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going on  at the colony  and  the richness  of  Pehnpeian

soil,

  Animals  raised  included: 36 goats, a stallion, two

deer and  a doe from Saipan, 11 pheasailts and  21 quail

from Hong  Kong, Auslralia sheep  and  hogs, and  Asi-

atic sheep.  Plants grown included: Guatemalan castilloa,

i]ang-ilang, durians, mangoes,  lemons, maize,  tobacco,

gutta-precha, camphor,  wax,  turnsol, Ca]ifornia figs,

gTapes, oranges,  peaches, apricots  and  Singapore man-

gOsteens.iS

   In 1901, an  attempt  was  made  to open  a steam-

powered sawmill  in Mado]enihmw,  but the  propTietor,

an  Englishman named  Bishop, died in January 1902,

leaving the mM  idle, Even  so,  the Jaluit GaseUschtijt

shipped  eighteen  varieties  of  Pohnpeians wood  and  six

types  of  shrub  to Hong  Kong  aboard  the  Oceana  fer

{esting; these were  discoverecl to be inferior to wood

fTOm BoTneo,i6

   In 1900, the first full year of  German  administration

ef  the district, Biierksamptman Albert Hah] forecast a

gloomy  economic  picture for the region,  citing  the

limited amount  of  labor, the  distant markets  and  high

shipping  charges.  All this would  restrict the region  to

the role  of  a 
'`trading

 co]ony,"  Hah]'s gloomy  forecast

seemed  to be born eut  by the plight of  the coconut

p]antation owneTs,  most  of  whom  had to exist on  the

proceeds of their trades.

   The typhoon  of  Apri1 1907 further worsened  the situ-

ation  for copra  producers there, Furthermore, eompe-

tition picked up  just a  year after  the typhoon.  Japanese

traders returned  to the eastern  Carolines fer tbe first

time  since  the expulsion  of  the gunrunners  in 1901,

vt'hen  the firm of  Murayama  Shekai opened  a station

on  Pohnpei  in 1906, A  schooner  brought in ihe nec-

essary  building materials,  and  three emplQyees  threw

up  a building "in

 an  amazingly  short  time."

   TXvo years later, German  companies  faced and  even

more  fierce competitor  after Murayama  Shokai merged

with  the  Nan,vo Boeki Hiki Goshi Kaisha (the Hiki seuth

sea  ITading  Company). This merger  invoJved the Pohnpei

station, as wcll  as station  on  Moen,  which  had  offices,

a  number  of  other  wood  and  corTugated  iTon buildings,

and  a staff  of  six  men.

   The  new  company's  name  was  Nanyo  Boeki

Kabushiki  Kaisha  (the South  Sea  Trading  Company),

which  was  destined to grow larger and  richer  than  even

the Jaluit Gasellschafl after  World War  One,]7

  This brief review  hardly does justice to the German

co]onial  effort  in the  easiern  Carolines. On  the scale

of  German  history, the Pacific empire  in Micronesia

weighs  veTy  little. But tbe irnpacl on  the Micronesian

was  substantial.  The Germans introduced the people to

a cash  ecollomy,  and  promoted the first modernization

and  urbanization  of  the island societies.

   It was  truly a diencult and  often  perplexing time for

the colonists. IYphoons, plagues, pestiferous and  destruc-

tive insects tested constantly  the German  perseverance.

But, had it not  been fer the overwhelming  events  of

Wortd War, I, lhe Germans  would  have prevailed over

the  islancl environments  and  cultures,  and  tbe course

of  history would  have been much  differeni.
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arrived  at Ponape in March 1909, heT troeps were  able

to walk  aleng  thjs Toad  from  the colony  te Kiti in only

six  hours, Tblephones  were  atso  to be inst311ed in Kiti,

where  trouble  began to brew  between  Nanpei and

another  chief  ln 1908.i

  ln addition  to roads,  govemment  installatlon were

needed  or  had to be kept in geod  condition.  In 19el.

Rew  governmeRt buildings we;e  put up  alld  old  ofies

repaired,  Beacons, whlch  were  cominualgy  daniaged and

had te be reptaced,  weTe  $et  up  in LangaT  Harbof  at

the same  time,  The  fol}Dwing year, a jail vtrilh three cells

was  built, as well  as  a  shelrer  for the government

pinfiace. The  forge was  enlarged  and  thc wharf  im-

preved.

