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1. Introduction
  Many  EFL  dictionaries connect  the  uses  of  verbs  beany endure  and  sland  with negative

polarity contexts.i  The C)tfo, rdAdvanced Learner's Dictionaiy ofCbntemporaiy E2rglish (5th
ed,)  (OALD5), for example,  gives the  fo11owing explanations  for the verbs,  beaz endure  and

sland  in the relevant  sense:

(1) bear: (with can  /could, in negative  sentences  and  questions) to accept  sth  unpleasant

     without  complaining;  to stand  sth:  71hePain was  dlmost more  than he could  beax She

     couldn7  bear., (can7 bearhaving.. Hbw  canyou  bear to... ? Hla canZ  bear to...

    endure:  1 to suffer  patiently sth  that is painhil or  uncomiortable:  endure  toothache Hb

     end"red  three years in Pn'son for his religious  beliqls.

     2 (esp in negative  sentences)  to tolerate a  person, and  event,  etc:  J canT  endure  that

, woman  a moment  longer Hb  can2  endure  to be lqt7 alonel  beiirg loj} alone.

    stand:  (esp in negative  sentences  and  in questions, with  can  1 could;  ...)  to endure

     sth/sb;  to bear sthlsb:  Hb  can't  sland...  I can7  stand...  He  can7  stand  bei2rg kqpt

     waiting  I canZ  stand  People intenuPtitrg aU  the time.

   Different EFL  dictionaries give different explanations  for the contexts  where  these

verbs  appear: All the dictionariesIhave checked  connect  the environments  for bear and
stand  with negative  polarity contexts,  but they  dilifer in the  degree and  way  they recognize

th,e connections.  Some dictionaries make  no  reference  to negative  polarity in describing
the use  of  endure.  ,

   Looking them  up  in the  56 million  word  COBUILDdirect corpus  reveals  that there  are

signhicant  and  interesting differences in the degree to which  these synonymous  verbs  are

used  in negative  polarity contexts  ahd  in their distributional patterning. Sinclair (1991),
.Stubb  (1993: 14-18), Carter (1998: 62-65) and  others  have indicated that dfierent words,

different senses  and  even  different forms [variants] of  a si.ngle  word,  

'show
 different

distributional patterns, which  may  not  be derived from the  principles of  grammar:  Corpus-

based studies  have also  shown  that synonymous  verbs  have different distributional

patterns.2 The  same  can  be said  for the synonymous  verbs,  bear, endure  and  stand,  and

the difference is also refiected in the sentence  types in which  they tend to appean

   In the  sections  that fo11ow; we  first examine  in section  2 the  desbriptions and  treatment

of  the verbs  found in various  EFL  dictionaries and  usage  manuals,  where  three types of
treatment will  be identined. In section  3, we  examine  the  environments  where  the  three

synonymous  verbs  appear  in the COBUILDdirect  corpus  and  compare  their overall
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 distributional 
'patterns.

 Signdicant and  interesting differences will  be tevealed, some  of

 which  we  will  confirm  with  another  1arge-scale corpus,  the British National''Corpus (BNC).
 In section  4, we  discuss two  problems with  the descriptions and  presentations of endure

 .and bear in dictionaries. 
,

 2. The  descriptions of  the  environments  where  the  verbs  appear  in
 dictionaries and  usage  manuals

   The  descriptions of major  EFL  dictionaries and  usage  manuals  published both in Japafi
･and

 abroad  fa11 into three types according  to the way  they treat the collocability  between

 negation/interrogation  and  bear, endure  and  stand  (all in the relevant  senses).  The  three

 types  of  description can  be summarized  in table 1, focusing on  the two  crucial  parameters:3

   [Ehble 1 Three  types  of  description of  the  verbs

parameter

TYpe
<thetreatmentofendure>

<thedegreeofconnection

betweennegationlinterrogation
andthethreeverbs>

Type1 oftenusedinnegativbsentences bear>stand>endure

Type2
Splittherelevantmeaningintotwo;point
outthatinonemeaningitisespecially

'usedinnegativesentences
bear>stand>endure

Type3 nostatementabouteollocabilitybetween

negationandendure

stand>bear>endure

In table 1, types 1 and  2 are
dictionaries belong to type 1:`similar

 with  respect  to both parameters. The  fo11owing

(2) Active Genius EngIish:IZIPanese Dictionet y (1999)
   Dictione,), (1995)

, Cbitage Lighthouse E,rglish-:lapanese

 An  example  of this description is taken  from the Active Genites Engtish:IZIPanese Dictionai y:

  (3) bear: (usually with can;  in negative  and  interrogative sentences)  can  
't
 bear : 45

     endure:  (often with'cannot cauld  
'no't)

 can  no  longer endure  - 1, cOuldn't  endure  -  1,

       cannot  endure -  1

     stand:  (us'ually in negative,  interrogative and  ofconditional sentences;  with  can,  could)

       can7stand-2,  couldnZ'sland-1,  Ctzn you stand...? 
'
 

'
 

'

                                 '                '
                                              T .                                                '                                                          '

    Among  
'type

 2 are  the  fo11owing dictionaries, besides the OALD5  whose  description we

  haveaireadyshown: -
 

-''
 , ･' ''

 
'

t
 

t
 .,.' t.t  

'.
 

''
 lt '''

 .t

  (4) Learner's Pragressive E2rglish:laPanese Dictiona7v (1997), Stiper Anchor English-

     .laPanese  Dictionat y (1997), Alizw Global EnglishilizPanese Dictionary (1994)

    Among  type 3 are  the fo11owing dictionaries and  usage  manual:
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(5) Collins COB(llLD  E,rglish Dictionary (2nd ed.)

