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   WHAT  WE  THINK  WE  KNOW  ABOLJT SECOND  LANGUAGE  AITRrrMN:

             EVIDENCE  FROM  JAPANESE COMEnS

                   Lynne  Hansen-Strain

              Brigham  Young  University-Hawa"
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   Language  attrhion,  the subfietd of  Iinguistics that examines  second  Ianguage forgerting, is

   ncrw about  fifteen years old. After a decade and  a half, it is usefu4 to take $tock  ef the

   accumulated  attrition research  to see  what  we  have tearneci.

   This paper focuses especiaiiy  on  evidence  gathered from attrition  sites in Japanese

   contexts  to ptovide outiine$  for an emerging  ptcture of second  Sanguage attriti(m. It

   highlights key issues in the  new  field and  discusses variables  which  appear  to be

   important in the loss of  a  second  language.

   A  
"returnee"

 family: predictable patterns of second  language retentjon  and  loss

 these ubstanti  tedb  lan ua  e tri ion research
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The  more  you know, the less you fose

Bahrjck, 1984; Hansen-Strain,forthcoming; Kurashige,forthcoming; Nagasawa,

forthceming; Weltens, 1989 .

Learnirtg that reaches  a 
`critical

 threshhoid' feve{ secure$  retention

Hansen-Strain, forthcorning; Neisser, 1984; Ishiguro, 1994; Yoshitomi, 1992.

OIder is better for the gangasage ret)ention  of  chiidren

Cohen, 1989; Hansen, 1980; Hansen-Strain, 1990; Kurashige, forthcoming; Ohlstain

1983,  1988; Yoshkta ,1989;-Yoshida
 arid Aral1990.

The east eeamed  is the  first forgotten

Hansen-Strain, 1993, forthcoming; Hayashi, forthcorning; Kurashige, forthcoming.

There  is a  specia"  status  in gnernosy  for frequentgy used,  pragrreatically

vseful  laftg"age which  has been mevnorized  holisticaEiy

Cohen  1989; Otshtain 1986,1989;  Hansen-Strain, forthcoming; Kuhberg, 1992,

Productive  tanguage skiiEs  are rnore  vu]nerabte  to toss than  receptive  er

reeegRition  $kigls

Bahrick, 1984; Oishta{n, 1989; Tomiyama,  forthcoming.

Attitudes and  motivation  fetate  to  gangtsage attrition

Nagasavva, forthcoming; Yoshitomi, forthcofning.
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