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A Study of Overgeneralization in the Process of Language Development
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T I
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(1)

This is a man who knows how to rick.
He is ricking. He did the same thing
yesterday. What did he do yesterday?
Yesterday he

(2)

.

Berko(1958) DY ROHMBREB I M T IER

Ervin(1964) ICEH I3 FHAREHFAOBBARIL DWW THES

With the irregular past tense forms, the children learned the unique,

irregular contrasts as separate items of vocabulary first. Sometimes

they were separate even contextually, as in the child who said /¢ case

off and s/t came unfastened, but come over here and come right bact.

Next, the children produced analogic past tense forms for these highly

frequent words. At the same period in which a child said d/d, he might

say doed, at the same age at which he said brote, he might say breated,

and so on...

(3)
()

(4)

(n

(5)

(6)

Bellugi and Brown(196) - BT 2 RE &

Inv: [t dropped. (2) Harlan: I go boom boom
Harlan: (To his mother) My balloon pop. (past tense context)
Mother: You popped 1t? [ny: What'd you do?

Harlan: I pop it. Harlan: [ went boom.

Cazden (1968) 1L H 1T A RF XK

Mother: Did you write it already? (2) Child: Because [ caught .

Child: Write it already. Mother: What did you catch?
Child: [ catch my bicycle.

Cazden (197D L BT 2 R B RE

Child: My teacher holded the baby rabbits and we patted thenm.
Adult: Did you say your teacher held the baby rabbits?
Child: Yes.

Adult: What did you say she did?

Child: She holded the baby rabbits and we patted them.

Adult: Did you say she held them tightly?

Child: No, she holded them loosely.

Clark (198D I BT 2R A UELCHROBBIARICODOVWTOES

In deciding how to add word endings, children might well begin by
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comparing new instances to specific exemplars already in their reper-
toires. But later, after being exposed to a large number of forms in
a coherent paradigm, they should have a plethora of exemplars to work
from, and their use of an inflection might take on the form of a gen-
eral rule. Or they might simultaneously use rules in some domains and

analogy in others...

(7) Rumelhart and McClelland(198N DR R LB T O BB AR ICET L2EE
...We have shown that, for this case, there is no snduction probl/es
The child need not figure out what the rules are, nor even that there
are rules. The child need not decide whether a verb is regular or ir-
regular. There is no question as to whether the inflected form should

be stored directly stored in the lexicon or divided from more general

principles...

(8) H# UL H T2 RBEHET L8R
UL, FHEFOERNAEL. HEET 2120, FOX O LB AL
LIETI, BREAERUBICLATERL R Z., —H. ZORBHICFHIZE~
DXMEIEDVICE-> TREFELBEERLKFTH T AL HAHIIR->TL %, &
HEBABOPELAEBREFFE LU AEXBICEI-TRALEOILT S, $abb,
FHICL-TRHI2EOERARILEFREDVAZ2HOTHY. TOHTH
B BALALhZLDPELTLKE3DTHS. ..
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