   Activater (1994), ConCULD  Engtish USage (1990)(CCED2),
 Longman  Language

Below is a sample  description taken from the CCED2:

(6) bear: 5 If you  bear an  unpleasant  experience,  you  accept  it because you  are  unable  to

     do anything  about  it. 71hay wiU  have to bear.. Hb  bore...
     6 If you can't  bear someone  or  something,  you  dislike them  very  much.  canT  bear-3

   endure:  The compaay  endured...  which  thay had to endure...

   stand:  can7  stand  -  3, Stoddart can  stand  a2ry  account  ofPersonal cn'ticism. Hbw  does

     he stand...?

  The CCED2  makes  no  statements  about  the  occur;ence  of  endure  in negative

sentences.  It also  gives an  independent treatment!definition to the aff;irmative  use  of  bear
under  bear  5. Although it shows  an  affirmative  example  for stand,  this seems  to indicate

that the C(]ED2 tries to show  that bear is more  likely to be used  in affirmative sentences

than stand.6

3. The  distributions of  the  verbs  in the COBUILDdirect  corpus

  In this section,  we  see  the distribution of  the three  synonymous  verbs  in the

COBUILDdirect corpus,  with  special  attention  to sentence  types in which  they appear;  in ･

order  to see  the degree of  their compatibility  with  negative  polarity contexts.' We  see  the

distribution of bear in 3.1, that of  endure  in 3.2 and  that of stand  in 3.3. In 3.4, we  compare

their overall  distributional patterns and  identify major  differences and  describe the uses  of

the verbs  mirrored  in their distributions.

3.1 The  distribution of  bear

  Before showing  the distribution of bear in the'corpus, q, note  is in order  about

apparently  relevant  examples  which  we  have not  included in our  survey  They  are  those

of  bear with  inanimate subjects:B

(7) These were  deals done behind closed  doors which  could  not  bear the light of  public

   scrutinM  which  would  embarrass  both allies, ... (ukbooks/BOOOOOOII17)
                                                      / i

In (7), bear has a kind of  passi.ve interpretatiQn, which  is not  the  case  with  those  whose

subjects  are  animate.  As we  have already  seen  in section  1, different senses  of  a  single

word  usually  show  different Oistributiqn.al pqtterning. Thus, it 
,wo.

 ulq  bg desirable to treat

the two  uses  separately  Examples like (8) are  also  excluded:  .

(8) The  news  agency  said that the Economic Planning Board wi!1 send  one  hundred and

   twenty  million dollars to help fund Operation Desert Shield and  a  hundred million  to
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help countries  bear the  strain  of  imposing United Nations sanctions.

                                                    (bb(YSIOO0901102)

Bear in (8) is used  in the sense  of  
`carry'

 or  
`shoulder',

 and  these verbs  appear  in different
syntactic  environments  from the ones  used  with  the sense  of  

`put
 up  with'.

  
'Ihble

 3 shows  the environments  where  four variants,  bear bears, bore and  borne appear
in the corpus.  The examples  are  sorted  basica11y according  to.their construction  types.

The  left colurnn  shows  the various  grammatical frames in which  each  example  fa11s into,
the center  column  the  raw  counts  of  the samples,  and  the  right  column  the relative

percentage of  the major  frames.

The  fo11owing are  sample  sentences  for some  of major  construction  types:

(9) innegativecontexts: 
'
 

'

   a. I'M in love for the first time and  enioy  being with  my  girlfriend so  inuch I can't  bear

     the thought of  leaving hen ･･ (sunnowAg9119980402)
   b, But befbre five minutes  have passed he draws himself up,  shakes  his head as  though

     he feels a sharp  pain, and  tugs at the reins.  He  can  bear it no  longer. Back to the

     yard!" he thinks. 
`'Ib

 the yard!" (usbooksB9000001423)
   c. Well because I think she'd  smoke  all the  time and  I <ZGY>  it's disgusting <FOI>

     Mm  <F04>  Bvt I don't think  I'could bear to be <ZGI>  near  <ZGO>  .her

     <FOI>  Because of  the smell  or  <F04>  Erm  <ZFI>  (ukspoklS9000001240)
   after  words  with  negative  implication: -

 -

   d. We  are  always  here for those for whom  life may  be getting too rnuch  to bear, and

     we  have the time to listen and  give emotional  support  -  in absolute  confidence.

                                                   (ukeph'em!EOOOOOOO092)
   e. Fbr both Cockburn and  WHSmith  a mistake  would  be hard to bear. '

                                                      (timesZN200095n04)
   ih interrogative sentences:  ,

   f. People often  remark  to heg 
`How

 can  you possibly stand  your disability? How  can

     youbearityearin,yearout?'  - (ukbooksBOOOOOO1233)
   in other  negative  polarity contexts:

   g. A  three-year unlimited  mileage  warranty  guarantees that no  matter  how  much  you

     put your  Sportrak through  its paces, it will  survive  to see  a  happy resale  day That's

     if you  can  ever  bear to part with  it. (ukephemAIOOOOO02491)
   in affTirmative  sentences:

   h. This capacity  to tolerate  the emotional  onslaught  from the infant (sometimes
     combined  with  that of  society),  while  thwarting  the immediate gratification of  their

     needs,  requires  that the mother  can･  bear ambivalence  in her emotional  world.

