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We conducted a statistical investigation in which we compared the drug consumption in a new hospice ward with that in
other wards. In order to protect the personal information of patients, we used drug consumption data that did not identify
individual patients. The results of the comparison showed how the inventory control of each drug could be optimized. They
also revealed that the SSRI consumption pattern in the hospice ward was the most distinctive indicating that drugs being
used for the management of symptoms with such patterns could be readily determined. We considered the statistical meth-
ods used in our investigation would be effective for inventory control in new wards and departments established in hospi-

tals.
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