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Focus  on Japan
TAIR  YOBA  TA  AND  MAIWAI

TLiii:yobata, a combination  of
"good

 catch"  and  
"flag"

 in Japa-
nese,  refers  to brightly.colored
flags that have flown from the
masts  of  fishing boats for cen-
turies. Between five and  30
square  meters  in area,  these

flags are  painted with  images of
traditionalJapanesegood-luc

symbols,  such  as sea  bream, wh
cranes,  turtles, and  wave  crests,

 Fishermen  originally  use

tairyobata to quickly signal  neM

of  abundant  catches  to peopie
the  fishing villages,  More recenti

these  flags are  used  as  good-luc
charms.  For example,  when  a  ne

boat is launched, dozens of  tairy

bata, rnade  especially  for the occ

sion,  are attached  to its masts  t

ensure  safe  sailing  and  good  fishin
Fishermen also  fly tairyobata

from 
'their

 boats during New
Year helidays and  at the begin-
ning  ofeach  fishing season.

Origins of  fahyobata
The colorfUl  images for which
the  tairyobata are  famous origi-
nated  in the l7th century  on

maiwai  robes  {maiwai literally
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Kanto region  around  Tokyo,
 Accordingtotradition,atthe
beginning of  the fishing season

the  owner  of  each  fleet pur-
chased  several  TnaiwaL  each

bearing a special  design reflect-
ing his power, wealth,  and  char-

acter.  Then he presented them
o  the  most  capable  fishermen of
he village  as  an  invitation to join
  fleet, An  unwritten  law speci-
ed  that a fisherman who  received

 maiwai  was  obliged  to remain

ithfu1 for life to the  fleet owner
nd  could  not  join another  flcet.
shermen  wore  their maiwai  at

 hing festivals and  when  visiting

 rinesduringNewYeartoprayfor

good  fishing season.

 In the latter half of  the 19th
entury,  the custom  of  wearing

  maiwai  declined, eventually

  ending  in the 1 920s. However,
  the  colors  and  designs that

  characterized  maiwai  are  very

  much  alive  in the  tairyobata,

  which  are  extremely  popular
  even  today.

 A  Master  Craftsman
  Perhaps the  most  famous tai-
  T[yobata  craftsman  is 65-year-

  old  Tadakazu  Ozawa,  a resi-

dent of  Choshi, a  town  beside
Kujukuri, When  Ozawa  was  13

years old,  he began producing
taii yobatn while  working  with  his
father. Now,  he constantly  receives

orders  from fishermen and  boat
owners  throughout Japan,

Japanese  good-luck  symbols,  such  as  the

seA  bream, the  white  crane,  and  wave

crests,  are  traditional tairyobata designs.
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Ozawth first (lraws  a  design en  white  cloth

wEtli  th specinl  paste,

11:111/

  ([)zawa iiiakes  tain,iobata  by a  i

xwwg,,p'g,f,';,fs,'.i>,ft,eg t'11-s//,\'ww' i
the znest  appropritite  design, h.e
takes a piece of  whjtct  cloth  andi

draws a design on  it using  a  special

paste rnacle  freni boi(ed glntinous

i next.  }'ipaily, lie renioves  thft dried
L rriold  o{' paste and  sand,  leaving the
  viviLi whjte  deslgn,

i 
'I'adakazu

 Ozazz,a is also  one  ef'

  the fe"r re;naining  inakers  ef
'
 i'nai'wai, ivhich  ai'e used  inost]y  in
  movjcs,  televi$ion drtamas;, a,ncl

I stage  pla>,s. Ile ticquired  this skill

  through  his decades oi] e.xperience

: proclucing tai't:yobata and  his early
  childhoocl  rnernories  of  {{shern'ien

  x･x,earing rnaizvai. Because of  his
  eflbrts, tLie tra(lition of  tuiryobata

  renu!ins  v)opular, and  the  old  c:us-

  tonl oflvearing  nza,iwtzi  1's not  })eing

  fi)rgotten. &

imi-'ni, celorfu1  robes  feuturing tais:vobata
pattem]s, were  popular  arnong  Japanese
flsherme" umtil  lhe  early  2eth century.
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