                                                    (ukbooksBOOOOOO1312)
   i. His accidental death is the  second  the Princess has had  to bear in the space  of a

     little over  eight  years. (bbclSIOO0901003)
   j. The  subjects  of 

'homelessness,
 VAT  on  fuel, the managerial  dismemberment of  the
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Table2 Distribution of  BEAR  in the  corpus

environments
numberof
occurrenoe

subtotal

(percentage)
evnsu"'Z'"iisli'E.im'th"`ts･'･e/s-lrv.s\'il:/･:,P={fjiikzaf{,ny{.t/lg'g･sm.:"'e'"ss.',･f,be'ltt).F,}Miieeil-S･W)eegi..,/.ijg/･ll'de'i･ll.Sl$l.-.elSItl/t..･;t-Lttlik:･･/ts"ft1{ig;P･i.i.giSl..359:/i･,futk,;llkk';,ij'g.S.'63W}-77/,･l,El･mp..
a.afteramodaVsemi-auxilia+not 306
cannet[can'tbear 143

coutdnetbear[haveborne(3)'],ceuldn'tbear[haveborne(2)] 160

toottldnothavebeenabletobear,wetdinotbear,benotot'ntobear 3
i

b.withanatiye 42

could[can]bear...nolonr,couldnolenbear 9
canbear...nomore 1

nevercouldbear,canneverbear 3
Neitherof,..couldbear,neithercouldbear 3

no...couldbear 1

ncrcould,,.bear 1
Noone[Noneshouldhavetobear 2
could[can]hardlbear,hardltobebome 12

beunabletobear 10

c.withaneativeinthemainclause+amodalauxilia 11

.,.tion'tthinkeel]...could[can]bear 5

.,.wasisnotsure...could[can]bear 2
cannot[ne...can[could]]rnake.,.easier-tobear 3 '

There'snewaIcanbearto 1

;'Aft'i"i(amaw"i6'rd'''g',･i'Ati''tfi"fiE''il'rvE.iivi""liatiti6tt?･},i･:t'1･El.l･/l'･/ii,:,;fi/:･igere･t2t;･,'t//･:::･t,'kl{"/}t;ri,.(.it.1･t･A,e.EEi･lfill･1?,l･{-!t/1ss'll･IE;,i･,lge.1,le,l･gas.r,･l･l･4i51631il{;,:-l･'
too...(for...)tobear 48

hard(er)tobear,thehardestarttobear(1) 21
diicult(for...)tobear,havediicttlttobear(1) 10

Ithinkitfairlatldthatoucanbearto 1

imssibletobear 1

canenlbear,couldonleverbear(1),couldonl...andbear(1) 5
bareibareto 1

..,alonecanbear 1
"6tiy'i':.deli"t'e""'Geg'me,va･,il';f'g,,s:;･E,/i,:,lf/･,,･i:･,'i'iTY,}X,･･]illa･U.{?･l,t'llljtll:ll;}.l･!;,i'i';;fi,l;l,li;/J:;itk･1,l,i}lk,':tll･?;l'l,/l.,/:M'/E,i:,}Ii･,.II,ge.;/+"g,j,II";'.'4)261;,X-E}':Ii

l'i'i'i'rwt'"'ft'un
wh-uestions:Howcan[could...bear,withindirectuestions(3) 11

hewonearthcouldoubear,Howdid,..bear,P-']towi]1bear 3

es-nouestions:Can[Cawtdioubear,ceuld...bear 6

indirectes-nouestions:...i[whether(2)]..,bear. 3
indirectnetiveuestions 1
･,in,th"'i":'ifth'e't'ili"h'tiV'81"''ltilit'"'66'i'tE'xt-''i',//il:･ng,e.;･i'i.Ztf･ii,i/･:･:i//itsigdi.]k.er･lr,fl!ttSl:i;,X'/::,1･,il}me･"pi;ll･gI･;:ii,l,t/;,･i}if･IE,;･'2's''g･:･:,;l･Slai`E･:l'l･I+'(f;':4197/slf;'i;'E'[tt-tsinconditional

£ !auses 13

insoarasIwasabletobear,aslontzsIcanbear 2
inuntil-clauses 1
- - -
lncomratlveconstructlons

tnore(ofNP)than...can[could]bear 10

as.,.asxcanbear 2

{rd'tilfiTi"'l2i't'i"ttrgektktib'i'lr'l'glSrt"'ca".ti-',;/knf'"tt'"tit'i',-a"'&';f6'rm""iFl{:,l,lt/#l:,A,'st{]:llk'I,IEi{gls.esl'ge,ih,i･ee.ts'9M'tl,t'S/.iiiitl,,:･'I/,-?lli･:･1:･1,1･:37S'Y,{}.,,:i
<abilit>

can[couldibear,can[coutdibeborne,should[will]beabtetobear 8
withotherfonns;allowsustobear,thatcaact'tobear, 3

<oblition>

have[has,htui]tebear,mtestbear,need(s)tobear,susedtobear 6

withotherforms;NPtobebonie,told[taut]tobear 6
<redictionfintention>wiUwo"ld]bear 5
<oseandothers>tobear,hel",(to)bear 6

<easiertobearpattern-expressingthepresentipaststate, ･

oraseneralstatements>

easier(for...)tebear,find...eastobear(1) 8

thetnereinltobearaineneutobear 2

<theresentstateleneralstatements>bears(3),bear(1) 4
<theststate>borc,wasborne 7

<thecontinuousstate>(rfective)haveborne 9

\thZli-sOTAI;if,ff{{M'"k'f,?6ftemaet'1'e'gE'rm'"'"ft'"nf""'ng.vatt,wwua'X.I'lx'Zewg''...x･"ve..'dethillSij2#ZVI,.,i,s63rllili}Zva･lf'e#'ICO'ams,rtn-i'".'.tf,
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Health Service, and  all of  the other  social  crutches  that made  being old, ill or  poor
easier  to  bear become  increasingly discussed in GlasgosM (ukephern!EOOOOOO1538)

  In table 2, 63.77 per cent  of  occurrences  of bear are  used  in negative  sentences  almost

always  with  canltould.  Thus, the dictionary descriptions about  bear in (1) and  (3) are
found to be not  off  the mark,  but too  strong  in their claims.

3.2 The  distribution of  endure

  Before we  look at  the distribution of endure  in this sub-section,  note  first that about
five examples  like (10) are  excluded  in the present survey  (10) has an  inanimate NP  as  its
subject  and  

-little
 dynamic processes are  involved in the proposition, hence passivization is

not  allowed  (cf. Declerk, 1991:200), which  endure  with  a volitionaVanimate  subject

generally al16ws:

(10) Originally sponsored  by Procter and  Gamble, the show  endured  a rapid  succession  of

   headwriters aiid even  a  move  from New  Ybrk to CBS  
'Ilelevision

 City in Hollywood.

