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“The New Woman” Expressed in the Drama The New Woman at the End of
19" Century Britain

—Its Spirits and Fashion—

Kei Sasal

Faculty of Home Economics, Japan Women’s University, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-8681

In late 19 century England, ‘the New Woman’ arises in many literary works and dramas. In this
essay, I will explain the features of the New Woman by studying the drama The New Woman and exam-
ining the reviews and costumes in the magazines The Sketch and The Queen. Firstly, women who aimed
for a new way to live have these features: working, looking for platonic love, not cooking, having a
latchkey, living freely and smoking. Secondly, they wore ‘tubular’-looking nether garments, ‘cut-
away’ coats and ‘trying hats.” In this time, there were many tailor-made coats for women like those
shows in advertisements of dressmakers. They wore tailor-made costumes because it expressed
women’s emancipation, Finally, the New Woman wore attractive dresses which were in vogue. The
evening dress of Mrs. Sylvester ornamented with birds expressed a defiant attitude different from tra-
ditional attire. The New Woman established her status by her actions and her costume.
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“BUTTERFLY.”

Gharming Serge Geat in
Biack and different shades
of Fawn, Biue, &c., 21/8;
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K11l. FLAXA—H—DLEE

a. Peter Robinson Lady’s Pictorial, April 1893.
b. Swan and Edgar The Queen, Oct. 1894.
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The Queen, Jan. 12, 1895
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THE SKETCH. Ocr. 10, 18904
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Tus NEW AMAZONS AND THE OLD ANTIDOTE.
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The Sketch, Oct. 10, 1894
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LWKELIZL-T, 202 L THRo/zDT
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JB Yy —ORBILRIIEZE ] OBFZEER O —

THh.
51 A X ™
1) DFTOXEICINOORBEIFERIN TS, JIIKH

3)

9)
10)
11)

F i Lvwkizb) oltidK], AT TERE, ®E,

7-30 (1999); RHERT [T Lk ORFE—V x
vE-OFHEER], BEA, E®E, 17-31 (2003);

Richardson, A., and Willis, C.: The New Woman in Fiction
and in Fact, Palgrave, London, 13-25 (2001)

Linton, E. L. The Girl of the Period, The Saturday
Review, March 14, 1868, Electric. Text Research
Center, University of Minneapolis, MN (2002)

(The girl of the period) ...dyes her hair and paints her
face, ...whose sole idea of life is plenty of fun and lux-
ury; and whose dress is the object of such thought and
intellect as she possesses. Her main endeavour in this
is to outvie her neighbours in the extravagance of
fashion.

[HLwg] PWEETLECE [FEL2k], 7=V
Y, [&Eoteizb ] R ENFRCERDO S A PV
Hwb N Tw7:, Grand, S: The New Aspects of the
Woman Question, North American Review, 158, March
270-276 (1894) 75 ¥ FliI Z D F ® ¥ T the new
woman D F ¥ ¥ ffi o T A, Ouida: The New
Woman, North American Review, 158, May, 610-619
(1894) 7V 4 —F IR 7z IZ A MDVEPL I D%k
FEWTW5,

Punch, or the London Charivari, April 28, 194 (1894) Z
DEIZOVTIE, BREBORLTIE, BROMAFRM LK
BEFEY a -V - V% br® [F— 7 —JKeynotes]
YIETETHLLEVIY, [FTOR] 2H2BLTw
%5t HZITHEMN A, Richardson, A, and Willis, C.: op.
cit., 20

Punch, op. cit., 252

ibid, 111

Grundy, S: The New Woman, The New Woman and
Other Emancipated Plays (ed. by Jean Chothia), Oxford
University Press, New York (1998)

The Sketch, Oct. 17, 623 (1894)

It is a play to see, and has added a fillip of interest to
the rather dull topic of the “New Woman,” a theme
which pursues us relentlessly in magazines and news-
papers, and forms a topic of conversation at many din-
ner tables—more’s the pity.

The Illustrated London News, Sept. 8, 206 (1894)

Lady’s Pictorial, Sept. 8, 318 (1894)

Richardson, A.: op. cit, 13, 64. = Z CII H¥nH, B,
FoAN [FH L] OfE&NREMEFEB I Ty
% . Grundy, S: op. cit, 270 (]J. Chothia #&3(), F7®
LI NDIEHOTBIETH L LV, ThICHER
EMAT L] of#e LTwas. HEEERIE
PUTomXzsRanizn, #iZF 9% Iok
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12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)
18)

BOMEK—T IV —<—2 5 HEEER~—, REEE,
18, 115-134 (1988)

Grundy, S.: op. cit., 16

VICTORIA: A woman has just as much right to a latch-
key as a man.

