remains  in deubt, Beck

(Milwaukee, ]930) in analyzing  beads of  the area  says

that a few seem  to date from the  Greek  or  Roman

period, and  a few are comparable  to beads from South

India and  Malavsia,            '

  Beck thinks  that such  beads were  introduced into

Indonesia from these  other  places in prehistoric times,

and  other  investigators have supported  this thesis (Heine-

GeldTen, New  York, l94S}.

Histortcal Basis  of  the  Udoucl･lndia Link-

ages

  There is no  authentlc  political history of  India

preN'ious to the  expedition  of  Alexander  the GreaT into

the  Punjab  in 327 B.C.  Seleucus, Alexander's successor

in Syria (312-280 B,C.). maintained  a limited authority

in the Punjab  and  established  Telations  with

Chandragupta. rulef  in the  Ganges valley.  whose  dy-

nasty  established  Buddhism  in India.

  This Greek influence left a deep maTk  upon  the art

and  seience  of  India, In the seventh  and  again  in the

eighth  century,  the Moslems invaded northern  india, but

they  were  driyen out  by the  Hindus  in 750  A.D.

  Their  great invasion, led by Sultan Mahmud  of

Ghazni, Turkish ruler  of  Afghanistan, occurred  ]ate in

the tenth century,  In the  tvv'elfth century  the Afghan

Moslerns rose  to poweT, and,  about  the beginning  of

the  thineenth  century,  Delhi  became  the  MDhammedan

capital  of  India.

  In 1398  the great Mongor  conqueror  [Ilamerlane in-

vaded  India and  in IS26 his descendant Baber estab-

lished there the Mogol Empire which  was  enlarged  and

consolidated  by Akbar the  Great, 1556--1605, and  which

lasted until 18S7, The consequence  of  these invasions

is that India is peopled by wide]y  diverse races  speak-

1997 ff] .H eg 72/73  e  (ng 19 ts ee 3 /  4 g)

ing 222 diffeTent languages, and  practicing numerous

art  forms and  innumerab!e religious  rites,  (Smith,
Oxford,  1967)

  In 1498  India was  first visited  by  the  Portuguese

nayigator  Vasco  da  Gama, and  from l500 to 1600 the

Portuguese  enjo}sed  a monopoly  of  Indian trade, until

they  aroused  a Feligieus  struggle  of  Christian against

Moslem  and  their power declined. During this period,
lndian glass beads which  Portuguese used  in trade cou]d

haye found their sk'ay  te Palau through  the East Indies.

  ]n the  beginning of  the 17th centur>'  the Dutch and

English  drove  the  Port-guese  entire]y  from the field,

and  during the  17th century  they  were  rivals,  but

gradually the Dutch withdrew  from  the  mainland  to the

East  Indian islands. The  French, in the  18th century

undei  Dupliex, secured  great influence in southem  India,

but in 17,61 with  the loss of  Pondicherry to the British,

lheir  power was  broken. (Smith, Ibid.)

  The British East India Company  estab]ished  the first

English trading  post at  Surat in 1614. and  they carried

on  trade  for more  than  100 years until  the  decay  of

the  Mogol  Empire necessitated  militaTy  action  in setf-

defense.

  Subsequently, and  until  1784  the  East  lndia Com-

pany  managed  the British control.  In that year the  ad-

ministration  of  India was  placed under  a separate

Secretary of  State. It was  in 1783 that the British East      '

India Company  packet Antelope, Captain Henry Wil-

sen,  ran  aground  in Palau  and  subsequently  reperted

the existence  of  Palauan udoord  (Keate, 1789, London),

Current Usage  ot  Udoud

  Today,  udoud  have a strong  infiuence on  Palauan

society  and  culture.  This, clespite the fact that no  new

udoud  have been created  or introduced in recent  years,

and  that  the  pieces are  not  used  to make  actuaL  pur-
chases,  Udoud  are  most  often  given as gifts at ceTemo-

nies  for weddings,  births, funerals, and  newly-built

houses (Parmentier, 1981). In terms  of  actual  value,

udoud  can  be worth  from USSIOO  to $100,OOO,

  Ritzenthaler reports  (Mi]waukee, 1954) that in 1948

there  were  some  2300 pieces in circulation,  TryLng te

buy  one  today  is virtually  impessible. Originally and

also  today. a good deal of  the  value  of  the native  money
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{o leave Ngeauv. Ardirgun  took  her leave from her

stepparents  saying,  
t`I

 am  pregnant. If you had cared

for me  until  my  time, a]l my  insides would  be money,

and  this  would  have  been  your  property. Since it has

Iurned out  differently, you shall only  have  this much."