                                                    (ukmagsZNOOOOOOO036)

'Ihble

 3 shows  the  distribution of  various  forms ofendure  in the relevant  sense:

Examples of  some  often-occurring  patterns are  given in (11):

 (11) in negative  contexts:

    a. 
`I
 am  such  a nervous  passenger and  I couldn't  endure  the fiight without  a cigarette.

      Had I known  I couldn't  smoke,  I wouldn't  have taken that flight.

                                                       (timesfN2000960312)
    b. On January 6, he persuaded  his friend John Dolliver of  Iowa to read  a letter before

      the Senate condemning  Ballinger and  the  Alaskan coal  claims.  
'Ihft

 could  no

      longer endure  such  insolence. 

'
 (usbooksB9000001429)

     in affTirmative  sentences:

    c. He  was  held for several  weeks  by the Red  Army  and  had  to  endure  a  gruelling

 ･ forced march  before eventually  reaching  Allied lines. (timeslN2000951220)
    d. As head of Pairamount Pictures, Sherry Lansing greenlights 20 big-budget films a

      year and  endures  endless  male  gossip about  whether  she  slept  or  worked  her way  to

      thetop.  (timesZN2000960316)
    e. They endured  appalling  food and  a lounge infested with  insects during their stay  at

      Majorca's Belvedere Park Hotel. (todayZN6000940804)
    f. Maimed  in Southeast Asia, made  whole  again  through force of wi11 during a painfu1
      recuperation,  he also  had endured  the dark days after Vietnam, when  racial' strife,

      drugs, and  indiscipline nearly  destroyed the Army  (usbooksB9000001151)
    g. Of course,  no  one  is completely  happy all the time. Frustrations, disappointments
･
 and  sorrows  are  inevitable. They  must  be endured  bravelM with  no  fuss and  no  self-
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Table 3 Thedistribution of  ENDURE  in the  corpus

. nurnberof
envlronments

eccurrenee

subtotal

(percentage}
.gttd.'pt'il'ih"pt,,"I#psi,l/,ii･sw,tt,.vl:.:,"ies-.whSStfee,".S,3･,ilL.ms.'i.l/l,$ww,li/tst,itwItr{g'}/),i,Spa.,//t･,Miii'x,I{'IwaEgLI;lg･ijlill.l}lee･ll'S///{'ll'*i\',,',.,s;giglq'Igt,um,l,,t･x.･.:f･//･k'i.wh'i'{s;;ca.'.ag'a,;･l/

a.afteramodaVsemi-auxiliary+not
- 8

cannotendure 2

couldn't[ceuldnot]endure 3

I'llnotendure 1

notableteendure . 2

b.withanegative 26

(could)nolotrgerendure,nolongerpreparedtoendure,canendurenomore 11

can[must]neveragainendure,neverneedtoendure 4

no.,.could[shoulcl]endure,no...endures 4

couldhardlyendure 1

unabletoendure . 1

withnot(ex.keennottoendure,not...enoughtoendure) 5

c.withanegativeinthemainclause+amoda1atixiliary 2

...tion'tthink...can[could]endure 2

'lj"l'ac''li5'11W..p"va'lwhtlli1ftttl&'i(ili:vl.e.lnf.;'5'i//'es.pt'6."1';./lk"E}/l'-l'IY,i[di'iEll'il'+'l{iilJlpt,er,.lil･lli/ee'alti/ij.I';"'fi13'Ij.ll:-{/l･l,･,'[,l･li't//lr,lle,}'l･-1'14tlil/l,II･.stvl.l/Illi.1･isll.l.,".{1sc:.Ii.l,II;,}1

without<...)havingtoendure 5

too...toendure ' 4

hardtoendure 1

have...onlytoendure 1

others(ex.lessabletoendure,leastconstrainedtoendure)i 3
'

l//'fifi':ittff"tt'tt'.I.Yl}.lttit;k'ili"6'.e'g:l,T,,//.,tt/･i,:S,itgi,i,Ei･IEI?,li･,{ll.//･l$.i'ilF.lllT/i}i:g[/Iltt,i;{･t･;,tiil･IE:e･'II,IEa,.tl.]I/#il{.g,ll'i,･s:I:i2I･'#S-k7.i-fi･':･i･l'#l':g'll'l'[,t':,t,tw..o:de'si,eg/･t..-,ttt.....

wh-questions:Whecouldendure,IVhyshould...endure,uatatwould,..endure .3

indirectwh-questions:how...couldendure,why..,endure 2

indirectyes-noquestions:wendertT...couldendure,thpteuthink..,canendure2

l,i".'"t{fitr'･is'i'figZ,,fn:iagM'ij(Glt/'ll'el/oo'.iaf.j.l's'fttoi.k'tl'.:..l'f.s.E/k'si'liS'6i{'i"'idit',Eij'i'ihlrk.`l":iti..i,,S,Y'.'g'e',f/.tLt.trS.l.g,l:/}l/F,tesg,.ie,iii･!"Lll.}'ti･g'i･l,:,r/'ils/-fe.t/}'f[:･I;il//6142}･pe.ge,Y,'i
if:L"ti'tliilKl.l'iwma'"ti"y"e:"'s"""n"'iiill･G'ss's･k"sfo:ft..le'al/b/ly';t;.'ei"tt"t'tt'i2.l&..'1fo'ff'i'lii'fi･i/,l.:sil.lli･l/lfi,li-}}ii.;::;*k:ll?gl･,ti'!l:',l:,ltlil2.2't/iii'tt}'s/l31,I･:{.ll･lb'ils'.7.Illll#,'･.l
:M./･....e- '

