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Summary of a lecture entitled Trafalgar and Tsushima Sea
Battles that Changed History and Significance of the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance given by C. W. Nicol at History Seminar
“The Russo-Japanese War that Changed the World’ sponsored
by 1000 Persons Committee for the Centennial of Battle of
Tsushima Strait, at Conference Room on the third floor of the

Palace Hotel on May 28, 2005.

At the beginning of 19t century,
Napoleon was rampaging all over Europe
and threatened to invade the island nation
of Britain. On the 21st of October, 1805, off
Cape Trafalgar, Spain, the British fleet
challenged a powerful allied of French and
Spanish. Fleet commander Admiral
Horatio Nelson, aboard the Victory, led his
ships into battle. By the end of the day the
British had won, although Nelson himself
was mortally wounded by musket ball fired
from high in masts of the ship that the
Victory was engaging in close combat.
Napoleon was no longer able to regain the
sea power needed to invade Britain.

A hundred years later, Admiral Togo
Heihachito, who had trained in Britain
and was student of Nelson’s tactics and
aggressive ways of naval warfare, defeated
a Russian fleet off Tsushima.

In both battle, a hundred years apart,
island nations fighting for their very
survival defeated the powerful fleets of
continental powers, thus preventing
invasion, then fallen enemies with
exemplary examples of fairness and naval
chivalry.

This year, 2005, the 200t anniversary
of the Battle of Trafalgar is being
celebrated in Britain with great pride.
What about the 100t anniversary of the
Battle of Tsushima? Will Japan as a nation
celebrate with pride?

I have no wish to glory of war. War is
the ultimate waste. However, small island
nations inevitably face the need to defend
their maritime route, coastal areas, and in
the worst scenario, the nation itself.

Britain had faced invasion after
invasion from the continent. It wasn’t until
the British built a strong, proud,
well-disciplined and trained navy that the
Britain could really call themselves
independent. As Japan emerged from
isolation into a world that was being
divided western colonialism it was obvious
that survival for Japan depend upon a
strong navy. Britain was far less of a
threat than Russia and her allies. It was a
sensible and far sighted decision for the
two nations to enter an alliance that
marked a period, lasting over twenty years,
of broad cooperation and understanding in
all fields of endeavour.

As oldest son of James Nelson Nicol, a
Royal Navy man, and as a Japanese citizen
I have studied this history and the feelings
and thoughts of the British and Japanese
people, especially navy people of those
times, and strongly believe that they have
significant meaning for Japan today.

C. W. Nicol
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