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                             NewspaperArticles

                                          Reiko Ikeo (Tokyo Keizai University)

    The term  
`evaluation'

 in this presentation will  be used  fo11owing the example  of

    Hunston and  Thompson (2000: 5), which  covers  
`the

 expression  of  the speaker  or

    writer's attitude or stance towards, viewpoint  on, or  feelings about  the entities or

    propositions that he or  she  is talking about.'  The use  of  evaluative  expressions  in the

    text does not  only  reflect  the speakerlwriter's  attitude  and  viewpoint  but also  a

    value-system  ofthe  community  which  the speaker/writer  belongs to. Thus, awareness

    of  an  evaluative  function of  language can  help mature  learners to interpret the

    speaker!writer's  intention and  attitude  behind the text. It can  also  promote  the learner's

    recognition  of  varied  ways  of  expressing  a proposition according  to the

    speakerlwriter's  viewpoint,

       Newspaper articles cari be an  inspiring, authentic  language teaching material  when

    carefu11y  chosen  and  appropriately  exploited.  They  can  bridge the classroom  with

    outside  worlds  and  stimulate  students'  critical  thinking. Presenting a whole  article on

    current  issues, however, often  discourages students  from reading  on  partIy because

    students  are not  always  familiar with  the textual organisation  of  newspaper  articles and

    partly because students'  vocabulary  is insufficient for understanding  the text of  an

    article.

       One way  to use  newspaper  articles for awareness-raising  of  evaluative  language is

    presenting the headline and  the lead of  articles  in different newspapers  on  the same

    topic as  an introductory phase ef  reading.  The  lead, which  normally  consists  of  no

    more  than  a  few sentences,  can  show  the reporter's  or  publisher's evaluation  and

    interpretation of  incidents on  which  the reporter  is reporting.  Evaluation can  be

    represented  by the use  of  lexis, grammar and  textual organisation,  The fbllowing

    examples  are  the headlines and  the leads from two different newspapers  on  the arrest

    of  Livedoor's CEO,  which  occurred  in January 2006. The  underlined  expressions  are

    heavily Ioaded with  the reporter's  evaluations.
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     Japanese internet g!!!!! arrested

     Japanese proseeutors today  arrested Takafumi Horie, the gg!/g!2ri!yb t chiefexecutive  ofLivedoor,

     the internet seryices  provider, fbr syspgeg!ggcted securities  laws violatiens.

                                                 (7)Pie 7Vmes, January 23, 2006)

     Japanese !ggb!u!!gg!u} arrested  for alleged securities  violations

     TOKYO-Japanese  prosecutors arrested  iconoclastic !In!g!ngunggtut t l[fakafumi Horie and

     three bu$iness partners today, }ylt!iE}giggk them  QLff to a  Tokyo  detention center  in a  !!4!tlggaj!>lll

     teievised police cavalcade  to face aj/!ggg!IQusl to  sthey  broke securities  laws

                                           (Los Angeles nmes, January 23, 2006)

  ln both articles, Horie appears  as  an  objeet  of  the action  in the passive sentences  in the

  headlines, and  the prosecutors are the agent ofthe  action  in the active  sentences  in the

  lead. While the artieie in the nmes  reports  the incident with  reiative]y  neutral

  expressions,  the article in Los Angeles 7}mes describes the incident with  more

  value-laden  expressions.

     Comparing  the leads of  different newspapers  on  the same  topic has several

  pedagogical advantages.  The  topic which  is discussed by muitiple  newspapers  is }ikely

  to be familiar to students,  and  the fact that they have background knowledge on  the

  issue heips students  to understand  the broader context  of  the issue. Leads have

  common  elements  such  as  
"who",

 
"where",

 
"when",

 
"what",

 
"why"

 and  
"how"

 of  the

  incident discussed. This makes  it easier  even  fbr students  who  have very  little or  no

  experience  of  linguistic analysis  to identify value-laden  expressions.  Reading more

  than one  short  passage about  the same  issue enahles  students  to predict the rneaning  of

  unknown  words  and  expressions,  arid this can  boest students'  confidence  in their

  eurrent  reading  activity. The  comparing  process can  lead to students'  ohoosifig  one

  article over  others  and  promote further reading  of  the text.
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