<ebligation>

haveto[hasto,hadte]endure,(have[had]hadtoendure(2)) 156

mDestendure ･ 19

beforcedtoendure 10

<ability>

can[coutdiendure,willbeabletoendure(1) 12

<predictionfintention>will[wouldutt'llingte]endure 16

<intheetherfutureDrientedcontexts>certainteendure,likelyteendure,

prepareteendure,beptreparedtoendure,beempectedtoendure

9

<purpose>toendure 6

<thepresentstateXgenera1statements>endure 85

<thepaststate>endured 135

<thecontinuousstate>have[has,had]endured 128 r

<progressiveaspect>beenduring 11

inpassiveconstructions:beendured 33

ingerundialconstructions:prep+enduring,etc. 21

inparticipialconstructions:NP+enduring(adjectivaluse) 11

ll't'liE"ue･bo'ticrA'E'//'l;whlt'es"tT,tt'g,va{eim'""IWev'&in`""'"'iXl-ic21112txx.'tE'.evwwe'-ttma"fitsilll:.ewwa'vasi.li2･"tz/va'pa.'eg'ee'}'Zf'i/2'"":ama',defti/aitl,ljipm"i'od:･2mpth...;tz,'
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pitY (ukbook$IBOOOOOO1285)

A  look at  table 3 tells us  that endure  is predominantly  used  in affirmative  sentences,

whose  distributional patterning is totally different from that of  bear, and  that the
description ofendure  in type 1 dictionaries in table 1 is not adequate.iO

3.3 The distribution of  stand

  First, note  that examples  like (12) are  not  taken into account  in the survey  Stand in
(12) is used  somewhat  differently from the relevant  sense,  i.e. `to

 be done or  made'well

enough  to be successfu1  or  strong' (cf. the  LDOCE3),  and  accordingly  their phraseology is
different, too.

(12) a.When  choosing  wallpaper  for Alexander's room,  Lindy wanted  a  pattern that would

     stand  the test of  time.  (ukmagslNOOOOOO0614)
   b.`If it is the right thing to do," said the president, 

`then
 it should  be done. I guess we

     can  sland  the criticism."  (usbookslB9000001429)

'Ihble4

 shows  the distribution of  sland  in the  corpus:

(13) are  some  examples  of  sland  in the  major  environments  in table 4:

(13) in negative  contexts:

   a. But i on  a Saturday it's horrendous in there. I can't  sland  it <FOX>  <ZGY>  I've
     never  been shopping  <ZGY>  <FOX>  Oh  it's murder  in there.

                                                     (ukspok!S9000001302).
   b. 

`There

 was  a time whenI  couldn't  stand  to see  any  person seeing  me  sing,  not

     even  Prince Charles. (todayM6000940421)
   c. At times he turned  his head or  cocked  it, as if he were  hearing important messages

     from every  drop of  rain, every  scuttling  squirrel.  Even when  the rain  slacked  and

     died, Meer  sat  unmoving,  until  Jahdo finally could  stand  it no  longer. Meer? I feel

     so  awfu1."  (ukbookslBOOOOOO0906)
   in interrogative sentences:

   d. Well, I really  don't know  how  they stood  it. Isabel finally confessed  that it wasn't

     like living with  a person at all, it was  like living with  sound.  (usbookslB9000001423)
   in atfirmative  sentences:

   e. Shane Scriven is in a  sauna,  his mind  trying to convince  his exhausted  body he can

    sland  the energy  sapping  and  1ung-busting heat for a few minutes  longen

                                                    (oznewslN5000950928)
  f. Look, CrossM I'm tired too," Joe defended himself, shying  offL 

`Why
 pick on  me?"

     <p>  Cause you're soft  as  a mattress  and  can  sland  it," Cross explained.

                                                    (usbooks/B9000000492)
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Thble 4 Distribution of  STAND  in the  corpus

.envrronments numberof

occurrence

subtotal

(percentage)

i･ffEij'ett'ritAiltlSSIi,'.",,ias..illS.S,.en".,,7i:-,f-I･g,lf,/tt/,ew',L,tg,･&ik-ww.･l:･tilatk,2'I/ti･g,/il.t{,iiinv'ge･lt/r.,/J['l,{,',,,"ke',K'as-'ftait,St're･,i.:i･1//:-[/1stt･i/tr'-.me･/il'"lee,l//･/El4.ma'""I･,/ps.,{,Ii･l･ll\tlgli･vaSil.sc'tt.l//.be.,k'Si,i
a.afteramodaVsemi-auxiliary+not 384

can't[cannot,(I)Can't,cannet]stand 239

eoutdn't[a)Clouldn't]stand,couldnetstand,couldn'thavestood(2) 132

won'tstand,wouldn'tstand,wontdnotstand 6

notbeabletostand,nettihelytestand(1) 7

b.withanegative+arnodaVsemi-auxiliary 33

could[can]nolongerstand(5),couldstand...nelonger(8),

nelenger...canstand(2),couldstand.,.nomore(3)

18

oan[could]neverstand 4

No[no]..,can[could]stand 3

nerabletostand 1

could[can]hardiystand 4

beunabletostand 3

c.withanegativeinthemainclattse+amodeVsemi-a"xiliary 7

...don't[didn't]think...beableto[oughtto,cou]d]stand,couldhavestood 7

f.af..IjtT'.r{'//iElepiij.,..t"{i'iilt"fiC-,'/ttag1"t'.t.'/i-ge''ee.b'ttca/"""?･"}i'i';$'.}ltt/,'//e･:i,Ft,l,llg,,S,,l/g,.Ill,t//el,1li.i.#,l.i.i'i",:･$.E'i,itll.l"/}gei･{l.;,F,/ii･i//,l.i.l{-gtTi･:･5;il･l･i･1,//'i,ll,li･'i1･ll-[l,fi･,lll,･'li/1(l;([}sll.l･Iiitf,;･
hardtostand 1

