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 ROLE  OF  ML  APHERESIS  IN THE  TIUIATMENT  OF
FAMILIAr.HYPERCHOLESTEROLAEMrA

G.-RLI]un um

MRC  Lipopfotein Tearn. Hospital, Lofidoq  UK.

  LDL  aphcresis was  deveieped 15 ycars ago against  a  baclc-
grouixl ef  sucoessfu1  usage  of  plasma exchange  sitne  tsw5. The
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which
 is poerly ttspoitsivt  to coaveutitxul  therapy.

(berTtritt)r, dertturl sulptvateleeltulese  adsorptian  cotumns

(Kamka) nt  on-line  beparin p{ecipitatien (}IELP) are  he  
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popular systezlls 
used

 in LDL  apheresis. Weekiy or bi-weekiy
t{tatrnenr of  !-2 plasma votume  bquivalellts  ptas corx)oniitant
staivastatin  ar)d pTobr)co! alable  ML  ebolestetvl  to be
im  at 3a50%  of  its untreated  level, with mm
regression
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 tmmas,  arTest  of  progrtssien of  cotenary

atheroscleTosis  aDd  inrp[vved life erpectarrcy.  Howeyer, aertic
senosts [nay  p:ogrtss desphe apheTesis aixt nDcessitate  whve
replaoemerrt.  ln future better control  of  hypcrcbo1esterolaemia
tnay

 
rtsul:

 trom cornbining  aphertsis  with  a  new  aod  potent
HMG

 CoA  redt)ctase  inhibbor, atorvastatin.  LDL  apbcresis  ean
also

 be usean  in truating drug-resistant M  hcterezyge{es with
corunary  discase. Tbe wt  kgression  Sndy  sbowed  oo  evider=e

that
 
redue[ion

 by apbertsis  of  both IDL  afxt Lp(a) was  mere
advantageous

 than Tedur:tion  by combination  (tTug ttmapy  of
LDL  alotrc bur further striclies are  [ieeded  to determirm whether
lowering Lp<a) is berrcficial.
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