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The Effect of Mother’s Evaluation of Dwelling Environment on
Her Perception and Attitude toward Childrearing

Satoko MATSUMOTO

Graduate School of Human Sciences, Waseda University, Tokorozawa, Saitama 359-1192

This study was conducted to investigate the relationship among dwelling environment evaluation,
mothers’ feelings toward childrearing (in this study, mothers’ feeling that childrearing is restricting
their other activities), and childrearing attitude. The questionnaire regarding dwelling environment
and childrearing were distributed in Tokyo and Chiba district to mothers with young children. The
completed answers from 841 mothers were used for the analysis. Through factor analysis, four factors
were extracted from items representing dwelling environment evaluation, namely “space within the
house,” “room environment,” “structure of the house” and “neighborhood environment.” By using
multiple regression analysis, the paths were drawn from factors such as “space within the house” and
“structure of the house,” which are considered the factors to induce feeling of one’s activities being
restricted due to childrearing and eventually to affect the caring attitude toward childrearing. This
result indicates that acquiring satisfying environment for mothers eases the mothers’ negative feeling

toward childrearing and eventually develops caring relationship with their children.
(Received October 25, 2001; Accepted in revised form May 2, 2002)
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