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Poly (L-lactide) (PLA) degradation was studied using an actinomycete, Kibde-
losporangium aridum. In liquid culture medium, high molecular weight PLA film
(3.4 X 10°) was degraded by more than 97 mg from 100 mg within 14 days. L-
Lactic acid, a monomeric degradation product of PLA was totally assimilated by
the strain. Characteristic degradation by the filamentous microorganism on the
surface of PLA film was observed by scanning electron microscopy.

Poly (L-lactide) (PLA) degradation by Kibdelosporangium aridum
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The role of microorganisms that degrade biodegradable plastics in
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