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Drugs prepared by pharmacist may sometimes clog the nasogastric tubes, gastrostomy tubes or jejunostomy
tubes during drug administration. As a result, such drugs were examined regarding their possibility of clogging.
Consequently, 11% of the capsulated drugs (89 drugs) could not be used with tubes due to the fact that they
did not come in a dispenser that can be used with tubes. In addition, 15% of the drugs clogged the thin tubes
(8Fr.). 7% of the fine granules and granules (94 drugs) could not be used with tubes, 10% of them clogged
the thin tubes.

On the other hand, in order to decrease the amount of loss due to crushing the tablets, as well as to prevent
health hazards, the tablets were dispersed in water. Experiments were performed to obtain data on the disinte-
gration of the tablets in the water. As a result, 74% of 514 tablets were found to be appropriate for administra-
tion using this method, and this rate was higher than for crushable tablets (53%).

The results were complied and the list of the drugs that could be successfully administered by feeding tubes
was made. Accordingly, the problems in crushing were solved and tube clogging could thus be successfully
prevented thus resulting in an improved QOL for the patients.

Keywords feeding tubes, nasogastric tubes, crushing tablets, opening capsules, clogging, disintegra-

tion
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