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Language Items

1. Target language item: _Copular identificational sentences in Japanese,
NP1 GA NP2 copula.

a. Argument-focus sentence.

NP1 GA NP2 copula

To a (presupposed) question, ‘Who is the manager here?’
watasi ga tentyoo desu

I SUB manager cOopP
—Foc

‘I 'm the manager.’

b. “Inverted” argument focus structure in which focus falls on
the syntactic predicate.

NP2 WA NPI copula

To a (presupposed) question, ‘Who is the manager here?’

tentyoo wa watasi desu
manager TOP I COP

FOC
Lit. ‘The manageris/ .’

2. Distractor item: Copular topic-comment sentences in Japanese,
which is of non-identificational type.

c¢. Predicate-focus sentence.

NP1 WA NP2 copula
To a presupposed question, ‘ What is Tokyo like?’

Tokyo wa daitosi da

TOP bigcity Cop
I |
FOC

‘Tokyo is a big city.’
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