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Cooperative Multiinstitutional Evaluation Study of Apheresis Treatments for Arterio-
sclerosis Obliterans in the Lower Limbs without Hyperlipidemia

Tetsuzo Agishi*', Takehisa Iwai*?, Shin Ishimaru*’, Izumi Amano*‘, Nakanobu Azuma** and A
Study Group for Cooperative Multiinstitutional Evaluation of Apheresis Treatments for Arterio-
sclerosis Obliterans in the Lower Limbs without Hyperlipidemia

*1 Itobashi Chuo Medical Center, ** Tokyo Medical & Dental University, ** Tokyo Medical Univer-
sity, ** Tenri Hospital, *° Tokatsu Clinic Hospital

Summary Apheresis treatments for arteriosclerotic obstruction in the lower limbs, which can be
reimbursed by the social medical insurances in patients with hyperlipidemia, were clinically
evaluated in patients without hyperlipidemia. According to our own evaluation criteria, referring
to improvements in claudication appearance distance, maximal walking distance, subjective symp-
toms, ulcer surface area and so on, a total of 49 cases with IInd, IlIrd and IVth grade of Fontaine’s
Severity Classification were investigated. Effectiveness was achieved in 32 cases (65.3%) and
Moderate Effectiveness was achieved in 10 cases (20.4%). In the restricted 28 cases with the more
severe class of IIlrd and IVth grade, Effectiveness was achieved in 20 cases (71.4%) and Moderate
Effectiveness was achieved in 3 cases (10.7%). No serious untoward effects were observed. In
conclusion, apheresis is judged to be clinically useful as a treatment modality for ASO in non-
hypercholesterolemic patients.
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