At this she  scratched  her thick fingers and  genuine

Palauafi monery  fell ento  the ground, Afterward$ the

woman  left and  disappeared into the ocean  with  her

mothet

  This was  how  the farnily of  Ueherbelau, the

Matelgou, had become  the richest in Palau at an  earl>,

period. The  second  Iegend concerns  Ngkeklau, and  is

regarded  as the most  authoritative  and  the  earliest  of

the follr:

  A  fish carried  on  its back the  land of  Ngot,  whose

shore  was  cevered  with  genuine Palauan money.  In the

same  p]ace lived the  daughter and  many  redshank  birds

(snipes), whe  weTe  her children.

  Cine of  these, an  okak  (whimbrel) knoyv'n as  Adalrok.

visited  Palau arid came  to Keklau. the home  ef  its grand-

mother,  HeTe it begafi to break an  "doud  with  its beak.

The  worrian  of  the  hollse, Narueleu, saw  it, and  when

her son  just returning  from shark  fishing, addressed  the

Ada]Tok, it announced  its dcath and  bid him  look  inte

its beak  in which  the  money  would  be found,

  In all,  Kekiau  obtained  seventy  pieces, all yellow

money,  and  the  famit>, of  Naruelau  was  the  second

weaathiest  in Palau, Later the  family became  poor, and

the money  went  oveT  te the family Karman  in the same

reglon.

  In the other  article, Kubary mentlons  lhfii the family

ef  Karman  still  had the largest barrak, called  adaltal

a  barrak <detail a  barrak, 
"mother

 of  barrak") which

was  of  an  indeterminately great valee  in the 1880s. This

third legend concerns  Ngcheangel (Kayange]) and  its

chief  Rdechor:

  Afclahor (Rdechor), chief  of  Kayangel,  went  fishing

with  his son  and  reaching  the Kossel reef, fastened his

canoe  to a coval  black, that was  really  a qui!l ef  the

dorsal fin of  the  ctukl fish (type of  trigger fish), the

spouse  of  the atomagay  fislt.

   While the fathe; and  son  slept,  the dukl carriedi  the

canoe  to the land of  Nrot whcre  the sen  aweke.  dis-

tu[bed  by the rustiing  ef  the canoe  on  the beach. He

went  ashore,  gathered a basket full ef  the brightly

colored  stones  on  the beach and  threw them  at the

numerous  redshanks,  so  that only  a few remained  iR

the basket.

  When  the father awoke  they found themselves  again

at  the  fbmieT place, and  the father took  the rest  of  the

stones  which  proved  te be udoud.

  The  last, and  shortest  legend, deals with  a woman

fTom NgeTchelong:

  Anether $tery  has it thar ,frraicalon  (Ngerchelong) also

obtained  its money  from an  unknown  country.  

'RTe
 wife

of  the  Iratey (Uong era  Ete;, the chief  of  Mengellang

yillage)  was  put out  on  the Teef  because of  her quaT-

relsomeness;  here she  was  saved  by  a  manerer

(mengerenger, or  sea  snake)  and  was  taken by it to a

countrv  from which  she  returned  with  udoud.     -

  All these iegends acknowledge  that  the origin  of

Palaun money  was  outside  of  Palau, Palauans in the

l870s and  l880s still  believed in an  island sw{mming

about  freely in the ocean  dispensing money,  Kubary  tried

to confiect  the  source  of  the money  with  other  islands

in the region  and  with  southeast  Asia,

  People  in Yap  said  palauan meney  was  used  and

known  before the large aragonite  discs came  into fash-

ion; mafly  pieces of  it are  found in Ylap eyen  today.

some  with  holes drilled for threads,  some  not,  Kubary

knew  firsthand that the  }lapese toek such  pieces {e Palail

to cxchange  for Palauan  articles.  Anolher  circumstance

connocting  Palau and  Yhp. was  that Keklau wa･g  founded

by the  Yapese, and  was  the home  of  Palauan money

inside Palau.

