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Southeast Asian Linguistic Traditions in the Philippines

Lawrence A. Reid

This paper discusses the occupation of the Philippines by Austronesian speaking
peoples and explains how Philippine linguistic traditions ultimately derive from
mainland Southeast Asia. It divides the prehistory of the Philippines into two
periods, B. A. “Before the Arrival of the Austronesians”, and A. A. “After the
Arrival of the Austronesians”. The first period involves only the aboriginal
Australoid population of the Philippines, the “A. A. Period of Philippine Prehisto-
ry”, involves both the Australoid population and the Mongoloid populations of the
Philippines.

Archaeological evidence both from the Philippines and areas to the south in
Indonesia place the boundary between these two periods at around 3,500 B. C.
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