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Abstract

This study investigates rater factors affecting English pronunciation evaluation. Yoshida (2004)
found that both L1 English and L1 Japanese raters exerted significant bias against evaluation
items and candidates’ pronunciation ability when rating EFL Japanese pronunciation. Her study
also suggested that L1 Japanese raters are well capable of evaluating English pronunciation as
accurately as L1 English raters as long as they have proficient English ability and basic
knowledge of phonology. However, the raters in the study were not experts, and had little
experience of evaluating pronunciation. The present study, then, investigates rater bias using
raters who teach courses in phonetics and regularly examine students’ pronunciation at a
college. The data used in this study were 76 readings that were recorded by 38 college students.
The students tape-recorded a dialog, which was designed to evaluate English pronunciation
before and after a one-year phonetics course. The readings were rated by five phonetics
instructors using 15 analytic items that represent the features of the sound system of General
American English (vbwels, diphthongs, consonants, consonant clusters, aspiration, word stress,
sentence stress, rhythm, intonation, weak forms, loudness, rate/tempo, smoothness, energy,
clarity; Yoshida, 2005). The Many-faceted Rasch analyses were applied using FACETS software
(Linacre, 1996a, 2005). The results have revealed that: (a) the ratings by five expert raters
showed reasonable interrater reliability and acceptable intrarater reliability; (b) the raters
significantly differed in their rating severity; and (c) each rater exerted significant unique biases
both in assessment items and in students’ pronunciation ability.

1. 1 U ®IC

ECESHRFEBECL o THASHEOEY G EFR BRI AZLPAERII 2= — ¥
avEEOALETEETHLI LT, I 2=2F—3 3 V)] (communicative
competence) D THBRERL LTEROREDVFBBEINTNEILLLIPLNTH S
(Bachman, 1990; Bachman & Palmer, 1996; Canale, 1983; Canale & Swain, 1980; Celce-Murcia,
Dornyei, & Thurrell, 1995), L2°L, BAROEZEZFICBWTEFIHEIZI N T TREMNIC
B ANONBEZ Lidhdol, FOBHDOVDEDE LT, RELE_SHERBLIHE
FEHENEFR L RBNICIREFMT A FEPHELLTEL Y, TR iz ELABRICE 5
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FMTRBLTELIENFEZ 5N B, Yoshida (2004) DRFETIZ, BWEEHZHLH
DERNLEEEFFZONBREROOARERELEEHE, KELHELTLEEHREL
MBS FIMEZIT) SN TELILEIRENL, L L, ZOMETIRFESL L
REEDP L REEERE TS o0, EEEFHABFT IHETEIHB T o7 K
75, Yoshida (2004) DHIFEZREREEE, K¥ELV NIV THESTHFHE 2 HY L5 5
ICBRL T DFEEDRHE/ N A 7 A (rater bias) % /37 4 —~ ¥ AFHIZ#E L 72 HE IS
BHBAICHLZTS Y adti (778 y MW Z2HWTKRIEL 72,

2. TS

MEFET A MOGEHTEINT + =< X AFFMISTTHELAEHE 0, X7+ —F LR
SHECBIAEFREDAITICRIZTHA LBERICOWTHRIES TN T Az, BFET A
FTiE, FEEVPTANTHELAITIZENDZA 2T (true score) ZEFEERZE (error) %N
B L7250 (Brown, 1988, p. 99) L E X LN TWAED, ERRBEBELR D 74 —-T U R
FMICIECOFEREIHEL S A2EAOERDHFET 5. McNamara (1996, p. 9) (3
SRR NN T =~ U AFHEOME S, ERARBRTEIHBMEDANZRENOR DT

WCHEEGRAH5DIZH L, 37+ —< 2 AFHETIIRABRREICMA THFEHR L FERED
X:?T B L BAPBERICENIBERLETL, BEMOIIFMEB I L) 720D
HFEEERZEDL IR IOV TIE, 4T 4V FRAE—F VI L CHES
DRI RIT T HE 2 H OIS S DR HRE STV 5, Weigle (1998) 1358 53E
EEILLoTEPNLEETA T4V VT OFMICBNT, FFMRBEESTEEZDOFMD
L SR —BEWIERAHELZFENA TV ADRBTRIEL /2. FOME, P MRERE
LOFEEEDHNEBREDPLRFEEL D S —BHIIRIT-L DB LV EZIT) Z £ A5
%79‘61720720 F72, FHEBIOFEN A &V ANFEERIIBIT AFHHEDORK L SDEEE