  But, it is Kubary's contentien  that, although  the

Yapese played  an  important role  in Palau at an  earl.y

time  (including the founding of  the Idid cian  in Koror,

from whieh  the Ibedul is chosen),  the  societies  had

grown  so  different by the  late nineteenth century,  that

they  had little in cemmefi  besides names  of  people  and

places.

External Origins of  Udoud

  The  earlie-st  recorded  western  yisit  to Palau was  by

the British Caplagn Henry  Wtlson, whose  ship  Antetope

was  wrecked  there  in 1783, Wilson  reported  {Keate,
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   He  was  told many  secrets  and  admitted  to many  rite,

al] ef  which  enabledi  him to study  the customs  of  the

people freely, as no  one  before him had been able  te

do.

   in Apri1 1872, Kubary climbed  the highest mountain

on  Babeldaobeabout  2,OOO feet aboye  sea  level, He

produced a  yery  accurate  map  ef  Palau which  was  pub-
lished in Hamburg  in 1873. the  original  of  which  is

today  in the Hamburg  Museum.

   But the contributions  of  Kubary which  I will  dwell

upon  here are  in the area  of  description and  understand-

ing of  the traditional Palauan money,  cal]ed  udoud,

Kubary  discusscd Palauan money  at  ]ength iR two

sepaTate  articles,  The  first is L`Die

 Palau-Inseln in der

Suedsee," in the  .Journal der ,Odruseum  Godefrro],

Hamburg,  1873, where  Palauan money  is discussed

under  the heading: "Das

 Palau-Geld,''

   Later, in a  collection  of  five articles  entitEed

"Ethnographiche
 Beitrage zur  Kermtnis  des Karolinen

Archipels" (Leiden. 1889-95), the lead artic]e  
"Uber

 das

einheimische  Geld auf  der Inse] Yap und  auf  den Palau-

Inseln': (concerning the  indigenous money  of  the island

of  Yap and  in the Palau  Islands'"), deals at gTeater length

with  Palauan  money,

   Kubary presents four legends of  how  Palauans tTa-

ditionally aceounted  for lhe origins  of  their money.  The

fiTst tells of  a bird that gave birth to a  fish which  in

turn gave birrh to a human  young  girl whe  lived in

the yillage  of  Keklau, and  upon  maturity,  scratched  her

fingers together  and  produced udoud,

  The  second  tel]s of  a bird who  gaye birth to a  fish

that carried  a  whole  village  on  its back, In the  village

lived a woman  who  gave  birth to birds. These  birds

spewed  forth udoud  from their beaks.

  The  third  is abovt  a  man  who  was  the chief  ef

Kayange]-a  small  atoll to the north,  off-shore,  from

the  big island of  Babeldaob. He and  hls son  went  fishing

and  tied his canoe  Io the dorsal fin of  a  large fish that

pulled the canoe  while  the rwo  men  slepr to a strange

land where  the  udoud  lay scattered  on  the beach, and

the  two  collected  it.

  The fourth legends tells of  a  woman  who  was  made

to stay  out  Qn  the reef  because  of  her quarrelsemeness.
and  who  was  saved  fTom being swept  away  by a sea

snake  which  took  her to a strange  land from which  she

1997 ff 1 firg  72/73e  (eg 19 tseg 3 /4  e)

returned  with  "doud,

  These ]egends are  interesling eneugh  and  short

enough  to be  giyen here in longer form and  detail so

that a better flavor for Palauan legends can  be gained,
All their ]egends appear  in both  Kubar}, articles, but

since  the latter anicle  (Leiden, 1889-95)  presents them

more  briefiy with  greater detail and  better spe}ling.  this

is the translation I have selected,  I am  using  also  the

modern  spellings  of  the  Palauan  words.

