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要 旨　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 ．　 ．．　 　 　 　 　 　 、　 　 　
・．　 　 　 ．　 　 ．．

　本稿で は 、 TOEIC 対策 ク
．ラ ス で学生 が参加で きる実用的な ア クテ ィ ビ テ ィ と 、 そ れ に

対す る学生の 意見 を紹 介する 。 そ れ は多 くの 学生が 興味を持
．
っ て 取 り組め 、 ス ピー

キ ン グ

や リス ニ ン ン グ能力 を伸ば す だ けで な く、語彙力を増や すた め に 有効 で あ る 。 さ ら に は将

来 の 就職 活動 に も役立 つ もの で あ る 。 ア ク テ ィ ビテ ィ で は 、 学生が 働 きた い と思 う会社 に

っ い て 、 TOEIC 対策で 学習 した表現 を使 い 発表 を行 う。

．
終了後 の ア ン ケ

ー
ト調査で 、 約

70％の 学生 が 、 「TQEIC 対策 と して 英語．能力向上に 役立 っ た 。 」 と い う結果 とな っ た。．そ

れ ゆえ に 調．査者 は 、 TOEIC 対策 ク ラ ス で は問題演習 に加 え て 、
・学生が参加で きるア クテ ィ

ビ テ ィ を取 り入れ る こ とを提案 して い る コ
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Introduetion

　 According　to　Robb ＆ Ercanbrack （1999），it　is　clear 　that　students 　tend　to　focus　on

8tudying 　the　same 　type 　of 　language　which 　is　often 　used 　for　tests　a 正l　over 　the．world 　in−

cluding 　Japan．　The　author 　also 　found　that　in　general ，
　students 　try　TOEIC −type　ques−

tions　as 　practice　in　order 　to　improve　their　TOEIC 　scores ．　Teachers　provide　explana −

tions　of 　the　questions　and 　language　which 　appear 　on 　the　test　in　TOEIC 　prepara．tion

classes 　where 　the　classes 　tend　to　lack　real 　language　acti ▽ities，

　　However ，　the　author 　would 　like　students 　to　relate 　their　interests　and 　needs 　to　the

content 　of　the　TOE 王C　preparatory 　textbook ，　 and 　use 　the　expressions 　they　learned

from　it　in　a 　meaningful 　situation ．　This　is　because　the　author 　believes　students 　can 　ac −

quire　the 　target 　language 　by　using 　it　in　erder 　to　express 　their　opinions 　in　elass 　by 　pre−

paring 　 for　the 　 TOEIC 　 test．　 For　 these 　 reasons ，　 the　 author 　 created 　 a 　 one −minute

presentation　aetivity 　in　which 　studen 七s　would 　be　actively 　engaged 　and 　attempted 　to
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encourage  them  to show  their  originality  and  fostet their  autonemy  threugh  the  ac-

tivity in class.  It was  hypothesized that the students  would  know  more  TOEIC  re-

lated words  and  expressions  beeause of  the activity.

Baekground  of  the elass

 The  elass  was  for TOEIC  preparation  and  was  an  elective  eourse  held in the second

semester  of  t-he 2007 academic  year. The goa].s of  the class  were  1) students  aim  to

score  over  550 on  the TOEIC  test by enhancing  their basic vocabulary  and  grammar

for the test: 2) students  will  be able  to use  simple  and  useful  expressions  in business

settmgs.

  All freshmen took a  [I]OEIC IP test in the 'first semester.  According to the student.s'

TOEIC  IP seores,  the lowest scQre  was  390 and  the highest one  was  780 in the author's

class,  The  class  included 27 humanities rnajors  and  22 science  majors  and  all of  the stu-

dents except  one  were  freshmen,  The  class  was  conducted  mainly  in English,

An  explanation  of  the aetivity

Praparation

  In the  activity,  students  made  a  one-minute  presentation abeut  the  eompany  they

would  like to work  for, Before their presentations, students  finished some  unitS  in

t･heir TOEIC  preparation texthook  related  to it. The  author  made  a  presentation  in

front of  the students  a$  an  example.

  In order  to help them  make  a  draft of  their presentations, the students  were  pro-

vided  with  two  handouts  (Appendix 1 and  2) which  explained  how  the resehreh  on  the

company  was  carried  out  and  the draft was  written.  The  author  exp]ained  that  the

company's  information  could  be found on  the Internet and  that students  could  use  a

variety  of  sources  lncluding the Internet to get the information they  needed  for their

research.

  The  author  also  explained  that Appendix 1 was  a  copy  of  the eempany's  homepage

found on  the website,  and  some  information of  Appendix 1 was  translated  and  sum-

marized  in English by  the  author  to make  the draft of  the presentation(Appendix  2) .