onlyabletostand,Only...couldstand 2

couldbarelystand 1

evenless...couldstandtheicleaof.,. 1

g,pai,':li'i.itl,;lif'ieqab.fi.'.v.it"'si}'ltT.ee.'.'.E.'itti`'.ll"ts',/･lltl-l}i,/il#t,gi'l,lll'i':･li,,:t:';.i'lilll･Slsl･l:t'1/1･liEll,di/.l,'i,,/,i:ilwa/{{.,b,,gl/It}.;I･,;･s,S.;･ll,l(.ti'I:･l'],･i';I/'l';ill/,l,Iiiljl5i,/;rl/Ft,l,.i;/,;i,g･gll;,i'tgig/1ts,2.,s's.".i.･iil,:,i{;//eli.
wh-questions:Howcan...stand 3

indirectwh-questions:hew(tutv.>..ean[could,beablete]stand 5

yes-noquestions:Could..stand 1

indirectyes-noquestions:...ij...can[could]stand 3
'

withinterrogatiyesentencesinthemainclause(Doyouthinlethat.,.canstand) 1

.Il$,Ili{fi/",'/o'lifiF,pt/i./i,･ttagsc'ma.ttiVtL'.'pa'.littK&.$,fc.ofi..t.lexiriCttLils::/,1/://,//,}ik･1't/:,g,)l,///l{/{:･:l'//:,L:g:,/L･:?,r,i/;,,il///':tlll{igi$,gil{/':･i,ii,i.i.ll,:I･l,tt'l･l,l5..rt,ilee,-.･i･l･l'`l･S-i':la,1'Ii･lk"//･l't/'ieet･'al,,'･m"1/2,l

inconditionalif-clauses 3

aslongas...canstand 1

incomparativeconstructions;morethan..,canstarid 1

;m`,i'i'f･if,..'rmr.ewSy/e,:,ls/e.'b.i/e,fr'pmtS,<1ee,3.Elff'ttci'il･b'!',?'./fi,in".･ea:lli1:tt'li'"'i,},i/rwa.tlito.iittS;Y,v,,:･;ll･,/,Tlfil{･g,llta,l't,g//･i,l/li/i'\/llljl･I,igils's,'I2,s.6,,/･l･y,.-i･eidiri,:g-i･l･Elesi･lex'as..tl･Sll･I,//'ii,i･'
<ability>

can[coutdistand,beabtetostand(3),co#ldhavestood..,if...(1) 15

<thepresentstate>stands o

<thepaststate>stood o

<thecontinuousstate>havestood
' 1'

;,'th.".,{Ltk,,f.'.Q',tr,.i'A..ex.rptwy/iU..'.tL`itJl,',tL,\,lliieZigetluv/uttteptt,£.'gf,,,,l..,et-,ept..,fll'pa-asWret-･･.:ngx'mavme･beee..･fi;;Sge.aj-['tinltiillimaV"#･ee,E;."Etw..eepa.-'lg'l･tt'.6i3.'l'wa.aj.,l:tt.r:liXtt'pm"nd.tt,tmpe.i',:,,l,lil$.i.'
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lhble 4 reveals  that stand  is used  mostly  in the frame of can7ztbouldn'of  stand,

distributional pattern is roughly  the opposite  of that of  endure.

and  its

3.4 Comparing  the  distributional patterns and  the  uasage  of  the  verbs

  Now  that we  have seen  the distribution tables of the three verbs,  we  can  compare  their
overall  distributional patterns. 

'IXvo

 significant  differences emerge.  One  is that the
distributional pattern of  endure  stands  out  in that it is predominantly used  in affirmative
sentences  (91.57 per cent  of all), whereas  the predominant  environments  for bear and
stand  have negative  polarity Another is that although  both bear and  stand  prefer negative
polarity contexts,  there is a  signhicant  difference in their distributional patterning: bear
spreads  across  much  wider  environments  including affirmative contexts.  While 91.58 per
cent  of  stand  are  used  with  negatives  almost  always  with  canfoould, only  63.77 per cent of

bear are.  A  significant  number  of  bear examples  (15.63 per cent)  are  used  after  elements

with negative  implications such  as  too... to and  hard to. The  number  of the examples  which

appear  in the other  negative  polarity contexts  is also  
'signhicantly

 greater than  sland,  as  is
the number  of  its affirmative  uses.  While the examples  of  bear in afirmative  sentences

tend to be distributed in future-oriented contexts, they certainly  spread  across  much  wider

contexts  than stand.  The differences indicate that bear is lp, wer  than sland  in the degree of
`negativity'.

  The  differences in the  frequency of  bear and  stand  appearing  with  some  negative

polarity items are  also  attested  in another  large-scale corpus,  the BNC:ii

Table5.Bearandstandwithsome theBNCnegativepolarityitemsin
'envlronments

number
.envrronments

number

tooadj.tobear 34 toOadj.tostand 1

hardtobear 26 hardtostand o
difficulttobear ' 9 difficulttostand o

morethan...canlcouldbear 36 tnorethan...canlcouldstand 15
bcarinconditionalif-clauses 19 standinconditionalif-clausesi2 16

t

Although the number  of occurrences  in conditional  ij:-clauses is almost  the'same, and  the

frequency diilerence in comparative  constructions  is not  as 1large as  that found in tables 2
and  4, we  can  observe  a  striking  difference in the number  of  each  verb  appearing  in the
first three frames in table 5.

  The LDOCE3  (p. 97) shows  that stand  is roughly  three times  more  frequently used
than  bear in spoken  English, whereas  bear is a little more  than  twice as frequently used  as

sland  in written  English. On  the  other  hand, the sequence  of  
`too

 +  one  optional  adjective

or  adverb  +  to infinitive' is twice to four times more  frequent in the written  sub-corpora

than in 
`the

 UK  spoken  English{ in COBUILDdirect. These factors may  contribute  to the
frequency difference of  the first phrase in table 5, but it is far larger than we  could

attribute  solely  to the register  preferences of the words  and  phrases in question. The
dfierence should  be related  to the properties of  bear and  stand:  bear is lower on  the scale
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of  
`negativity'

 than stand.