  The legends c]aim  that the  money  was  brought into

Palau  at four different p]aces: Ngkek]au  village

(Ngaraard) on  the northwest  coast  of  Babeldaob;

Ngcheangel (KayangeD Atol]; Ngeaur (Angaur) Island,

and  the peninsula of  Ngerechelong,  at the northeni  end

of  BabeLdaob, The  longest legend concems  Ngeaur and

is given first[

  The bird kiuid (staTling) came  from Ngerusar harr]-

let in AiTai to Keklau. and  drank  water  fTom  a knothole

of  a bars tree, It becarne pTegnant  and  bore a smal]

fish that  remained  in a waterpouch  in the bark of  the

tree unti]  the people found it. Someone  took  it home

in a shell, where  it grew so  quickly that  as a result,

it had to be placed in even  laTger shells  until  it oc-

cupied  a  large tridacnae  she]]; it finally had to be put

out  to sea  as  a  young temekai  (gTouper), a  large kind

of  serranus,

  The dukl, a large ba]istes or  trigger fish, was  its

spouse,  and  the large serranus  that bore an  entlre  coun-

try, Ngorot. on  its back, from which  it took its name,

went  to Ngeaur,  where  it born a  young  girl. The  child

was  named  Ardirgun, and  she  went  ashore  and  played
with  the children  of  the  island, where  she  was  inyited

into the residence  of  Ucherbelau,

  During the day the strange  child  played ashore,  bur

-'ent  to the beach  in the eyening  to go out  to sea  with

her mother.  But sinee  the people  had  grown to loye

her they wanted  to keep her, and  with  her motherbs  per-
mission  Ardirgun remalned  tn the family of  UcherbeLau

until  she  became a woman.  She grew so quickly and

became  so large. just as  her mother  had eaTlier  in
Kek]au,  thar soon  people were  disgusled with  her, so

they  built a  separate  house  for her and  threw  food te

her.

  This treatment  grieyed the woman,  and  she  com-

plained to heT mother  of  her sorrow,  who  adyised  her
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do so,Isecretly  left the camp  ofi 4 February l863, and

managed  to escape  across  the berder."

  Kubary stayed  in Berlin with  his uncle  until  the end

of  March  l863. Later, he returned  to his high school

i" Warsaw  and  lheTe  met  sorne  of  his former insurgent

ce}leagues,  But, the patTiotic spirit and  pressure ef  pub-

]ic feeling in Warsaw  created  such  an  atmosphere  that

Kubary decided foT the second  time  to leave his native

city.

  He  asked  for an  assigriment  in the civil organization

of  the  insurrection, and  at  the  end  ef  May  1863 was

made  chief  administrator  of  the  Krakow  Provlnce, then

a part of  the Austriafi Empire. Kubary was  intrusted

with  importafit tasks  such  as rnaking  an  inquiry into

the  confiscation  of  iniported arms  destined for the

insuTgents afld seized  by  the  Austrian  autherities.

  Subseqllently, he was  attached  to the commissioner

in lhe  insuTgent underground  at Krakew, where  he re-

ceived  an  erdef  to collec!  taxes,  but in trying to ac-

complish  this  task  he failed, and  resjgned.

  In June 1864 Kubary  returned  to Warsaw, but con-

tinued to engage  in political ifisurgency. His life was

apparently  a  series  of  fits and  starts with  his medicaL

studies  and  his political activities,  and  finatly felt

compelled  to leave his family and  abafidon  his univer-

sity studies.

  In March  l86S  he  went  to Bertln and  worked  fer

a time  in a stucce  works.  He  next  went  to H3mbu[g

and  Altona  where  he  centinued  to work  in the building

trade. Ifi Hamburg  he had the  good fortune to visit the

Godeffrey Mvseum  which  was  dedicated ro the naturat

history and  ethfiogfaph.y  of  the  South  Seas.