ENID: But a man has no right to a latchkey.

vicTorIA: That’s ridiculous!

ENID: I admit that a woman has just as much right to
come home with the milk as a man.

ibid., 5

SYLVESTER: Her theory is, that girls should be boys, and
maids should be young men. Goes in for latchkeys and
that sort of thing.

coLoNEL: Why can’t a woman be content to be a
woman? What does she want to make a beastly man
of herself for?

SYLVESTER: But my wife isn’t a woman.

COLONEL: None of them are, my boy. A woman, who is
a woman, doesn’t want to be anything else. These peo-
ple are a sex of their own, Sylvester. They have in-
vented a new gender.

ibid., 26

I'm only Mrs. Sylvester’s husband.

ibid., 29

vICTORIA: Have you a latchkey yet?

MARGERY: Oh, yes!

ENID: Margery, you shock me!

MARGERY: Well, you're easily shocked!

VICTORIA: You have a latchkey? (Triumphantly)
MARGERY: (simply) Yes, we have a latchkey!

BOTH (in different tones). We?

ibid., 28

VICTORIA: (and produces a cigarette case) Do you mind to-
bacco?

SYLVESTER: Not at all. I like it.

vicTorIiA; Will you join me? (Offers case)

MARGERY: Thank you, I can’t smoke.

vicToRIA: Then you should learn at once. (Put a ciga-
rette in her mouth)

Could you oblige me with a light? (Sylvester strikes a
match) Thanks. (Lights up at the wrong end of a gold-
tipped cigarette.)

MARGERY: Do you like smoking?

vicTorIA: No, but I smoke on principle!

SYLVESTER: On the wrong principle!

VICTORIA: I beg your pardon. Men smoke cigarettes.
SYLVESTER: Yes, but they light them at the other end.
Victoria takes the cigarette out of her mouth and looks at it.
Margery and Sylvester burst out laughing. She throws it
away viciously.

ibid., 30

ibid., 17

coLoNEL: Everything’s New nowadays! We have a
New Art—
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20)
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22)

23)
24)

25)

19 R A 1) ZADEB] The New Woman \[ZH 5 [H L\vic ]

ENID: A New Journalism—

vicTorIA: A New Political Economy—

pocTor: A New Morality—

COLONEL: A New Sex!

ibid., 51

You call yourself a New Woman—you’re not New at
all. You'’re just as old as Eve.

ibid., 18. They want a husband.

ibid., 9

SYLVESTER: I shall be home to dinner, though.

MRS. SYLVESTER: Oh, dear, I wish I had known that.
There’s only mutton.

SYLVESTER: The same mutton?

MRS. SYLVESTER: What do you mean by same?
SYLVESTER: I mean the mutton I had yesterday.

ibid., 10

The ancient regarded his wife as a slave, the modern
regards her as a cook.

Lady’s Pictorial, Sept. 8, 318 (1894)

MREF DR IZ, AT OICHIZ L 5. The Queen, Sept,
15, 454 (1894); The Sketch, Sept. 12, 386 (1894)

Byrde, P. Nineteenth Century Fashion, B. T. Batsford
Limited, London, 74 (1992); The Lady, May 27, 403 (1886)
Nty PEHWLRWT 4 — - T I, 1889 F F
TIRETORFANOKELRY, /2, w5 =51 -

26)
27)

28)
29)

30)

31)
32)
33)

(33)

FLAELTHHWLRT W,
Grundy, S. op. cit,, 31

I've just been ordering my gown!
ibid., 56

ibid., 18

The Queen, Sept, 15, 454 (1894)

(@i)f she do not consult the only oracle now in working
order —the stage. ...This is a good reason, if any be
wanted, for studying in some detail the costumes
worn in “The New Woman” at the Comedy Theatre.
And here it may be reassuring to state that in the deli-
cate art of gownery the New Woman and the Woman
are equally charming adepts.

The Sketch, Sept. 12, 386 (1894)

As far as originality and effectiveness are concerned,
this dress, of course, deserves all praise; but to me it is
a painful example of the cruel thoughtlessness of some
of Fashion’s followers. It is bad enough, in all con-
science, to see hats and bonnets decorated with the
corpses of the harmless feathered creatures, which
are so much more beautiful in their life than in their
death:

The Queen, Sept. 15, 454 (1894)

The Sketch, Jan. 9, 541 (1895)

The Queen, Oct. 20, 652 (1894)

LEENTWAS,
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