Japan soci ety of Home Economics

HAZHFSEE Vol 49 No.4 439~452 (1998)

NEEEFEFEZEOMAEEY (FIIKE) O
RA OBIK & iRE
— 22 R OFA &L E L T—

ELtH =% F

(R LR 228 FEP)
FRETRIOFESA 68, FRIBETHIFEIZA4H

Possession and Problems of Durable Consumer Goods
(Mainly Furniture) by the Residents of Public Operate Housing

—Comparison with Investigation Conducted 22 Years Ago—
Ryoko Funta

Faculty of Educaton, Okayama University, Okayama 700-8530

In order to grasp the state of possession and use of the durable consumer goods in the house with
fixed room arrangement as well as how differently those rooms came to be used, I conducted the
present investigation to make a comparative study of the previous investigation made 22 years ago or
1972, and the followings are the results of my study:

1) Of the sunny rooms facing the balcony, regardless of room arrangement, the one close to the
kitchen is used as the family’s public space. On the other hand. those away from the sunny side are
used as the family’s private space such as a bedroom and religious service. Room A, in a 3 DK
arrangement, is often used as a dining room in most families, but the dining room offers different
aspects depending on its size per se, the family makeup, how meal is taken, and how it is connected
with other rooms.

2) Room A, where the rate of placing furniture is high, serves also as the porch and the entrance to
the bathroom. Together with room B, which is not spacious, Room A poses problerns regarding the
arrangement of furniture.

3) The possession and arrangement of furniture in respective rooms seern to be correspondingly
determined by the living behaviors in those rcoms. The dining furniture, sofas and beds are
determined by room arrangement and the size of respective rooms.

4) The basic furniture possessed by family is difficult to be affected by the family makeup, size of the
family and trend of the time. At the same time, there are the pieces of furniture, acquired in
accordance with respective life stage such as the growth of children as well as the aging of the family
members. There are also pieces of funiture needed by the change of family lifestyle and use of rooms.

5) It should be noted that there are some equipment with novel functions such as personal
computers and word processors. There is a need of space to install those new equipment.

) The present investigation found a larger number of simple furniture and furniture with plural
functions than 22 years ago. Those furniture desinged for sitting lifestyle is disappearing.

7) The above tendency was also observed in the thirteen families who had continued to live at the
same place over my previous investigations.
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