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Meal-Plans of the Formal Banquets Held by the Edo Government
in 1715-1865 (Part 2)

Akemi HaMADA and Jun’ichi HavasHi

Faculty of Home Economics, Doshisha Women’s College, Kamig yo-ku, Kyoto 602

To clarify the origin of Japanese dishes, we surveyed meal-plans for formal banquets held in
connection with the Buddhist mass at Tashogu in Nikka.

Two hundred and one samples of meal-plans were obtained from old manuscripts. Based
on the number of soups and dishes served first to each guest, these samples were classified into
15 categories composed from 4 soups and 16 dishes (Shichigosan) to 1 dish. The categories were
differentiated according to the purposes of banquets and the status and rank of guests. The high-
est meal-plan, 4 soups and 16 dishes, was used only for the priest-prince of Nikké. These gen-
eral pattern was the same one observed in the meal-plans for Korean ambassadors and Imperial
envoys in the previous paper.

Five of the 6 factors found in the previous paper have been confirmed in the meal-plans for
the Buddhist mass. Furthermore the seventh factor which represents the degree of polishing
of rice was newly found. The hierarchy of categories in the meal-plans of formal banquets held

by the Edo government was presumed to be based on these seven factors.
(Received December 19, 1989)
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