  In March  1869, the curateTs  of  the museum,  Dr.

J.D,E. Schmeltz, and  DT. R, Krause, introduced Kubary

to johann Cesar GQdethoy, the owneT  of  the then  famotss

trading  company  and  museum  baring  his name.

Godeffroy was  impfessed by Kubary's  intelligeRce and

linguistic abMties  and  offered  him  a  fiye year contract

as  a  coltector  for the  museum,

  Kubary  spent  more  than a year in Hamburg  study-

ing at  the  museum,  and  then  set out  aboard  efie ef

Godeffroy's ships,  for the south  seas.  On  l February

1871. Kubary arrived  in Palau and  took  up  residence

in a  bai at the  invitation of  one  of  the chiet"s  of  Koror,

In the weeks  that followed he made  expeditions  around

Palau on  the  large island of  Babeldaob and  undertQok

to coHect  a  number  of  anifacts  and  specimens.

  Felgowing a  trip te seme  of  the  smaller  islands a

storni  caused  the loss of  a valuable  collectioB  of  natu-

ral  history items. In general, Kubary got along  weil  with

the Patauans  and  was  able  to pgay the skil!ful rele  ef

diplomat in orderto  gain good  oppertunities  and  not

antagonize  others  during his many  visits to the numer-

ous  islands and  villages  of  Palau,

  Kubary's  cefitributions  to the European knowledge

of  19th century  Palau was  considerable.  The  total

number  of  birds he  recorded  in Paiuu came  to 57' ln

the  Godeffroy Museum's  checklisl  of  1880. He found

aboul  180 species  of  fish in Palauan waters,  ineluding

three  fresh water  species  in lake Ngardek.

  Kubary col]ected  a lot of  motlusks  and  sea  creatuTes

on  the reefs  and  ]agoQns; seyeral  were  named  after  him,

such  as: the  nudibranch  Nembrotha  kubar:yana, a  sea-

cucumber  Holothuria kubaryi, a  stick  insect the

Phybatosoma kubar.vi. and  a  crow,  the  Corvus kubaryi.

  While on  Palau, Kubary  also  gathered a  few plants

and  helped to add  at least thirteen natiye  names  to the

local betanjcat index, and  fiflally a  coltection  of  stones

and  rocks  aided  in the  understanding  of  the geology

of  the  is!ands,

  All was  not  always  easy  for the  yeung  naturalist.

In April l871, in a  retter lo his mother,  he said:  
"`Om

1 April, thank  God. two  years of  my  contrast  have

elapsed!  I say  Thank  God.,.  and  I am  also  adding

a reques!  that the  remaining  time  will  pass quickly, of,

what  would  be  stHl  better. that  [Godefffoy] will release

rne  as soon  as  possible, Here I am  losing five of  the

besl years of  my  life, am  aging  quickly, and  foT that

IGodethoy] pays me  disgracefully. On  seyeral  occasions

here l have had  seyeral  offers  ef  quite different em-

ployment, but 1 have  not  wanted  to accept,  deceiving

myself  into be!ieving that  in the  next  }etter frorn Hcrr

Godeffroy I shall  get a considerable  improvernent  in
    ttlt
my  .sltuatlon,

  ln January 1872 Palau was  struck  with  an  epidemie

of  infiuenza which  took  a  heavy toll on  the entSre  popv-

lat{en, and  did not  spare  the chiefs,  Kubary, as a former

student  of  medicine.  successfu]ly  fbught the epidemic,

and  this brought hirn great esteem  as  well  as the

confidence  of  the Palauan$.
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  The fourth tegend tells of  a woman  who  was  made

to stay  out  on  the  reef  because  of  her quarreisomeness,
and  who  was,  saved  from being swept  away  by  a  sea

snake  which  took  her to a strange  land frem which  she

returned  with  udeud.

