The society of Urban Pest Managenent, Japan

FEE 830(1): 1~7, 20084 11 B

) VAT T ALK EEDE TR A EEN

ASMRES* « 5/ THK
O 22 - G REEEARESTIIEE ARBETEN
T305-8642 HIKE D < IXTHEISS 2-1-12

Can the color of feces be used to identify the Indian
meal moth Plodia interpunctella’?
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Abstract. Some literatures describe that larvae of the Indian meal moth, Plodia interpunctella
(Hiibner) (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae), produce reddish fecal pellets, and that it may be possible to
identify this species by this character. To ascertain whether this is true, feces deposited by
larvae of several pyralid moths, P. interpunctella, Cadra cautella (Walker), Ephestia elutella
(Hiibner), Ephestia kuehniella Zeller and Corcyra cephalonica (Stainton), and larvae of Sitophilus
zeamais Motschulsky were compared. Reddish feces were deposited not only by larvae of P.
interpunctella but also by those of C. cautella, E. elutella and E. kuehniella. The fecal color
changes with larval development in P. inferpunctella and C. cautella; It was light-brown during
early larval development and no reddish feces were produced, whereas most feces produced by
later in larval development were reddish. Because early stadium larvae of P. interpunctella did
not excrete reddish feces and those of C. cautella, E. elutella and E. kuehniella also excreted
reddish feces, it was not possible to identify P. inferpunctella by the color of feces alone.
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J VAR Y T A A KN Plodia interpunctella
(Hiibner) (F 3 v H: x4 #ED @dIEFEIcEHED
EWETH D, MDD TEELSHEARERTH S
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o — . (ommochrome) 38 TH 5 Z &G X1
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TYFAAHICOVWTDHRTDRADILETH
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TYIAAHTDEITOWT, MhoERIZ—Kic
HoBEABRNKZ S, LObDIHOFEBETH S
M5, KEEZDITENORRZZICHT RN,
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sy Ay TciRIBEL 237 V9 L8y
Sitophilus oryzae (L) (29 F 2w H: A4/ A
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