  After that, the students  were  taught  some  vocabulary  such  as  corporate  philosophy,

business description, and  business performance  in the example  draft (Appendix 2),
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  Then, the students  were  told that some  expressions  which  they  had learned from

their textbeok  were  used  in the example  draft (Appendix 2) . During  the winter  break,

each  student  ehose  one  company,  researehed  the eompany,  and  made  a draft of  his or

her presentation. The  students  had about  a  month  to  prepare,

On  the dau  of  the activity

 The students  were  given an  evaluation  sheet  (Appendix 3). The  purpose  of  the  sheet

was  to encourage  students  to listen to others  and  take notes,  The student･s  were  told

they  could  write  down  what  they  heard in English or  in Japanese  - whichever  they felt

comfertable  with,  During the presentatipns, the autho]7  was  impressed that students

in the audience  concentrated  on  listening to others  carefully  while  taking  notes,  The

students'  evaluation  sheets  were  collected  at  the end  of  the class,

The  result  of  the students'  questionnaire

 The author  made  a  questionnaire about  the activity  which  was  given to the students

at  the end  of  the course  in February, 2008. Forty-eight studepts  who  toek  the course

answered  the questionnaire. It was  written  in Japanese se  that students  eould  under-

stand  each  question more  easily  and  express  their  opinions  freely.

Ql. VVas the presentation  usefttl  for TOEIC  preparation.?  What

   usefltt2  Exptain  in detait.

        Table 1. Was  the presentation  useful  for TOEIC  preparat･ion?

was  usefut  or  not

(N==48)

/

'
No. %

Stronglyagree 2''
4%

A.ffree
'

32 67%tttttttt

Slight]ydisag'ree 13 27Yo
ttt-Stronglydisagree

1 2%

  Thirty-four students  agreed  or  strongly  agreed  with  the usefulness  of  the activity,

representing  71%  of  the tetal respondents.

Positive reasons

  27 positive opinions  were  collecLed  and  categorized  into five main  groups.
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1. Students ean  ･become  familiar with  business related  words  and  expressions,  (8

  responses)'  .- 
'
 

'
 

'-

  . 
''Business

 related  issues and  words  are  frequently used  on  the TOEIC  test, so  t･he

   activity  is useful,"

  .  
"I

 got a  ehance  to research  about  business and  knew  how  to use  a  variety  of  teeh-

   nical  terms."

  ' 
'TI

 learned business terms  many  times' a,nd increased vocabulary."

2. Students can  learn new  vocabulary.  (8) '
 

'',

  . 
'tl

 was  able  to  know  words  which  I don't usually  use.'

3, Students  can  benefit from the actual  use  of･ English, (5)

  . 
''I

 think I ean  easi],y  aequire  vocabulary  by using  English as  my  own  words,

  (e,g. find-found-found/ found-founded-founded)"

  ' 
"I

 can  use  English in which  I am  interested."

  .  
"Speaking

 in front of  people is 
''real

 Eng'lish" rather  thah  EI]OEIC,",

4. Students  ean  practice writing,.(5)  
'
 

'
 

'

  ' 
'tlt

 was  a  good  opportunity.  to 'write what  I want  tQ say."

5. It will  be useful  in the future. ･(2)

  . 
'"I

 think it will  be useful  to gain knowledge  about  busine'ss."

'
 Regarding gr･oups･ 1 and  2'above, TOEIC  covers･expTessions  from  daily lit"e to'busiL

ness  life whieh  students  are  not  familiar.with. Students are  especially･  not  famMar

with  business terms. However, the students'  reactions  showed  t,hat the  aetivlty  was
                        /t                 t t tt ttt                         '

very  helpful in learning new  vocabulary,

 In regard  to greup  3, the firs't' oPinion  was  written  by the student  whose  TOEIC

scoTe  was  525. In her opinion,  she  wanted  to say  that the base  form  of  
'rfound''

 is the

same  as  the past arid  past  participle  foym  ef  
"find",

 so  it was  very  eonfusing.  However,

when  she  aetually  used  them,  she  acquired  the  words.

IVegative reasons

  29% of  the  students  thought  that the activity  was  not  useful  for [["OEIC preparation,

11 negative  opinions  were  collected  and  mainly  divided into two  groups.

1, It wa's  net  directly related  to  TOEIC,  (5 responses)'
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  ."Writing  is not  required  for TOEIC," (2) -

  
' 

"Trying

 TOEIC  questions is better ."'

  
. 

''It

 wil!  be use ±
'ul

 when  I ge a.broad."

  
. 

"It

 was  good  to practice presentations,  but I'm not  sure  about  it was  good  for

   [I]OEIC preparation." ,

2, Other reasons  (6)

  '  
"It

 was  easy.''

