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General Guidelines for Desi nin A  ro riate  EFL Materials

LANGUAGE  TEXTS  OR  ACTIVITIES SHOULD  BE  APPROPRIATE  IN TERMS  OF:

  11

 lll.

 IV.

  v.

 Vl.

Vll.

I. Famiiiar Background  Knowledge  (not too foreignlcvlture-bound>

. Level of StructuraVGrammatical Complexity

  lnstructional Level of  Vocabulary/Comprehension

  lnteresting & lmportantlRelevant Content for Japanese Youth

  ChaHenging Development  of Higher ldealslDeeper  Values

  Specific Language  Skiils/Strategies Tavght &  Practiced

 Use Son  Lan eEdu  tinM  hod  Which:

     A, Maximize  Active, Cooperative lnvolvement of Learners

     B, lnteractive and  Communicative Skills Developed

     C. ContentlCurriculum stresses  meeting  Student Needs

     D. Evaluate lndividual Learning Sufficiently to Motivate and

        Adiust for Maximum  Progress

     After presenting  these general guidelines and  explaining  their

educational  and  linguistic rationale,  sample  activities and  texts will

be shown  for both EFL  Reading and  Writing. Specifically, the following

three designed by the presenter will be explained:

1) Using Mac  Hypercard several  Vocabulary  Development  fjles were

created  based on  Wordcraft Book  1, Lessons 1-5. Use  will be shown.

2) Writing comparative  compositions  as  a central  curriculum  focus

most  relevant  to Comparative Culture courses  will be demonstrated,

using  a text written  with  students,  entitled  Readin and  Writin a ut

Ja an: Ja anese  Colie e Student Com  ositions  (Edited by the presenter).

Among  thetopics  written  about  were  
"Comparing

 Proverbs or  Wise
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  Sayings of Two  Different Cultures and  Languages," 
"Comparing

 Two

  Great Historical Characters," 
"Analyzing

 Secial Problems  in Japan,"

  
"Comparing

 Japanese  Cities or  Events," and  
"Dividing

 Japan  and  Asia

  into Regions."

  3) Use  of familiar historical and  cultural  background  in the  teaching  of

  more  advanced  vocabulary  and  reading  skiEls will be exemplifiect  by use

  of the presenter's text, entitled  E L d Wh  l fl dJ

  {nternationalization. Early Japanese adventurers,  pioneers in education

  and  social reformers,  many  of  whom  studied  abroad,  are  presented in

  short  biographical form. Their amazing  and  interesting adventures

  form a  cuituraily  close  and  historically famMar  background  setting

  which  helps Japanese  coilege students  to be more  motivated  and

  interested iR understanding  thejr great and  varied  contributions  to the

  opening,  modernization  and  iRternationalization of Japan.
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