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Abstract This study raises a query about the present situation in which restrictive
relative clauses are to be introduced to Japanese learners before nonrestrictive ones.
The proposition will be discussed regarding that the introduction of nonrestrictive
clauses should be placed earlier in the curriculum of English teaching, based on
three viewpoints; historical reviews, complexity of linguistic structures and

empirical data analysis.
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Jack & Betty 3% 3%
Sunshine 5% 5%
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51 (Bardovi-Harlig & Bofran, 1989; Crooks, 1990; /Ig& + (LPY, 2003), T-Units i35 —#
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a. He has three sons who became doctors.

X 4
N
NP VP
N Vv NP
NP S
NP VP
N V NP
He has three sons who became doctors
b. He has three sons, who became doctors.
X5
S
S S
NP VP NP VP
\Y% NP A% NP

He has three sons (,) who became doctors.
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2#k e BMODEBET A MLV bEERAZEELERT LT AINTHHILEZIEHLTND
PE-T, WELRFET A N EAL2T &£ L B2 - 3RATHET X rm%w%mm@#ww
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4 % % WEAE
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2
/
| S ZZ
i . K1The J K1k —
£2 HMIEICET SRR
e 3 A B RE1FEATA REF1F4£ AL
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Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
T-Unit HNFE? 5.755 0.792 5.487 0.999 7.579 1.458
LfrEeaE AR 1.184 1.004 0.837 1.184 4.556 2.78
eI E AR 0.735 0.898 0.429 0.857 3.593 2.082
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bLbHDIIITARITLND,

FEEOREEZARIL, FRLELTHLVIBERTHEREN TV EREDKELRHE
2, BRALFAOCEARHOHMICALND L IIZ, 2o TEBELXZED TV AERICA
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x
1) BRRAFAOHIRAE L FERIBAEOCERIL, UTOX D RANCEEICHNS,

a. The books which were written by foreign authors were burned.
b. The books, which were written by foreign authors, were burned.
(Baker, 1989: 332)

LL22dn, CARERELVWERY ERRO L S 2B 0IARR OBRAL T O® AL
TRV DT, BRFETHLEDDIT, WHWIAKGPNEDOUTO L 5 2BRALFETH
B

c. He has three sons who became doctors.

d. He has three sons, who became doctors.
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FIRBIED X ZLIZTNED, HDWVWIE, d O XD RIERIBABEONCTRENEHT D Z
L%, LIc3oT, AT, ThIE, SIRBIECHHBABICERTIHA, cLd
KRRETDZ EITT 5,

S5 Xk
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