OB I EEITE R o8B L Twb, Kondo-Brown (2002) 38— SiEHE
WX TEDPNIHEREITA T4 Y 7OFHMICEAL, FEBEZ—BHOHLFELTBI R
ST OR L RIWCIIEEENH /-2 L EZRL, SFMHDFEENA Y v ANFEED
FMBEEOHK —Z A I T ThholzbHEL TS, 72, BBEOITAT 427
e N O BRI ICERME B 12 L ZFFEEPHIFEONL T RA2RL, FMEORKRLEOES
W EER CHEEBLRENEL I E 2L L, AE—F VY FOFEICET LR
ZBWTh, FEBORED 2 WVIIRENAY —F v VI EEY 525 2 LB HEX
NTw5 (Bonk & Ockey, 2003; Brown, 1995; Chalhoub-Deville, 1995), Lumley and
McNamara (1995) 13547 4 Y 7 EFRRICAE —F 0 FOFHTY, SFENA 5 ADS
FEEOFME RS CLICREL R0zl LR L, I/, FEBOMLEDE
EVWDPHEEDAY —-F VRN OBKICE D EES 91752 L (Bachman, Lynch, &
Mason, 1995; Lynch & McNamara, 1998), A Y —F » FREDEVWPFEEZ /N T AIIDOR
#3% Z & (Bachman et al., 1995; Wiggleworth, 1993) 28#&E S LT 5%,

INEDAY—F Y TRITAT 4 YT DIRT + —< v AFHHIZHART, EEZFEDNRT
F — 7V AT ARFRIEED TA 7%y, Yoshida (2004) 135 v ¥ adiEHWTE
ML UM DH B EEFTFE OO BIGEM 2 MRGE L, HEFGEFE L HABIEFETH
% 6 ZDORFFEERBOFMIFEZ I Lo TOMER, EIZFE PREEREH R b HREHAE
FHEBELEEDISGEEEN—BHREZRL, GVEFEHEEFTEFFOERNMEB ZET 5
HARGERFESE DS, HEEESTMICE L CREBFEFER L NFEOFMZITH) 2P TE S
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ZExRRLT, T, BEFEEDOFMICH T2 L SOESVICIIABRLRENR LN,
FOEIIFEENDE1STE (L) L3330 Tidil, FEZOVMAETHLILEZHS
M L7ze 51 7474/7?%8 FUTOMAELRARICEFOFEIIBNTD, FF
FRIIHERERPHEI L o THEBEON, T ARRTZ L %25 U720 LA L Yoshida (2004)
DFFET iq:ﬂi% iﬂ&n RS EP R RFEOHRETH ) EEEFICEHTLIAMIAL
TW2ds, EFFHE%Z HEBIZITo THWebliF Tld b h o7z, %2 TARIFFE TIE, Yoshida
(mw)@ﬂn%ﬂﬁé% RETEEZFHEBIHED ) EFRE L EFFMICERL TV
HFEEDOFMIFEL T T A2 HME L, ROWFEERZRE L7
LEEHEDEEBEIZIEDL ) L DTH S,

2. FFEFERIHEREOETFRNOBRRLEMEE ST L, LD L) B/ N1 7 A &R D
&ioiiﬁﬁquD% EERLIL, T A WIEREEE (General American English) #E7 LI L

CER, BER, BESHEEEIOLAIEERETLERT .

3. A&
3.1 7 —2IX&

RICERA LT — %13, 2003 FEICHEMRFICAFELCEERERDOFAE 262 &8
Phonetics? ?® I — x%%%(m%$4ﬁ)t%T%(mmﬁlﬂ)r,%E BTk B
e L7exemxx (OR%, 49, H B, EH, & KH, 2004, {§6%) = &S L7 — 700
EBIZHIE L7250 %0 Thb, TDHH, HBHEREISARLZDDZIER LR, T
W238EZTDT—T (16 DEFEX%#FFZLDID) 27 —5 & LTHHALK. 2INH5D 76
AKD T — %13 Phonetics FEHAHZDOX P %2 CEEBINEFTLARADT — FIZRE, Y7
SNEFEZICESI N,