  
' 

"Expressions

 were  too  difficult to  learn,''

  '  
"Everyone

 used  the same  expressions."

  .  
''I

 just researched  and  wrote."'

  
'  

"I

 elon't think  I can  improve  my  English  in such  a  short  time;''

  
.
 

"I

 didn't learn anything  special  from  it."

Q2. Did  yeu  enjoy  working  on  thepresentation2  
'

                                                         '                                                          '                                          '                                  '

            Table 2. Did you  enjoy  working  on  the presentation?  CN=48)

NTo,･tA

Stronglyagree 2ttt 4%

Agree 28i,59%

S..lightlydisagree. ･l15, 31%

Stronglydisagreei 3 6%

  Thirty  students  agreed  Qr  strQngly  agreed  with  the enjoyableness  of  the activity,

representjng  63% of  t･he total respondents.

         '

Q3. Was  tistening tb your  classmates'presentations  usefttt,  and  why.P

       '

    Table  3, Was  listening to your  elassmates'  presentations  usefu],  and  why?  (N=48)
                                                        '

'No. Yo'

Strenglyagree' 6tt1.g%

Agree I26 54%

Slightlydisagree
ttttttttt t

13!27%

Strenglydisagr'ee 214Y,
..t

Nonapplicable i 1 2%

rrhirty-two

 students  agreed  or  strongly  agreed  with  the usefulness  of  listening to
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their classmates'  presentations, TepTesenting  67%  of  the. total number  of  the respon-

dents.

Positive reasons

  23 positive reasons  were  collected  and  classified  into three main  groups.

1, Ss can  learn about  a  variety  of  companies,  (13)

  
'
 

"I

 was  able  to learn not  only  about  various  types of  company  but also  English ex-

        tlt
   presslons.

  
.  

"It

 was  jnteresting to listen te because every  one  was  interested in different eom-

       ttl
   panles,

  
.  

"I

 got a  deep understanding  of  cornpanies  and  it was  helpful to know  what  class-

   mates  think about  their career  ."

2. Ss can  improve their liste/nihg skill.  (7)

  . 
"I

 have  seldom  had a  cha]ce  to  listen to English pronounced  by the Japanese."

3. Ss can  learn t'rom other  students  by  realizing  the  difference ef  eaeh  presentation.

                                                                   (5)

  With  regard  to group  1, it was  interesting to know  which  companies  were  popular

among  students.  For exarnple,  one  of  the  major  travel  agencies  in Japan was  popular

at  that time. AIso, both a  seience  major  and  a  humanities student  chose  Japan's larg-

est  car  manufacturer,  In this way,  it was  very  in!'oumative for the  students  to  know

a  variety  of  eempanies'  names.

  Regarding group  2, TOEIC  eurrently  deals with  five varleties  of  spoken  English -

American,  Australian, New  Zealander, Canadian and  British. Therefore, TOEIC  test

takers  need  to get used  to  different varleties  of  English. However, in the activity  the

students  listened to their  classmates  who  were  native  speakers  of  cJapanese.  So this lis-

tening practice was  not  direetly related  to the TOEIC  test, but sorne  students  felt they

ceuld  enhance  their listening skills.

Negative reasons

  Only five negative  opinions  were  collected  as  follows,

  Ss were  not  able  to  listen to  classmates.  (5 responses)
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.
 

"I

 couldn't  understand  what  they  said  because they  spoke  fast or  in a  low  voice,"

                                                                     (4)
.
 

''Everyone
 was  not  so  good  at  pronunciation, so  I didn"t think it was  a  listening

 practice." (1)

  Regarding this issue, we  did not  have  time for questiens and  answers,  but if we  had,

the students  could  have asked  the presenters  to repeat  what  they had said  and  the

problem  could  have been so}ved.

 Advantages of  the aetivity
                                         '

   The following are  advantages  of  the aetivity  based on  students'  reactions  and  the
                                                                          '

 author's  findings,

 1. It is interesting and  practical  for many  students.

 2. It is student-eentered.

 3. It increases students"  vocabulary  related  to  business,

 4. It improves their listening and  speaking  abilities.

 5. It enhances  other  skills  such  as  sumrnarizing  and  translating.

 6, Students  get information  about  a  variety  of  companies.

  7, Students learn frorn other  students  and  are  inspired by them,

 8, It provides an  opportunity  to think about  their career.

  9, It is useful  for students  of  all levels from low to high  English ability,

   As  written  above,  many  advantages  were  found, In respect  to no.1,  since  each  stu-

  dent independently researched  the company  he or  she  was  interested in, this experi-

  ence  will  be very  helpful for his or  her job hunting. Howrey  (2007, p. 342) writes,

  
''Another

 benefit is that presentaLions encourage  independent learning." In addition,

  the students  will  have some  chance  to speak  in front of  people in other  elasses  and!or

  make  presentations after  graduaSion. Therefore, it will  be a  good  experience  for their

  future, Howrey  (2007, p. 343) quotes  Stein"s opinion  (1995), 
"Doing

 presentations  in

  elass  is also  beneficial as  a  Iife skill.''

