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The Effect of Double-Filtration Plasmapheresis with Thermo-Mode, “DF Thermo” for
Patients of Arteriosclerosis Obliterans (ASO)

Yoshie Konno*!, Kei Eguchi*!, Yusuke Amano*!, Ryo Yokoi*!, Iwakazu Kaneko*!, Akira Kawa-
shima*?, Michio Mineshima*! and Takashi Akiba*?

*! Department of Clinical Engineering and ** Division of Blood Purification, Kidney Center, Tokyo
Women’s Medical University

Summary Recently, low-density-lipoprotein (LDL) apheresis has been applied to patients with
arteriosclerosis obliterans (ASO). In this study, the effectiveness of the DF Thermo was examined
during a clinical study for an ASO patient. As a result, the levels of LDL-C, IgM and fibrinogen
and the patient’s blood and plasma viscosity were significantly decreased, and the lower leg
temperature of the patient improved fairly after the DF Thermo treatment. The warmer tempera-
ture of the legs was maintained during four months after the start of the treatment. Rebound
phenomena in several proteins, on the other hand, were observed. The level of LDL-C returned to
the original level at one week after the treatment, but not the level of IgM. Adequate operating
conditions and treatment schedule should be determined for each patient from this viewpoint.
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