  Concluding this section,  let us  portray the  usage  of  the three synonymous  verbs

reflected  in their distributional patterning. The  primary function of  endure  seems  to

describe situations  where  someone  suffers  hardship with  patience and  a strong  will  for a

relatively long time, and  hence its overwhelming  appearance  in affirmative sentences.  On

the other  hand, stand  has a strong  compatibility  with  negative  sentences,  and  it is used  to

express  that someone  simply  oannot  tolerate or  accept  someone/something  (any longer),
indicating a strong  association  with  impatience. While bear is often  used  in negative

sentences,  a signhicantly  1arger number  of its examples  are  distributed among  a variety  of

negative  polarity contexts  without negatives  when  compared  with  endure  and  stand. This

reflects the fact that bear is higher than  endure  and  lower than  stand  in the degree of
`negativity'.

4. Notes  on  descriptions in dictionaries

  In this papeg we  have focused on  differences in distributional patterning of a  set of

synonymous  verbs,  bear, endure  and  stand.  In concluding,  we  briefly examine  two

problems found in dictionary descriptions which  we  have not  yet touched  upon.  The first

problem  is the treatment of endure  in type 2 dictionaries. As quoted in (1), the OALD5

recognizes  two  meanings  corresponding  to respectively  athrmative  and  basically negative

uses  for endure:

(14) endure:  1 to suffer  patiently sth  that is painful or  uncomfortable

          2 (esp in negative  sentences)  to tolerate a  person, and  event,  etc

The  presentation, however, is difficuJt to interpret. I asked  two  of  my  American

colleagues  which  of the meanings  endure  in 16 affirmative  and  six  negative  sentences  are

interpreted with.  Surprisingly, their judgement did not  match  in the majority  of  the

examples.  It seems  that one  of them  judged based on  the  seriousness  of the situations

expressed  and  the  other  on  the contents  of  the object  noun  phrases. Thus in (15), while

the one  judged that a serious  situation  is involved and  interpreted the meaning  of the  verb

as  1 of  (14), the otheg  focusing on  the object  of  the verb,  thefighting, interpreted it as  an

event,  and  judged the meaning  of  the verb  as  2. ･

(15) The  almost  farcical collapse  of  the cease-fire...dealt  a  bitter blow not  only  to the

    people of Bosnia, who  <p>  have to endure  the fighting, but also  to the  negotiators

    (who) believe today's meeting  still has a purpose. (npr7S2000920727)

The  two  are  professionals with  MA  in TESOL, nevertheless,  their ways  of  interpreting

(14) are  different. It is hard to imagine that the division of  the meaning  and  use  would  help

EFL  learners understand  the use  ofendure  betten Relevant to this, these meanings  are

also  identified for a series  of  examples  of  bear by the two informants, for which  the

OALD5  lists only  one  meanmg:
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(16) to accept  sth  unpleasant  without  complaining;  to stand  sth

It is not  understandable  why  the Omo5  divides the relevant  meaning  into two  for endure.
It would  rather  confuse  its users.  The  same  line of  argument  also  applies  ,to type 2
English-Japanese dictionaries. Probably it should  be be'tter to give a single definition for
endure,  too, as  type 3 dictionaries do, and  to note,  if necessary  in comparison  with  bear and
sland,  that it is usually  used  in affirmative sentences.

   The  second  point is the usage  notes  about  the possible sentence  types where  bear
appears  in type 1 and  2 dictionaries. Indeed, bear prefers negative  contexts,  but'it is
doubtfu1 that its occurrence  in questions needs  a special  mention  in dictionaries. This is
because, first of all, the  percentage of  bear in interrogative sentences  in table 2 is not  so

outstanding.  SecondlM the t-scores between  bear and  possible interrogative markers  such

as canlicould  in the  relevant  positions and  wh-phrases  are  not  especially  high.i3 We  cannot

show  specMc  scores  and  numbers  because of  space  limitation, but when  we  look at  the t-
scores  between some  verbs  and  apparent  interrogative markers  and  the  numbers  of  the
latter actually  used  as  interrogative markers,  we  can  get  the fo11owing picture: bear shows
higher degree of collocability  with  interrogative markers  than drinle and  study.  But the
degree is probably about  the same  as  that for consider  and  stay, and  lower than  that for
work.  The  degree for mind,  a negative  polarity item, is probably about  five times highen
Thus, it is doubtfu1 that bear has a particularly strong  association  with  questions.

   ThirdlM in an  informant test, bear in athrmative  sentences  is judged as  fairly good,
which  mitigates  the need  for emphasizing  the preference for interrogative uses.'  Quirk, et
al. (1985: 785) point out  that the  sentence,Ican  bear that tyPe ofmusic is dubious in its
acceptability: Indeed, two  of  my  seven  infbrmants (six are  American and  one  is British)
judged a  similar  sentence,  Ican bear this tyPe of treatment as  unacceptable  and  another  as

awkward.  But the acceptability  of  examples  in such  athrmative  contexts  as  in table 2
generally improves; on  average,  only  two  persons rated  each  of  eight  sentences  presented
to them  as awkward  or  unacceptable.  The acceptability  of  its interrogative version  (Cbn
you  bear this bybe of treatment?) is not  betteg either;  three of them  judged it as  awkward.i`

As already  pointed out  in the last section,  the distributions of  bear in affirmative  sentences

may  be somewhat  limited, but it is a fairly stable usage.  There do not  seem  to be positive
reasons  to gtve its mterrogative  uses  a special  status  along  with its negative  uses.i5

Notes
'A

 part of this paper was  presented at AILA  
'99

 on  August 6th, 1999. I would  Iike to thank

 Katsumasa Yagi and  Atsuko Umesaki for their questions and  comments.  I also  would  like

 to thank  Warren  Richard Elliott and  James Clark Baldwin for suggesting  stylistic

 improvements  for the pape:
1. See Quirk, et al. (1985: 782-85) for negative  polarity contexts,  which  they call

  
"nonassertive"contexts.

