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Current Therapeutic Immunoadsorption
Toshiaki Kawanishi
Department of Internal Medicine, Koto Hospital

Summary Immunoadsorption plasmapheresis has been developed and applied clinically to the
treatment of collagen diseases, neurological disorders, and dermatologic diseases. Separated
plasma from the patient continuously passes through the immunoadsorption column. Pathogenic
molecules, such as autoantibodies, immune complexes, and rheumatoid factors are adsorbed by
immunoadsorption column. Treated plasma returns to the patient, so this method requires no
substitute such as fresh frozen plasma or albumin solution. The immunoadsorption plasmapheresis
is as effective as plasma exchange or double-filtration plasmapheresis without supplement. This
article describes the current therapeutic immunoadsorption in Japan.
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