3.2 FHMIE B & FHEZR
3.2.1 fH{MIE R

Morley (1991, p.493) DILFDOEEEFHEREZD I b, AL TIZEFE (segmentals),
&% (suprasegmentals), ¥ EFEEH# (paralinguistic features) [ZB T 5 KD 15 HHE
(Yoshida, 2005) (ZDWTC7 A1) HIEHEZEEE (General American English: GAE) % &ML L

TEHli %47 - 725
EES HBEXR HEEER
HE (Vowel) HEEZ ML FDOKRKEE (Loudness)
—E % (Diphthong) (Word stress) HE /T VR
F= (Consonant) XA LA (Rate/Tempo)
Bk (Sentence stress) A 2— X (Smoothness)
(Consonant cluster) 1) X2 (Rhythm) IARALE—L NV
TAYL—Y 3 v £V A= gy (Energy)
(Aspiration) (Intonation) EIE02955 (Clarity)
9%  (Weak form)
3.2.2 FMERE

AIED 15 HBICDOWT, 6 BREFERE 1 (Very poor), 2 (Poor), 3 (Fair), 4 (Good),
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5 (Very good), 6 (Excellent) % W TFEE L7-o Z#id Yoshida (2004) TEH XN, #
DEYBEPRENTDDTH 5,

323 FFESE LFHMEFIE

FELIIEEMN TESOL » HM45EH & L, KL EHARF T Phonetics DIFELXHYLT 5
5 N\ODBAGEREFE TH D, £ 1IXFFEHE D Phonetics HYEB K I KE HAEL) 2
BITAEEHBETHL, 25 DFEE L Phonetics DIFEIIBWTHRERRE L LT
F—TERE L EEEE A EMMICETEL TWAY, RFEOEMICE LK—MEE2Eo -
DIZFHEETA 5V A %47, FEHEBOEBY) EbEECIITET — 7 LFHEERZ BVFEE
B EiT o7, B, FEl3 2004 F 8 AICEBMEBNICERL 72

F1 FEED Phonetics IBHEHRUEENEFE

FPEE Phonetics 1824 E- %% HEHEBE (£)
1 3 5
2 13 13
3 8 10
4 11 15
5 9 10
4. n¥hr

ARHFFETlZ FACETS vV 7 =7 (Linacre, 1996a, 2005) # W THEFE /N7 +—< /A
SIS RIZTTIFEEORE RS LIz (IR, 778y oW EFRHRT), DML
TA =X VAT AMNIBITLEREORNDUED, FOFMeERTLEELOER (7
74w b, facets) I2X o THAEIWEZEZ I ITLLWVWIEZIZEITNTWVS (Lumley &
McNamara, 1995), 7 7ty MW TIRETH7 7y MO EN, F—0 [E
DR E | (Henning, 1987) TH (1 (log) REICERRINDG, TNEFNDT 71
MIZBWTCHERZR 2 (standard error) & 7 4 v MHEET (fit statistics) PYEHEN, &7 7
Y FHEFHETFTVICES L TWARE ) PHERTAIENTE S, £/, 77y My
WIIEEEREERE L, BHESLTFEOHMLEOEFEETH LN E I PRT, b1
T 7y NAMIENA T A5 (bias analyses) (2& 0, FEEE DM/ NA T ARLIEMIEE
EFHEDA I T IR ON LR ZAHEBRO DI P TRRTH 5o BF, z 237 DHETE
W2LUETHNIEEELNA T A%RT (Linacre, 1996b; Lynch & McNamara, 1998;
McNamara, 1996) o

5. &R

ESEATIRNCT 72y MM ETVEEERE DT — & DA NE (misfitting) DF E
RBEE L7205, $RTCOF—FBOHATICHEAE L TnA I LR IN, T/, AET
YT AR CHEELEEESRZER L2 25, 15 HE OEEBRBOHEIT 66 -
89 ThHo7 (F2),
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&2 IRBRFFEERERY

A TE H fERRMELR L SR H fEEMERE
5= .66 A AR=vavy 81
—EE .73 §57% .82
F& .78 FORES .89
FEEA .76 WS /7R 76
TAYL—Ta v .80 A L— X .84
HEEZ ML R .66 IANVF— L) .83
XA MLA 81 BB BE 81
1) X L .85