    With  regard  to no,5,  the author  visited  some  homepages of  the compani.es  the stu-

  dents chose  and  found  that  such  eompanies  had  both  English  and  Japanese  home-
'
 pages. But the author  was  p]eased to notjce  that the students  did not  copy  the
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sentences  of  the English  homepages,  but  summarized  relevant  sections  in their own

words.  Also, some  cornpanies  had  homepages,  only  in Japanese. In such  eases,  stu-

dents had to translate Japanese into English and  so  were  able  to practice･summarizing

and  translating, The author  was  irnpressed by  the students'  hard work.

 Regarding no.  8, since  students  have limited working  experience,  they are  unfamil-

iar with  business issues in the TOEIC  test.･Studying for the TOEIC  exam  is a  good

ehance  for the students  te think about  their  careers.

 In regard  to no.9,  the activity  worked  well  though  the class  had  a  wide  range  of  lev-

els of  students  with  TOEIC  scores  ranging  from 390 to 780. Surprising]y, the  author

found that- the Iow level students  successfully  made  presentations as  well  as  higla. Ievel

students,  The  authoT  thinks the presentation exarr]ple  (Appendix 2) was  helpful to the

students.

 Conelusion . 
'

   This aetivity  was  helpful in preparing  fer only  some  aspects  of  the TOEIC  test and

 an  inquiry about  the students'  TOEIC  scores  should  have been done a'Eter  the activity.

 However,  this  one-minute  presentation motivated  the students  and  it, had many  bene-

 fits. The  resul'ts  show  that sorne  students  could  enhanee  t･heir vocabulary  and  knowl-

 edge  related  to the  TOEIC  test, Therefore, English teaehers are  encouraged  to inelude

 some  interactive activities  fer their  students.  The  author  thinks TOEIC  is benefieial

 for students'  car･eer  development.  This  is because TOEIC  has a･ lot of  cultural  and  ca-

 reer  develepment eontent  that makes  students  interested and  more  aware  ot' their ca-

 reers.  For example,  students  can  read  job advertisements,  eover  letters, and  business

, lettelrs･ in TOEIC  questions. By  preparing  for the TOEIC  test, therefore, students  can

 enjoy  a  variety  of  lallguage activities  which  they  can  relate  to and  show  their creativ-

 ity and  originality,  and  express  their opinions.  The  author  hopes  this paper  will  pro-

 vide  some  useful  information for-future ]research  on  the  effect  of  speakin.cr  and

 listening activities  on  TOEIC  scores  and  l'or teachers  who'  are  conducting  TOEIC

 preparation  classes.
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                    Appendix2  presentationexample

                                                            '

pee<eci'ftB Presentation (l minute)  Name(  )
                                '

                                                       ]
Company  Name  : Fair Trade Company

I would  like to introduce Fair  Trade  Company.

                  '

Foundation:The  company  was  founded  in 1995, (Unit3p. 18)

                                              '

Corporate philosophy  : The  corporate  philosophy is to protect the environment  and

  support  the  lives and  environment  of  the  people in developing countries.

                                                  '

                                    '

Capital : The  capital  is 60 million  yen.

Employees  : The  number  of  employees  is 40.

Business  Description  : They  develop, market,  and  import  eco-friendly  produets such

  as  clothes,  handicrafts, foods, interior geeds, accessories,  and  so  on.  (Unit 3 p,18)

                  '

Braneh  offiee,  group  eompany,  subsidiary  : They  have a  group  eompany  in the U.K.

  (Unit 3 p.18)

Business  Performanee  i Sales have  increased each  year. (Unit 8 p, 48)
                                                          '
            '

Outlet : They  have  two  outlets  in Tekyo.  (Unit 8 p.48) One is in Jiyugaoka and  the

  other  is in Omotesando.

I would  like to work  /for this eempany  because the company  has  made  a  great

  contribution  to  international society,
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Appendix 　3

選択英語 BPresentation 　evaluation 　sheetName （ ）

No．

e・9・

1

Presenter Compally　Name

Shizuno 　Seki

｛
　Fair　Trade
ilCompany

Business　Description

環境 と 人 に 優 し い 商品

．開発 、 販売 、 輸人

ヨ
ー… … 一

一ギー 一 一 一

、

−

Other　informゴtlon

三虹
3

環 境 保 護 と 途 上 国 支 援

を 月的と し た ビ ジ ネ ス

の 実践 ・普及

4

5

6

＿ ⊥＿
「

L

7
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