  In 1903, the chief  of  police's residence  wa$  fini$hed;

a lle}N wing  was  added  to the  hospital to proyide mare

Toem  fbr lab woik  and  surgical  operatiens,  and  a  holjse

for the gevefnment doctor was  buill adjoining  the

hespital.S

  [[he next  year, ihe  jait was  Teroofed  and  repaired,

and  official  residence  were  improved. The  DistTict

O £ficer's residefiee  aE Messenieng was  siarted  eutside

the old  wal}ed-in  colony,  but kept in touch  with  lt by

means  of  the newly  bllilt ioad  and  a telephone.9

  A  severe  typhoon  of  20 Apri! l905 badly damaged

most  govemment  lnstaltations and  private dwe!lings, and

to earn money  for food, Pohnpeians volunteered  to tio

public vv'ork,iO

  The Jai"it Gaseilschof which  was  to administei  the

MaTsha}ls and  Nauru from 1885 through  31 March 1906

by Imperial charteT, was  granted a mofiopoay  gn 1901

foT the 
"economic

 expleitatien  of  the  coral  atolls"  in

the  eastern  Carolines. Tlie company  was  to provide

equipme"t,  seedlings,  and  previsions and  to buy copra

at the vates  prevailing for the Carolines and  Marshalls.

It filso  had to pay an  annual  tax gf  RM  60eO plus RM

5gO for each  fifty tons of  copra  beyend  the i"itial six

hundred tens exported  from the district.

  At the time  {he menepoly  wa$  awafded,  Berg and

a representative  of  the company  toufed  the  islands

aboard  the  schooner  Oceana  to mark  oul  slations,  to

instaU agents  and  to make  planting contracts  with  the

islafiders.

  By  March 1905, the company  hud cepra  plantalions

at several  locatioRs in the Truk  Lagoon-  Ihe  main

1997 1\ 6 H ng 74 !15e  (ee 20 gng  l/2  g)

statien  was  on  Eten-as w'ell  as  in Namonuitos, P6iuwat,

Fananu Is}and, Namoluk,  Lvkuner alld Mokil,

  The company  eventualty  beughl land on  Pohnpei alld

Pakin and  sigfled  agreements  with  a  planteT on  Kosrae,

though  atl three of  these islands and  originally. been

exciuded  frem lhe Jllne 1901  monopely.ti

  The  main  Jal"it Gaseiischaf  stallen  was  on  Langar

I$land in Pohnpei Harbor. In fiscfiJ 1904, they built a

copru  warehouse,  a sEorehouse  and  a  trader's residence

on  infigar and  a Iarge company  heuse, a stere, an  inn

and  a bakery in the  colony.  By  March  1907, the fa-

cilities  ofi  LangaT had expanded  lo include a  cistern,

a store, werkers'  quarters, a garden, a depot fof jnfiam-

mab!e  materlals  and  a coal  shed.

  Copra was  meved  around  on  small  four-wheeled carts

and  iion tipping wagons  that  ran  along  raiis  runging

the  length of  the jetty.t2

  Since Truk was  the biggest and  most  populous fegion

in the district, the fulfil]ment of  ks economic  premise

was  regarded  as the 
`'aim"

 of  the Jalait GaseUschaji 's

monepoly,  Berg afid  a company  iepresenlative  weat

{here in February l903 to locate fallow ground and  to

Tnake  plantiRg agreements  with  the peopie. [EGAJenty-thyee

separate  agreements  were  made  duiing 1903.

  At the same  time, and  possibly to undersceie  the

bizarre seriousness  ef  the  economic  inteiests of  the ad-

TniRistration,  destructlon of  yeung coconut  palms was

madc  a  punlshable offen$e;  one  man  was  actuatly  sen-

tenced for this and  imprisoned on  Pohnpei.

  IIiwo years }aler, six  more  planting agreernents

bTought the company's  tetal p}antation aTea  in Truk up

to 500 heclares. The  fluts gTowA in T[uk were  
"famelis

for seeds  and  oil  content;"  at  ]east 20ee tofis of  copTu

were  expected  ffom  Tiuk  each  year.i3

  The administration  set  up  an  expeTirne"tal  station  and

a  plantation on  government land ameu"ting  to 120

hectares, It grew coconut  palms  on  26 hectaTes in fiscal

1902, while  2 heclares were  set  asicle  for plant experi-

inents  and  fruit, and  3 heetare.s fo; catlle gTazing.i` IR

the ens-ing  yeaTs, several  mgre  atlotments  of  land were

given over  ±e  cecenut  plantatiofis and  to yegetables,

fruits, goats, sheep  and  MaGila hemp,

  A  simpke  listing of  anima ±s  and  plunts raised  at the

statien  wil]  bfing eut  the vaTiety  of  agricultural  woTk
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   In the following year, Berg  felt Ihat even  the 
`Cmore

