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A Study of Synonymous Verbs in English ,
—With Special Reference to Corresponding Japanese Synonymous Verbs—
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Common Errors in the Use of Verbs by Japanese Students of English

Even among native speakers there is sometimes disagreement about which verb in a set of
synonymous verbs is the correct one to use. Therefore it must be very difficult for students
learning English as a foreign language to judge which verbs to use. This presentation will
focus on common errors and misusage by Japanese college students. As one example, the
difference between remember and memorize is often misunderstood. Often when I give an

assignment, a student will ask me if they must remember it. I tell them to not only remember
it, but to also memorize it. Remember means to just have some knowledge of it in your brain.

Memorize means to learn all of it completely by heart. A number of other common errors
will be dealt with in this presentation. (Elliott)
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