2: See, for example,  Partington (1998: 29-47) for different syntactic  and  collocational

  envrronments  in which  sheez  Pung complete  and  absolute  appeai;  and  Bibeg Conrad and
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  Reppen (1998: 43-53)  for distributional patterns of  big targq and  great across  genres.

3. 0nly crucial  differing points are  highlighted' here. Other descriptive points are  to be

  discussed later in section  4.

4. Ando &  Yamada  (1995) also.point  out  that endure  is usually  used  in the pattern of

  
`cannotlcould

 not  endure  to doldoing', although  its position concerning  the  other

  parameter is not  clean

5. `can't
 bear -  4' indicates here that four examples  are  illristrated, in each  of  which  the

  key sequence  canT  bear is found. The same  interpretation is expected  for the other

  examples  in (6).
6. The treatment  of  the verbs  in the Longman  Dictiona2y of Cbntemporaiy Engiish (3rd.
  ed.)  (LDOCE3) is similar to that of type 3 dictionaries. It does not  connect  the  use  of

  endure  with  negation  and  shows  only  alfirmative  sentences.  It also  has independent

  definitions for the affirmative  along  with  negative  uses  of bear and  stand.  It shows  an

  athrmative  example  for bear but not  for sland,  but it is not  clear  from this whether  the

  dictionary findsagreater degree of  
`negativity'

 in stand.  ･

7. COBUILDdirect is a subset  of a 320 million  word  corpus,  the Bank of  English, which  has

  been jointly constructed  by the University of  Birmingham  and  HarperCollins. 
'
 It

  consists  of 56 million  words,  taken from texts in various  genres, frdm both written  and

  spoken  English, and  from dfierent regional  varieties  of English. Most of  the texts were

  produced in the 1990's, Fbr further information about  COBUILDdirect, see  the

  COBUILD  home  page: http:Zltitania.cobuild.collins.co.ukl.

8. The sources  of  the examples  from the COBUILDdirect corpus  are  indicated at the end

  of  each  example.  The  abbreviations  stand  for the fo11owing sources  or  sub-corpora:

     bbc ........'.... transcripts from broadcasts of  the BBC  Wbrld Service

     npr  ............  transcripts from broadcasts of National Public Radio

     oznews  ..... issues of  the Coun'er-Mail and  The Sunclay Mail (Australia)
     times ........ issues of  The 71imes and  The Sunday Times

     today  ......... issues of  7bday newspaper  (the UK)
     sunnow  

.....
 issues of  The Sun  .

     ukbooks  .... books published in the UK  (45 non-fictions,  26 fictions)

     ukmags  .....  periodicals published in the UK  
･
 

'

     ukephem  ...  ephemera  produced in the UK

     ukspok  ...... spoken  English collected  in the UK  (mostly spontaneous)

     usbooks  ..... books published in the US  (38 non-fictions, 14 fictions)

  Note also that all the  examples  are  original  quotations from the  corpus,  except  for the

  .use of  italic and  bold-faced type.

9. The numbers  in parentheses after the particular forms indicate the numbers  of  their

  occurrences.  The convention  applies  in tables3and4as  well.  .

10. Konishi (1995) is quite correct  in pointing out  that while  endure  in affirmative

  sentences  is acceptable  without canfoould,  stand  is not  except  in certain  contexts  (see
  also  table 4). Howeveg  he seems  to claim  that endure  also  basically prefers negative

  polarity contexts  like stand,  which  is not  appropriate.
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11. The-BNC  .is a  100 million-word  corpus  of contemporrnry  spoken  and  written  British

  Engrish. See the homepage of the  BNC,  http:"infb.ox.ac.ukA)ncl, for fur'ther infbrmation.
12. In the  Simple Search on  the BNC,  only  50 matching  lines are  retrieved.  I have

  searched  the sequence  of  
`if+one

 to six optional  word(s)+standrstands!stood/',  and  I

  have got 64 hits for 
`if+one

 word+stand',  75 hits for `if+three

 words+stand',  and  62

  hits for 
`if+one

 word+stood'.  That means  that there  are some  examples  in the corpus

  that I could  not  check  but actually  exist.- But considering  that there are  no  relevant

  examples  in the 50 hits of each  query sequence,  there  should  be few; if anM  relevant

  examples  lurking in the  corpus  beyond the  50 examples  retrieved.

13. T-score is a statistical measure  that shows  whether  we  can  be confident  that an

  association  exists  between two  words.  A  high t-score indioates that we  can  be confident

  that an  association  exists  between words.  
'IWo

 words  with a high t-score would  be a

  lexical orVand  syntactic  collocation  or  parts of  the same  idiom. See Clear (1993) for
  further explanation  

'and
 illustration of t-score.

14. 0ne  of  the informants, Andrew  Porteg pointed out  to me  that the interrogative

  sentence  
`lacks

 a bit of  naturalness'  although  he judged it as  acceptable.  He  said  that

  the sentence  becomes more  natural  if preceded by ]Elow,  i.e. Hbw  can  you bear thds mpe
  of treatment?. Surely the wh-question  is more  likely to presuppose  the speaker's

  disbelief that an  addressee  can  bear the treatment, thus a  negative  presuppesition tends

  to be involved. Relevant to this, the majority  of  the interrogative examples  of  bear and

  sland  in the  corpus  are  wh-questions,  nearly  half of  which  are  considered  to be used  as

  rhetorical  questions. These reflect  the orientation  of･bear  toward negation.

15.
 It seems  to be worth  mentioning  that stand  prefers interrog'ative together with

  negative  sentences'.  The  reason  is that the  environments  where  stand  is used  in

  affirmative  sentences  are  virtually  limited to the pattern of 
`canleould

 stand'  ･in the

  corpus.  In an  informant test, too, an  average  of three infbrmants out  of  seven  have

  judged sentences  with  stand  in the various  other  affirmative  contexts  as  poor usage.
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