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To study the status quo and the problems concerning the dispensing and the admixing of
injectable drugs in Japan, a preliminary survey was conducted at the pharmacy department of
six hospitals in Japan, with which each author is working. The data obtained from the survey
will be useful in promoting the responsibilities of hospital pharmacists in the future and in
improving the quality of drug therapy. In the previous survey, many hospitals were dispens-
ing injectables to patients from the stock at the nurse station of patient wards. In the present
survey, however, more hospitals are dispensing injectable drugs from the pharmacy department
at each time a doctor’s order is issued. Furthermore, the number of hospitals where phar-
macists conduct admixture practice has increased, and the number of drugs to be admixed has
also increased as compared with the results from the previous survey. These changes shown

- in the present survey suggest that the roles and responsibilities of hospital pharmacists in the
admixture practice are becoming more important.
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