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  MESSAGE

Frein be,,tr,iiming to  cnd,  1993 posed

challengcs  fo]/ the  iT]aritime  inck]stry

as a -,eakeillng  of'shtipping  acEivit}',

breus,1it on  by the global recess{oi].

curtaiLccl tri]de 2ii]d ]ed to a sierplus  in

thc world  tleet. ]')espite :}]is siuggisii

c)pc'n)ting envirornnellt,  there  ",as a

steacly rise in iiew  sliips biAlt and

erd ¢ rtd  throughottt  the  "'orld.

[)emand for new  shipK  was  supported

1)y twe  Ci(/ters/ increasingly tous,her

c'riticism ofsubstandarcl  ships  that  pre-

cipita:edrcplacenientofagingntcr-

c/1ian: fleets: and  the previilent op{n{on

[hat  ship  priceli hud bottemecl out.

   Consegueiitly, NK  recor(lcd  a rise

in tiic i]uniber  efships  added  to [ts

reggster  in l993. 
'Fhe

 Soa'et>, ulassifiecl

476 g]iips,  totaling 6,3 inMion  (J'T,

inciuding 379 newiy  bui]: ships, totul-

illg 5.8 miMion  C;1', A tota] of375

ships, totalii]g 2.3 mMion  GT, were

 .... ....ttt....-. ...                               t t t tttt-

FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND

 renioved  l'ro") tl'Le register.  Thus,

 at 1993 vear-end  the  nuniber  ot'

 NK-cEassed ships  stood  at 6,e81, up

 fvoni 5,9S{) at the  end  of'19()2,  and

 total gJoss tollnage  rcacliecl  a new  higli,

 clm]bing  te 84.6 mi]1ion.

     In vieii,  of'  the  currcnt  recession,

 xve believe thcse  statistics indicatc our

 so]id  i eputztioi]  as  a tna.i' er  intemationai

 ship  classiticati()n  soc]ety.  We  are

 pleased thut  so mnny  shipo"･ners  uncl

 shipbuilders  valuc  eur  technica] exper･-

 tise ai]c{ dL'dicution to safetv  at seu  /md

 protection of  mnrine  erwirorlment.

    As the  N'oices calling  t'or sitip su{'ety

 and  preservauon oft]ie  envi.ronn'ient

 gro"' louder, den]ands oiT  ship  classif/-

 catio]] societies  and  client  cxpectaiions

 et'3hip  classifjcation  socic'ties  are

 increasing and  <iiL,ersMng.  Consc-

 qucnti>,, NK  put grcnt effort  iiito its

 activitlcs ns an  {titt/Tnational c]assti  ficn-

 tien  soaiety,  unci  regards  thc  folle",ins.r

 asparticularlynotc",ortliy.

    For exainplc,  our  (,,).uali", Assur-

 ance  DiL,isien, which  began werk  in

 19C}3, provides quality assurancc

 certiticatkni  ol' supplicrs  based oti  1SC)

 9f)OO sk'rit'.s sEandards,  as weH  as  ('ertM'-

 cll:iol] ofs}11'Il ml]1111gc'I]lc'Ilt svstc]l]s,

 1)uriiig 1 993 "'e  also concenira  ted  on

Enh,incc,d Survey I)togr"innies fix'

oil t/mkcvs an(l  bulk c:irTiers, nnd

etstablishecl new  rulcs  for {iouble-hull

oil taukers as a nieans  to preve"t cnrgo

oil spiJlnge.

    In rcsv/irc]]  and  dei,elupnient,

NK  enl]anced  its capabilities  "{th  thc
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PRESIDENT

opei]ing  on  July 1 efthe  ne",  ]{esearcl)

Clentt'r in (]reentec Chiba, un

industrial park on  the  ou:skirts  ef

Tokyo, NK's c'oinputer  systeins  ",ere

ccntralized  in the  ce"tei,

    To  mect  gro"'ing demand  S'o' r  our

techvicul  sen,ices,  ",c  cxtcnded  our

service  net"'ork  by opening  offices  in

Kuwait and  [ol]or Bahc'u, Malavsia.

    NK  had ne  trouble  passing a recent

nudit  ro comply  with  zhc  (?uality Sys-

teiiT (]crt{ fication Schenie (C?S(]S),
u,hich  ",as introduced bv t])e Itttcrna-

tivnalAssociatioiieC'Classiflcation

Societies (IACS) to eiihance  the  proflle

ot'sliip classit'ica:ion socic{ics,

    hi 19C)3, t",o ne",  inenibers  ",ere

eiected  te the Board of1)ircctors.
'iliese

 gent]einev are  conii]ii:ted  zo

the Socie",', joining iiTe and  the  ethei/

continui]'tg  directers in seeking  ne-,

opporruniL'ies  to pron}ote our  goals of

total niarine  safety  and  protectien c)f

lll}lrirlee:IVirOlltllel)t.

    In ataditieiL to tfiectivelv  concUtct--                         '

ing classil'tcation services,  ",c ,tim to

aLtgnient  /tll scrvices  to f'ulflll our  c]i-

ents'  ship-related  needs.

    Oii behalfof' the cntire  Boarc], t

"'oLild  likc to thaiTk  our  c]ients, busg-

ncss  partners tuid eniploF,ecs  tbr their

support  and  ask  t'or their ericoumigenient

ofour  ctlt)rts in lV9,l,

March  19C)4
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