1id7 7ty Mot~ —%iRL, #EREED, HBJES A, Phonetics FH Hif
DEEZE, FEBOFMOBK L SOEAEVEFH—RED log FHWTHIZR LTS, &
WEREIZT AP AZ (k) TREN, ROIBVEESFRNLZTNLHERE»—FL, &
LEVEESTFRRDERLAPBREN B TICEREN S, [Ttems| 1ZHE IS E % R
L, RObEZEOFVHEDP—F L, BIHLVEHAPST-FTICRRINTWVS, [Time]
I3 Phonetics FEHiIHDOEHSE%F L, Time 1 (Phonetics & Hi) 7% Time 2 (Phonetics
FEH) LVEELDP o 2RT 3 [Rater] IZFEEDTMOB L SOESVERL,
EDOSTIRTFEEDHR LEDESVNTO LRI % > T\b, [Scale] 1Z&HERE OHER
ENLFE/ELERL TS, HIZIE, HERHEEEIH0log DFAEE, FHMEICHBITIEL S
DEAVTEHWLTFEENTFML-ES, 6ERRETIFRA Y ORI T2/LI L
ERTY o

HIPFEEORK L ZOEEEZRT, Infit BEEIRFEEOTE—ER*ETIOT,
5 A Infit ZEIZ T XTEY (M =1.00) X DiZ#RFZE (SD = 0.20) O 2fEHEOEFHANT
HO (M-2SD < Infit < M + 2SD), 5 AOFEZEZIEBEFEEN—BEFHAL I L ERL
7oo LLARDSS, SFEBDTFEDR L XIIEZETIE 22 > 72 (Reliability index = 0.99,
chi-square = 977.9,df = 4, p = .00). X3 DFEE X LD SFFEOR LWIEICHEATED,
FEEZ2HVPROFMIFE L L, FEHEAPRDFMIS Lol b ERL TV,

INA T AGHOMER, SFEEIEBRERNILOEBICH L THE OFHE/ N1 7 2 &5
STWVABIZENELDI kol 2-61%, FEHEHEBEDOSFRIDOMENER % FR
LD THb, SNLORTRBIHEEDEELFRS (log) #7577, @] BEE
THWNAT A (c2<z2<+2) %RL, [A] 3EELRNATAEET (|z] = 2)0 2 A
I7D + 2 EIXFFEEVERICE LV EIT o2 L ERL, -2 TIXEFEE O
PEEBIBBETH T2 2T,
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[Measr | +Examinees|-Items |-Time |-Rater|Scale]
+ 2+ + + + + (6) +
*
+ 1 + + + + + +
*ok
* 4
) 2
Time 1
* weak forms
. intonation rhythm smoothness :
Fofok consonants
diphthongs sentence stress 3 -
¥ 0k *® * aspiration vowels * * * *
* c. clusters
* loudness
sokok clarity
*ok energy
rate ) 1
word stress Time 2 3
* : 4
*%k
*odok
+ =1 + %k + + + + +
Hokok
* -
*k
*kokok
*
*
*
+ -2+ + + + + +
2
*
+ -3+ + + + + () +
[Measr| * = 1 [-Items [-Time |-Rater|Scale]|
Note. c.clusters = consonant clusters
X1 77ty Norg<) —
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x®3 FEENRELE

Spo e L EDESY (log) R Infit (mean square)
2 0.73 0.04 1.30
5 0.32 0.04 1.00
3 0.10 0.04 0.70
1 049 0.04 1.10
4 -0.66 0.04 1.00
M 0.00 0.04 1.00
SD 0.52 0.00 0.20

FFERE 11T, #ERE SN LB LWEFELZITY, #EBRE 4 NS L CIIER 25l %
fTFo/2%RLTWS (M2)o FEHLICL VL FESNIEBREIZFHRD L VI
FRUTOEFRERDLANLVTHY), BEELRIFIEL SN0 FRUEOZFRD % L o
BREIW LT Thol:o H3RFEEE2DFMNNATAEZRLTEY, 9 ADOERE 1IxF
LThRLCEHEI L, 6 AOBERRE 1T L CEA Mz 7ol LE2RLTWA, FEEH 2
BEETFRIVANNVICh o TEEPR LWERTHL I EE2RLTWS,

5.00 10.00
g 300 | 5.00
-~ 1.00 s
i@ o 000
% <-1.00
% N
-3.00 -5.00
-5.00 -10.00
WERE
M2 FFEE1 EHBEEICHITBINITX
FEEE2
5.00 10.00
R 3.00 5 00
8 1.00 ﬁ
) 000
& <-1.00 N
i
300 e —5.00
A
-5.00 -10.00
WERE

