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To the entire world I admit I am a very stupid person. On December 25, 2003, I was on an
airplane to Paris. Prior to departure, I had studied French diligently by listening to French

conversation tapes every day for about two months. I had also been to Paris three times before, so

I was fairly confident in my French.
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Now on this Air France flight to Paris, French flight attendants started serving drinks, and it was my
turn to order. My flight attendant smiled and asked me what I wanted. I confidently replied in my
excellent French, “Jus de pomme de terre, s’il vous plait.” 1 wanted apple juice. Looking a bit confused,
she asked me to repeat my order.

This didn’t make me nervous at all. This happens all the time when I speak in English. Even when I
speak in perfect English, native speakers of English sometimes don’t understand me and ask me to
repeat. So a bit more boldly and in a louder voice, I repeated my order in French, saying, “Jus de pomme
de terre, s’il vous plait.” All I wanted was apple juice, and it was a very simple request.

She still looked confused. As I tried to repeat my order for the third time, her face lit up. She said,
“Oh, jus de pomme!” Tt was then that a horrible realization hit me in the head. Pomme de terre means
“potato” in English. So, when I said, “Jus de pomme de terre, s’il vous plait,” I was not asking for apple
juice. I was saying, “Potato juice, please.” Who in the world would want to drink potato juice!

Now to the entire world, I admit and confess that I am a hopelessly stupid person. Laugh at me if
you’re kind, but don’t call me Potato Man, s il vous plait. (306 words)

--By Wiseman Plumfield
(This article was first published on January 15, 2004.)
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Hello, everyone! Today, I would like you to read one of the articles I have written for Karyo Weekly.
But, before we do that, let’s start off with a warm-up question. Today’s warm-up question is: “Do you
like traveling? Why or why not?” Now, please do janken with your partner. You have 30 seconds to
talk about this topic. Now, winners go first. Ready? 1, 2, 3, go! [Janken winners speak for 30
seconds.] Now, switch. Ready? 1, 2, 3, go! [Janken losers speak for 30 seconds.] OK, time is over.
[The teacher asks a few students to share their answers. ]

OK. Now, I would like you to read one of the stories I have written for Karyo Weekly. Something
funny happened on my trip to Paris. In fact, I made a bad mistake. It’s a true story. Would you like to
read it? OK.

Now, before I read the story, let me write two questions on the board. First, when did this story
happen? Second, who appears in this story? Please try to answer these questions while you listen to
the story. Now, let me begin.

[The teacher reads the passage aloud.]
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Now, let’s check the answers. First, please talk with your partner and compare your answers. [ will
give you twenty seconds. [After 20 seconds.] Now, what’s the answer to question 1? When did this
story happen? [The students answer the question.] Great! How about question 2? Who appears in this
story? [The students answer the question.] Very good!

OK. Now, let’s do pair work. I will give you the text and a worksheet. Please put your desks
together and get into pairs. [The teacher gives each pair the text and the worksheet.] Now, you have
fifteen minutes to answer the questions. If you finish all the questions, please raise your hands. I will

check your answers.

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
1. Mr. Plumfield was on his way back from Paris. T or F?
2. How long had he been studying French tapes before he went on the trip?
3. Why was Mr. Plumfield not nervous?
4. Mr. Plumfield wanted to drink apple juice. T or F?
5. What does he admit to the whole world?

6. Une lecon frangaise: Assortissez les mots (1) - (4) avec les mots (a) - (d).

(1) jus (a) apple
(2) pomme (b) juice
(3) pomme de terre (c) please
(4) s’il vous plait (d) potato

7. Translate “Jus de pomme de terre, s’il vous plait.” into English.
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ESSAY: Write about something funny/strange that happened on a trip you made. Your essay should be

more than 50 words.

Z DELX, F ¥ Something funny happened on my trip to Kyoto three years ago. & #ii#E L T X,
Ty A DD HFDOETNERT, £Y 7 & L TIL, “Here’s another worksheet. Please read the
question and write your answer in English. Also, please look at the blackboard. I have written a
sample beginning.” & S ->72 0 35,

Y ORRIE, BOEELZRY R0 5, AEFPFV TV D REIXOERHZ TE 2#H TT
W, REOKRTIHIZKRDO XL I IZHHL L 5,

OK. I'm afraid we are running out of time. Please remember to hand in your essays at the
beginning of the next lesson. I am looking forward to reading your essays. Thank you. See you soon!
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