The Japan Associ ation of College English Teachers (JACET)

Aug. 30 (Sun.)/09:35-10:00/ A1l Case study

Self-assessment of Intercultural (Communicative) Competence
through Auto-ethnographic Journal Writing and Interviews:
A Case Study of a Content-based Mini-thesis Writing Course

Brown, Ivan Bernard (Joetsu University of Education)

This presentation will report on a case study focusing on the work of four graduate students on a 15-week course integrating mini-
thesis writing with self-assessment of intercultural (communicative) competence. The overall course design was based on Houghton
(2013), and the students’ mini-research projects were based on a selection of relevant literature (chiefly the intercultural communicative
competence model of Byram 1997 and Byram & Zarate 1997, and the BASIC model of Koester & Olebe 1988 and Olebe & Koester
1989) and the methodology of Holmes and O’Neill (2010). The class (nine students in total) was introduced to the most relevant
literature through a series of short readings and integrated exercises in becoming familiar with features of academic writing. They were
also inducted into the auto-ethnographical research methodology through a series of qualitative self-assessments based on the above
models. Subsequently, they planned, conducted, recorded and transcribed interviews in English with intercultural others, as a means
of generating further auto-ethnographic self-assessment. Finally, they wrote mini-theses on their projects, including all the chapters
and sections of a typical thesis, all on a miniature scale. Three main sets of data were gathered for the instructor-author’s analytical
reflection on this course: (1) the students’ “diary entry sheets” (written self-assessments of intercultural (communicative) competence),
(2) the recordings and transcriptions of their intercultural interviews, and (3) the academic writing of their mini-theses. The presenter
will introduce illustrative examples from the four students’ work in each of the data-sets, aiming to identify the most salient features
and processes in the transformation of their intercultural communicative awareness and academic writing, concluding with a list of key

concepts and issues that will be useful for designing both curricula and full-scale research projects in the future.
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Analyzing Learning Logs based on Self-regulated Learning Theory:
Focus on Proficiency Level
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Higher Education Internationalization Needs New Goals,
New Attitudes and New Curricula for the Teaching of English

Siusana Kweldju (SEAMEO Regional Language Centre)

A response to the impact of globalization is the internationalization of higher education (HE). HE internationalization is not
only driven by the stakeholders of HE institutions, but also by the metrics issued by university rankings and accreditation agencies.
Internationalization has led to new cooperation, academic mobility and exchange programs for students, lecturers and researchers.

However, HE internationalization in EFL countries, or in Kachru’s terminology, Expanding Circle (EC), faces linguistic challenges

that have never taken place in inner circle countries, and almost never in outer circle countries. The reason is that to participate in
international exchange activities, more often than not students and scholars from EC countries have to demonstrate evidence of an
adequate level of native-speaker-based conceptions of proficiency. This requirement is fast becoming a norm even for short term
exchange programs/events which are held in EC countries with none of the participants being native speakers of English. If this norm
persists, HE internationalization in EC countries tends to benefit mainly English-major students and the more privileged students from
non-English Department. It will not fully build a new generation of productive and resourceful citizens who are ready to solve local
problems. This paper, therefore, questions the validity of this requirement for EC, because the mission of EC countries is to adopt
various HE internationalization strategies to expose their scholars and aspiring scholars of diverse academic backgrounds to hands-on
knowledge, experience and expertise in solving real-world multidimensional problems. This paper also highlights the importance of
new attitudes, learning goals, and curricula for the teaching and learning of English in HE institutions in EC countries. It argues that
what students need are attainable practical communication and interpersonal skills for today’s real-life environments. It concludes that
English should be taught based on the macro level of the global need of English as a lingua franca and that native-speaker norms of

accuracy are unnecessary.

Aug. 30 (Sun.)/10:10-10:35/ 212 Associate member’s presentation

The Making of “Make It Simple” (Developing Teaching Materials
for Teaching English with a Minimum Amount of Grammar)
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