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Overview of Therapeutic Apheresis in Children : Opening Remarks

Noritomo Itami* and Susumu Uemura™

*! Kidney Center and * Department of Clinical Engineering, Nikko Memorial Hospital

Summary Therapeutic apheresis, which presents a number of technical challenges in children, has
become more popular over the past thirty years. Our increasing understanding of the molecular
pathogenesis of difficult to treat diseases provides adequate reasoning for the use of apheresis in
treating these conditions. These reviews will present an introduction discussing various currently
accepted indications for therapeutic apheresis in children and address the technical considerations

necessary to provide safe and effective apheresis.
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