civilized  Malayans" were  expendable;  their Micronesian

replacements  had excellent  physiqlles and  were  believed

to be 
"martially

 inclined as a result  ef  the continuous

feuds in the past,"3

   Traffic in guns and  ammunition  in the eastern

Carolines was  first secretly  and  then  open]y  carried  en

in the middle  of  the nineteenth  century  during both the

Spanish and  the German  administratiens  by traders and

whalers.  This prolifeiation of  x-reapons  created  a rense

situation  for the Germans,

   They  did not  "'ant  to get involved in a shooting

match  with  thc islanders or  allow  them  to  shoot  each

other, [b this end,  several  German  warships  ancl escorts

of  Malayan and  Melanesian  policemen weTe  sent  around

to the various  groups to expel  gunrunners and  to

purchase guns and  cartridges  from the islanders,

  The  first of  these  expeditions  lasted from 5-10

JanuaTy 1901, when  Atbert Hahl  visited  Truk  aboard

the SMS  C'ormoran. He  stayed  with  the trader, Karl

Giron on  Moen,  and  during a visit to the main  Japa-

nese  trading station  at Iras vjllage  on  that islands, he

tuned up  weapons,  ammunition,  dynamite, and  alcohel-

all  of  whieh  were  ii]egal.

  Six Japanese traders  "'ere  immediately aTrested  and

confined  aboard  the Cormoran. Other Japane$e traders

were  subsequent]y  arrested  for the same  offense  en  Fefan

and  Tbloas, and  a Chinesc trader was  deportcd.

  Hahl  and  his prisoners left for Pohnpei  dircctly, and

after  arriving  thcre, the three  Japanese  were  fined and

the Chinese was  imprlsoned for three months.4

  Titvo years later, when  Viktor BeTg  "'as  still anLy  talk-

ing about  disarming Pohnpeians,  SMS  Condor set off

foT Truk once  again  on  an  antj-smuggling  eperation  that

lasted from  October through November  19e4, and  during

which  436 guns  and  2,531 cartridges  were  confiscatcd

"thus

 assuring  peaceful economic  development for the

most  valuab]e  island group in the Carolines,'i according

to BeTg.S

  Disarmament on  Pohnpci began in earnest  in 1905

following the Apri] [yphoon,  After Berg's "thorough

instigation at an  assembly  of  high  chiefs  early  in May,"

many  Pohnpeians, especially  these fTom Madolenihmw

and  Uh, who  it was  said  weTe  
"always

 warlike  in the                                   '

Spanish times," handed in 210 guns-many  of  which

were  in excellent  condition-and  1,329 cartridges  in

exchange  for money  or food such  as  rice,  corned  beef,

and  canned  salmon,

   After acquiring  another  545 guns and  3,998 cartridges

in 1906, Berg felt assured  enough  to think that the dis-

armament  program was  a success,  However, in 1907

an  even  laTger haul was  taken  ini 655 rifies ad  4,839

cartridges.  This amounted  to a two-year  total of  1401

guns and  ]O,166  cartridges,  which  with  a population
of  about  3,200, carne  to mere  than one  gun for every

thTee Pohnpeians, and  three  cartridges  peT peTson!

   Then, three years later in 1910 when  the Sokehs re-

be]lion broke out, it became abundantly  clear  that there

were  still  several  hundred rifles and  plenty of  ammu-

nition  in Pohnpeian hands,

  Meanwhile  in 1907, disarmament was  extended  te

the coral  atolts where  the Germans  collected  569 gun$
and  3,6eO cartridges,  thus ending  two  years ef  concertecl

effort  by  the district office  in the "seizure
 of  weapons,"

Micronesians were  allowed  to keep, however, certain

fowling pieces that  had been stamped  and  pToperly
registered.6

  Tb maintain  an  efficjent district office  afid to open

up  rapid  land communication  among  the five districts

an  Pohnpei,  the  Germans  engaged  in an  extensive

program of  public works  projects there. On  an  island

x-'ith  as  much  ruin  and  as much  difficult terrain  as

Pohnpei,  roads  received  priority attention,

  ln 1901, early  attempts  to get the islanders to assist

with  the building of  roads  failed; onl),  three  kilometers

of  road  were  cleared  and  repaired,  and  two  kilorneters

of  new  road  were  Iaid out  with  police labor,

  In the following year two  new  roads  were  completed,

one  to Sokehs and  one  aleng  the edge  of  the govem-
ment  property, In 1904 twe  otheT  roads  weTe  mapped

out,  one  from  Aireka north  to the colony  and  one,  from

north  to south,  connecting  Aireka with  seyeial  southern

areas,

  A  road  57 meters  long and  three to four meters  wide

as built in 1905  to join the celony  wjth  the new  resi-

dence of  the District Officers in Messenieng.

  An  ambitious  prograrn to connect  the colany  with

Kiti, by means  of  a twenty-kUometer  road  began  in 1908

with  Meianesian labor, When  the gunboat SMS  Jaquar
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the twentieth century  agd  the  modern  wofld,  There is

a ceTtain  developmental  debt owed  te Germafiy by the

islafideis, and  thi$ debt witl  surely  be ificfeasingly paid

as  t]me  goes on.