  Robert  E. RitzenthaLer, an  American  a[}threpologist

va'ith the  CIMA  project, described (Milwaukee, 1954)

some  other  legends besides those described by Kubary

although  similar, One  told of  a man-god  from Me]ekeok

whe  came  inte the  community  and  produced udoud  from

his testicles,

  Another,  which  Ritzenthaler thought was  the most

feasible of  all  the legends because it could  be based

on  historical events.  totcl ef  two  Portuguese  ships  which

came  to Palau some  400 years ago  and  were  wreeked

on  the reefs.  The  men  cut up  the cabin  decorations and

made  ttdoud  out  of  them  to use  for trading, The ships'

officers  were  noblemen  and  intermarried with  the

Palauans  to procluce the  two  highest clans  of  Palau, the

wudis  and  the idid,

  All these  legends acknowledge  that the origin  of

Pa]auan money  was  outside  of  Palau, "rhile Palauans

in the 1880s and  1890s  still believed  in an  island

swimming  about  fi-ee]y in the  ocean  dispensing money,

Kubary tried  to connect  the sources  ef  the money  s}'ith

other  islands in the region  and  with  southcastern  Asia.

  People on  Yap said  that Palauan money  was  used

and  known  even  befbre their own  Yapese money  of  1arge

stene  discs came  into fashion; many  pieces of  udoud

are found in Yap,  some  with  holes dri11ed for threads

and  some  not,

  Kubary knew  firsthand that the Ytipese often  took

such  pieces to Palau to exchange  for Palauan  articles.

AnDther circumstance  connecting  Pa]au  and  Yap was

that one  particular village  in Paiau called  Keklau was

founded by Yapese  and  was  also  the home  of  Palauan

udoud  inside Palau,

  Howeyer, it was  Kubary's contention  that  although

the }lapese played  an  important role  in Palau at an  early

time, the  societies  had  grown so different by the end

of  the nineteenth  century  that they  had  lilt]e in com-

mon  besides the names  of  people  and  p]aces.

  It was  more  probable that the people who  introduced

the  udoud  to Yap  and  Palau came  from somewhere  e]se

and  settled  in both places and  elsewhere,  The Yapese

1997 i  1 n
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claimed  they  came  from the north.  Judging by the

materials  used  to make  the pieces of  meney  Cclay, glass,
imitation pearls and  porcelain>, Kubary suTmised  the

oTigin  of the materials  ceu]d  not  be the Carolines, but

rather  in some  place with  well-deyeloped  porcelain and

glass industries; those  are  only  found  in Asia.

  In conc]uding  his articte on  Yapese and  Pa]auan

nioney  (Leiden, 1889), he slared  his belief that  the

materials  had been brought by proto-Ma]ayan peoples
to the  wesiern  Carolines.

Kubary's  Lite and  Connections  with

Micronesia

  Johann Stanislaus Kubary has been  such  an  impor-

tant contributor  to the  early  literature on  Palauan udoud,

that  a mDre  in depth look at the man  and  his life,

especially  in Micro]esia,  is important.

  Kubary was  bom  on  13 NovembeT  1846 in Warsaw,

PoLand, His father, Stanislaus. -,as  butler to an  Italian

opeTa  producer,  Jan Quatrini, who  well-knoL-'n  in

Warsaw  at  the  time.

  Johann's mother,  Tklka Cnee Schur). was  a  native  of

Berlin, but $he  had lived in iJtrarsaw since  childhaed.

Her husband died when  Johann  was  six  and  ]atef she

married  a  Pole named  Tomasz  MaTcinkiewicz, vv'he was

a  shoe  and  bootmaker  by  trade. Marcinkiewicz owned

a smaL}  footwear factory in Warsaw, and  the  family was

quite settled,  So, Johann was  actua]ly  brought up  by

his sEepfather  who  -'as  active  in Polish politics,

  In January 1863, when  Kubary was  a  student  in the

sixth  form of  high school,  the uprising  against  Russian

domination started  in Poland. As  a member  of  a pa-
triotic organization,  he joined the insurgents,

  The  rallying  point for his unit  was  in a  fores; near

the frontier of  east  Prussia, The group consisted  of  forty

men,  but their  fighting equipment  was  completeiy

inadequate and  consisted  of  only  two  rifies, one  double-

barreled shetgun,  and  twenty  converted  scythes,

  The  rest  of  the volunteers  were  provided  with

wooden  stayes. Such a situation  demeralized  the young

sixteen  }'ear old  boy, and  as  he wrote  to his mother:

