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A     rgentinu,  1oeated in the  lower ha}f of  Sei]tl] America, is

     ]ike a  Lviafigte betw een  kx o  ocettTi  s, extending  frorr] the

 majesticLosA"desMountainsandPacificOceanintheeast.to

 lhc  ,4tlant,ic Oconn  in t]ic west,  nnd  from  the  irople efCapri-

 eovn  lri Ihe TLorth,  tilinosL  te A"tiiretjea in the  suuth.  The  cH  rriete

 is verlr  warn]  in the nerth  (trepical arca),  mild  in the center

 uTid  very  c.old iri Ihe  south.

In the cou]]try's  cent.er  are  the  ri ch  ]an ds fameiisly, knewn  as

the  
:`Pampas;'

 which  are  extensive  flat areas  ivith  ri ch  soils  nnd

generoi]s rains  that have  helped  n]rn Argent{na  hito a  wor'ld-

wide  grai]  exportev  and  t'auious ]neat.  prf)dLieer. )v'Tention

Argcnlina  and  peopie wu'il[ irn inediatel.y  picl.uve a eounlr.v  of

lenely  
"gauchos,"

 eows,  soccer  players, and  sultry  tango

dancers and  singcrs,  Thc  countrt}･  is blessed i･vith abundatiL

natt]ralresour'cestindiahLghlyedvcatedpepulat.ion.Thec{)uTi-

try a]so  boast.s a stunning  geograph},･, blessed  with  a variety

ot' i]a{ural  x･voncteys  and  culkLi'ai  attrttetions.  U'nt'ortuiiately,

in spitc  of  all this petcntial, a  suceession  of  administvations

has  ]efi t.he eo-nt]'}'  ee{}TioTnica  Ily an  d sucial]y  u]stable,  ivitli

hieh  rates  ef  unemplo)'ment  and  crime,

   LLenes  ,tires.  olle  of  the  world's  majoe  metropolises.  is

B   hometooneinthreeArgenti]esandisthecfipita1efthe

largesL Spanish-speaking  coulldy  iri the world.  This  complex,

energetieandseduetiveportcity,whichstretchessouthtonorth

along  Lhe  big, s･vide  Rie  de  la Plata, pessesses a  rich  and  elabe-

rateci]ltiiraljdentit}',genertttetfbyitsmultiiiationalpopuLation,

mainl),  eg  Spatiiat'ds, Italians, Germans  and  British, but  a]se

iiiclLtdingJapaf)ese.Thelifostyleandarchitectureareunmis-

takably, more  Eurupean  than  any  other  city  i] the  ,'Nmerieas,

Due  to  this  diyersit},, the  spirit  of  a  global  eity  is prese-t
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every,  wbere  in Buenes  Ajres, DespLte Buetios t!Lres  being

well  known  for iLs sophistieation,  there are  from time te time

travelers  who,  ignorai}t of  sucli  a  repu{dtien,  eeme  seeking

adventvi'e  in the  spirit  nf  their image  ofa  
"Latin

 American

CLty" and  ma)･  1'eet dLsappoLnted  by jts Earopean  character.
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 Buenes  Aires  Office was  opclled  m  1980 and  is well

N    locnt{'d in an  elcgant  distriet near  the  downtos- ii area,

with  easy  aceess  tn the main  highways and  airports. Tlte Ofilce

undertnkes  sLirvey  wo[k  in 21 ports in Argentina, Ur-guay

and  Paraguay.  This  very  Large service  area  sU'eLehes  mot'e  than

S,500 km  t'rom Paraguay's  Asuneion  ]'ort in the iiei'th, to the

seuthernmost  port in the  world,  called  Ushuaia,  near  the

tlameus  Cape  Hor'n, and  invelves  some  5e,OO{} km  of  driving,

as  we]1  as  many  hours of  domestic and  i]iternatiollal flying

per  year, in order  to earr.y  out  the  survey,  work  requested.

   heBuenosAiresOtlicecoiiductsregularin-servicesur-

T   vevs  mainlv  for bulk  carriers  and  oil tallket's bul. also     t U

htts vast  experience  in surveyMg  new  buildings built to NK

elass  at  Ioeal shjpyards.  This  work  has Meluded  one  oil

tanker,  tlye buik  earriers,  one  fot'sv (vehac]elpassenger shjp)

and  several  river barges. In reeent  years, due  ln rapid  inc]reas-

es  in ik'geiitina's  exporLs  of  grain an  d oi], the work  i]i the  Orace

has  increased  to inore  than  200  st] m･e},s  per .x,,ear.

Thecoinii]gyears",illnedouhtbeiiiteresttngandchalEens.ing,

due  Lo tie centinuous  growlh of  the Soci ety  amd  the  great chan-

gesinshiptechnelogy,TheBiienosAiresOtlieeslaffareloeking

forward w･ith  pride  to representiug  Nk  with  their best etforts.
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