  Throughout theiT thirty yeaTs pre-}Nbrad I co!onial

caTeer,  the Germans  continually  stressed  the econernic

development ef  the German  colonies.  The  Deutsches

Kbloniatblatt and  Deutsche Kolonialaeitung  devete a

major  share  of  their articles  frem this period to eco-

nomic  development within  the  colonies  and  the success

that the  German  firms had there, This ecenomlc  milieu

extended  even  to tine rernote  islaRds of  the easterft

Carolines.

  At the staft of  the 6erman administiatien  there in

the fall of  1899, small  Japancse companies,  called  
i:rnini-

shosha",  were  doing  a  bTisk business. But, within  two

years the Germans  deported vLrtually  all the Japanese,

leayiRg the field open  for German  in\estment.

  It is worth  fioting  here that fifteen years later when

the Japanese took  contTol  ef  Micronesia during WWI,

they, in turri, eu$ted  all  German  firms.

  This brief aptd  less-than-comp!ehensive  review  of

German  policy and  economic  developrpent in the east-

ern  Cafol{nes which  I present here, attempts  to bear

some  testimony  to the emphasis  that the German  of-

ficiaEs there gave to the ecenomy  aftd  the overalg

development of  the islands.

  It creates  also  the somewhat  famRiar picture of  the

GeTman striving  after  but:geriich valves  and  their ap-

plicatien to the Caiolinian soeieties.  It shows  also, a

bit, of  what  part the policies and  theiT inffuences had

in the helping of  teuch  off  a major  confrentatien

between the Germans  and  the Pohnpeians iR 1910-

known  today as  {he  Sokehs  Rebelliondiuring  which

half a dozen Germans  !ost their lives, aRd  some  four

hundved Pohnpeians were  depeTted from their native

Sokehs to Pa}au aftei it was  all oveT.

  When  Germafty assumed  oontrot  of  the Carolines Is-

lands in July 1899 by means  of  a purchase agreement

with  Spain following the Spanish-American Whf, she

had already  ruled  the Marshall Islands afid  Nauru  fof

thirteen  yeaTs  threugh  the offices  of  the Jaluit

Geseltschdi,

  When  Ihe governor ef  the New  Guinea Protector-

IVV'; tF  b  A j#l 
'l4f

 tO  e  kpt iU  EstS  i 1 Z  rrJ

ate-  which  included the Bismarck Archipelago, a  few

of  the Solomon  Islands, and  New  Gainea in the "`old

protectofate" in addition  to Germasu 
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THE  GERMANS  IN

USHERING  IN THE

MICRONESIA

TVVENrlETH

:

CENTURY

ProtessorDirk

 Anthony  Ballendont

or  Histotly and  Micronesian

  University of

o  that  by, 1879,  according  to a

govemment  memorandum,  German  firms were  export-

ing from the Paeific some  RM6.000.eOO in copra,  cotzon,

and  shells,

  North of  New  Guinea, the far-flung islands of

Micronesia  with  the exception  of  the Marshails which

were  annexed  in 1885, did nol  join the Gerrnan empire
until 1899, though  German traders had been active  there

since  the 1860s.

  The  Gefmans, in fact, dominated the copra  trade in

the area  by the mid  1880s, but when  Bismarck tried

to annex  the  Carolines and  Palau groups in 1885  Spain

claimed  the islands and  the Marianas as part of  her old

sea-barne  empire,  (Firth, l974)

  The Spanish  interlude did not  destrey Germany's

tradc dominance; and  when  the MicTonesian islands weTe

sold  te Germany  in the wake  of  the Spanish-American

War, this tiny island spheie  was  in quite a  prospcrous

position, It co]tinued  to float along  in a  reasonably

productive appendage  of  German  New  Guinea to which

it was  linked adTninistrativety,  occasionally  devastated

by typhoons  or  disTupted by strikes  in the Marshalls

er  by  the  major  revolt  in Pohnpei  in 1910 which  was

only  put down  by the application  of  overwhelming

GeTman  might  and  severity,

  Nearly eighty  years have now  passed since  the Ger-

man  flag flew over  the tlny and  beautifuL is]ands of

Micronesia, Only a handf"1 of  islanders are  still alive

who  remember  the German  colonists,  and  with  each  day

that passes their  memories  further fade. Germany  has

tTuly become  a part of  histoTy in Micronesia.

  Because the German  colonial  presence was  so

short-a  mere  fifieen years-it tends today  to be treated

teo lightly, even  romantically,  by those few teachers at

the secondary  and  higher levels who  consider  it in their

classes.  But it is important that the  past German  pres-
ence  net  be neglected  or  obscuTed;  after all,  it was
German)' who  brought the isiands and  their people into

NII-Electronic  