':.
 . , realizing  Ihat to wage  a war  in this manner  invites

only  a  beating, I pToposed to my  co]Ieagues  ,,, to

run  away  with  me  to PrLtssia. As they  did net  vL'ish  to
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TRADI"ONALUDOUD OF PALAU: MYSTEruES,
          AND FUTURE USE

                       bg

          ]Flratzcesca  K. Reinengesau

              Universitg of  Guam

RECORDINGS

lntroduction

  
`'Udoud'

 is the  traditional  money  of  Palau, and  is

unique  in Micrenesia. Udoud  was  firsr seriously  inyes-

tigated  by  the  German  ethnegrapher  Jehann Stanistaus

Kubary.  Except for Yiip, where  targe aragonite  stene

d}scs are  used  for money,  Palau's is the most  highly

developed  and  complex  monetary  system.

  The money  itself consists  of  polychrome and  clear

glass beads, and  cresentric  bar gorgezs, and  beads of

pDttery; all  these  are  generlcally called  "doud.  The

ceramie  and  glass prismatic pieces are  called  bachet,

and  the bead-like pieces are called  bleab. Ceramic  udoud

is fouRd in yellow, red,  or  orange  varieties;  the glass

beads ceme  ifi a wide  vaTiety  of  colors  and  degrees of

transparency.  AH  udoud  feature a  ho!e thfough  which

a string  or  cord  can  be passed, All are  of  foreign

lmportatlon.

   There has been quite a  bit written  of  a  scholar}y

fiature about  udoud.  Populaf  acceunts  abou{  udoud  have

appeared  eccasionally  in newspapers  and  as features

stories  in magazines  published in the  Pacifie region

especially.  Howeyer,  of  this latter type of  lite;ature, there

is virtually  nothing  that ls sufficientfy  in depth  to give

an  overall  view  of  the udoud  and  its continued  use  ifl

the  Palau socieiy  today.

   In this paper I wigl  attempt  to eorrect  this failing

by  presenting a  compTehensive  accounting  ef  the udoud

and  its current  use  and  cultuTal  siteation  in Palau,

  The  earliest  western  cominentator  on  Palau udoud

was  Jehann  Stanislaus Kubary who  came  to Micronesia

in the 1870s as  a  collector  foi the shipping  and  trading

firm of  Johann Cesar Godqfilroy and  Sohn of  Hamburg,

  In lhe  19th century  it was  common  for Gerfnan

trading firms to have sfnall museums-  oftentimes  not

more  than sterefronts  in or  near  their gffices-  with

collectiens  of  artifacts obtaiRed  in the regions  of  their

foreign trade.

  Kubary  was  hired by Godeffroy te undertake  such

collections,  and  he  diid an  extraerdinarily  fiRe job off

it where  Micronesia  was  concerned,

  Kubary  discusses the origins  of  Palauan money  in

two  separate  wriIgngs  (Harriburg, 1873; Leiden, 1889-

95) afid  presents four !egends of  how  Palauaps tradi-

tiona!ty  accounted  for the erigins  of  their  money.

  The  first tells of  a bird that gave birth to a fish which

in turn gave birth to a  human  youflg girl who  }ived

in the village  of  Keklau, and  upofi  maturity  scratched

her fingers together aRd  produced "doud.

   The  second  tells of  a bird who  gave birth to a  fish

that carded  a  whole  village  on  its back, In the village

lived a  wornan  who  gave birth to biFds. 
'I:hese

 birds

spewed-forth  "doud  from their beaks,

   The  third is about  a man  who  was  the chief  of

Kayangel.  He  and  his son  went  fishing and  tied  his

canoe  to the dorsal fin ef  a  Large fish that pulled the

canoe  while  the  two  Tnen  slept  te a st;ange  land where

the udoud  lay scattered  on  the  beach and  the two

collected  it,
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