K3 FFEE2 EHBREICHITIBINATX
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SEEHE 3, 7T NOHERE I3 LTk L WEEli 24TV, BEAEZEFM S FARIC 7 ASxF L
TiTo 720 FEEE 3 RHBEOETFREIV BV EICFEIKL (, BWBAIHENE
BTHY, BEBEOSFHFRANFER L NVDOFEBIZBVTIE, AEENATAREL AL
N (K4), FEZADPBLLEMLZDIZ2ATH Y B LVEEMEI 9 ANk LTYTh
n, FEFS LVEEM/NA TRILDEW, T, HEBREOFFRIMPEVESITEFM/
A7 RZBEDOLNL ([F5), FEZS51E, 6 M L TR LWEHE 24TV, 7 ASH L
TEMABERTH 07205, FOFMENI TAREBTFRIAVANVICho THESL

(B4 6)o
FHEES
5.00 10.00
. 3.00 1 00
3 - 1.00 — >
o 000
% ~-1.00 : N
® -3.00 1 —-5.00
-5.00 -10.00
wERE
M4 FFEE 3 CHEBREICEIZNITR
EE4
5.00 10.00
_R 3.00 500
38~ 1.00 - i
W o 000 K
£~ -1.00 N
¥
_3.00 -5.00
-5.00 -10.00
WERE

M5 FFEE 4 EHBREICHSITIBINITR
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FFEES
5.00 = 10.00
s 3.00 1 500
# 5 1.00 ] =
W o 000
& -1.00
% N

wWERE
6 FIEES EHBREICHIBINATX

M7 I3FEE L ETMEEICBIBINATA%ZRT, 22370 + 2L EERFEETE
BICBLVEFizfro722 2R L, - 2UTRFEEDFMEIAREICH LT E2EKT,
FEZELIIFEEENSI L, TAEL—Yay, LXAMLVR, VAL, £V R—T 3
YL TR LCEHEL, F5, FEERKICEEZFMZT-2Z e RL TS, FFE
213, FEERE, RALA—XFE, TRALF—LNL, HBEECRLVWIEEZBI W, B
ABANMVA, XXMV A, JXb, A A—vay, GRICERZFEZIT 72, FF &
313, E—FHFIIBVTOAER LM NA T APBE SN2, FEH 4 3BE, 75,
59, FOREX LIS LT LVE 4T, TAEL—Ya v EZAVF—LN)VICIF
B LVEEZITo7:, fFERE S, TEEKIKLVWFEZTV, FOKEIIRIES%

Sl %470 72 2 L 2R
6.00
4.00
2.00 | R
[; --o---FEEE2
¥ 0.00 — -« — FEES
| —TEEA
N -2.00 — % - FIEES
-4.00
.—6'09&" A AR, Y RV NN T L R < S
g 1:*7_\&’ o ‘Z ; -l 9“’2;;1“ " NT#

X7 FEEESEBICHEITZINAITZ
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6. ER & IR

6.1 FFEEDEFEMEICDOWT

5 NDFEEHIC X 2 HIEEFHMSFEEN B LR L, FESMEWEL £
DEBEENR SN/, Z T Yoshida (2004) & [FIkEIC, EFESFFMICEHL WL HAE
EREREVEEO D 5 FMET o222 L AT, L LAHERREMICEES 15
VRAEZITIODDFEZDTFMOR L SOEESWVICEERLRENALNTZ LI, KES
BOFMICERL TWBFELIBVTS, T174 v /RAE—% ¥ 7281 5Bk
£ (Kondo-Brown, 2002; Lumley & McNamara, 1995; Weigle, 1998) & [F#£i2, FEHII&H
BAOFMEE BRLESOEAY) 2/F-TEBN, ZOL EOEAVIIFMTEE VA
AL o THESWNET LI ENTELNILERRLTWVDE, 2O LI, (k=
ErAMTIR—E LAV EOFESREENE GBY, EEERIIT 70 ESEE L
(Vogt, 1999)) #73kwd & NT X745, SR MMEMMENE V& T b FEH I E & 5%
FToTWRWE & FRFEBRIITREL TV 5,

