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Traditional Japanese Wooden Houses Survived!
-Report on Wooden Building Damages Caused by the 1999 Great Taiwan Earthquake-
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This paper presents a brief report on the investigation of wooden building damages caused by the 921 JiJi
Earthquake that hit the middle region of Taiwan in September of last year. Field research in several heavily
damaged districts on and near the fault of this earthquake was conducted. Based on the results, the
characteristics and the causes of damages in four types of wooden houses which were divided according to
the differences in their historical construction technique are examined. The reasons why almost all houses
built during 1900-1945 by traditional Japanese style or mixed Japanese and Chinese style constructions even
in severely shaken arcas survived without heavy breakes are discussed.
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