6.2 WEREDEFEESH, FHMEBEBICHT IFEE /N1 T7XUIDOVWT

REFFEDORER, EFEFFIMICEIRL TS Phonetics fHLF IZBWTHEBE DS ERE
NOBEKEFMEE IZBWTEEDBIINA 7 ADPBIE SN /2o THUT Yoshida (2004) T,
KREEFEHEDVZOEEIIIPHLLT, HEREDOEFRENOESE & FMEE 24 LTEE
BENATAERLIERE BT, /2, RTFEBEPHBREDIAT 4 Vv VR AE—F
v T DEESIDO B (Bachman et al., 1995; Kondo-Brown, 2002; Lynch & McNamara, 1998) <°
SEMMIEE (Kondo-Brown, 2002) (Xt LHEEDNA 7 AR LIHFZROMER L H —FT 5,
T, ThODOBERIZEEMDOH 5 EEEF MR SICHRBEICBVWTED L) KeHT
LZENTELTHD ) Ho SiEaHliZFDOHBD L EMERZER (norm referenced test:
NRT) & HIZHH#EXER (criterion referenced test: CRT) @ 2 FIHIC AR T A I LS TE 5,
EFEWAERIIEFADEED S OB ANDBAED TEHE = HlE LERIZBIT A2 EANOHITH %
iz B2 zBME L, BEERKBRIFEHEMEAANCL s GERINTES
WE KT R FHECEI A 2 LB TH S (B, EH, FEH, & 5K, 1999) , EFMERE
MCBWTIEFELEMOXBOFEEEIML VEER SN ITNIT RS v, Eo TEF
EFBNATAVPFEENA TV ADEBIZODHhbDOLTHRIFEINL L W) Z LF, FONT
TARMIRT 220 EFERTSMICBNTR, FEREROTEZICI - TrENLN
ETHAIELHZRETE, 72, FFEFA YV AIZBWTRERITONT X -3l HERE
HOHBIZMAT, o2 LOKFEEDOFMNA T AEZSHT L, FEEVFSHDONAL T
A% BB LI ECHEDIHEBETAZ LDV EDOHETH S, 2 L THER
HEHREBRIIZEEHEICHI D FMZATI DD TH 500, EFHEMFFME IR LR )FELNA
FAEHBRTAEREDDELTELZADTIIRL, FEENZ S ARNTHEICHEL 25
MBI %) 7-DICEBHICIERTAZEPET L, BlZiIE, o—-AHE) [TFEHE]
THIITTFEZOFMIE [BEER] ° [ESEEER] LD [FF] WBLIDERET
HY, A2 —TarvENOTNERE L TEER2LL24401E, BEESHESE
EEFUREDPOMLCTMSNE2_EThH D, $77, FAHOXBTFENIIHT 25
FENA T ADGEELEEL, FEZ T - AR ZEEECE LA ELFEH2TII L 2F
WERTLILENHA I,

KEFHIIBII2EFOEENRE, FRPBICIIa=r— Y a VDO TNEBRESR
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THAHNSIETTIER L, #0OBEIEFL (English as a Foreign Language) & &2 KIT
TLENEEOFAEDRIT I LEITELR, FHEEVED L) L EESFFLHELLE
By ahid, BRERMICEEEZEOHWICERONLERETHEH (Morley, 1991), HFED
EEBENII L= a v ETOBOBRBICOLRN S EER S EFLEHEDERD
LXNTW5S (Yoshida, 2003)0 STNHDT L 2 EANIETII 2= T 1 THEEHEIE
EHINTWELIES, EEFEIIBWITLNVRELLZEFEENILENS, £LTC, D
EEFBHIIEEEOHLTMEE > TIFLVEVZNLDELRDLTHA ), KD
BUAARDEERF CINE THEBWICIY) ANONE Z L3 o mEEFFFMOE
BIZOLDY, E—hEhbIEEED,

ZE Wk
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F3%

Diagnosis
This dialog takes place on the plane from Japan to the U.S. A woman and a college student sitting
side by side are enjoying chatting during the flight.
(W = Woman; S = Student)

So, were you studying or traveling?

I was studying Japanese language, culture, and history.
What is your impression of the people? Were they nice to you?
Yes. I miss my host family.

They were the nicest people I've ever met.

How long were you there?

About one year.

Time flies when you’re having fun, doesn’t it?

You’re right.

My Japanese friends came to the airport to see me off.
We all cried!

I guess you had a good experience!

How about you? May I ask what you did in Japan?

Oh, I’ve been teaching English there.

I’'m going back home to see my sister after ten years.
She’s a college professor in Boston.
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