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RESUME

The Journal of Educational Sociology

No. 40

Part I. Women and Education

The Japanese and Mother, Reconsidered

Yoshiaki Yamamura
(Rikkyo University)

Replying to the critiques given to my previous work, on the one hand, and
commenting on the recent works touching upon the significance of Japanese
mother, on the other hand, I stressed the necessity to treat this problem not
from individual and/or depth psychological perspective, but from the cultural
point of view. It is unsustainable to presuppose the universal motherhood and
fatherhood in order to analyze characteristics of Japanese society. It is also dif-
ficult to make an assertion that Japanese family has been mother-child centered
from ancient times.

I think that the Japanese mother gradually entered into “the vocabulary of
motive” as disorganization of Japanese traditional family (IE) and vertical com-
bination of IEs (DOZOKUDAN) proceeded. In the society where IE and DO-
ZOKU relations prevailed, members of inferior IE must have always served to
superior IE and its representatives, as Kizaemon Ariga states. Superior IE was
regarded as “public,” in relation to which inferior IE was regarded as “private,”

and the supreme order to make each IE prosper dominated the behavior of every

individual.
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In this sense “Japanese groupism” which is another key concept for under-
standing Japanese should not be viewed in terms of motherhoed principle or
significance of mother. Groupism has been consistently the norm which orients
and coordinates Japanese activities as “public.” As the consequence of disor-
ganization of IE and DOZOKU, IE was confined in “private” sphere of ,family,
which supports its member’s activities outside of the family, which supporis
its member’s activities outside of the family, that is “public.” It was in such

situations that mother-child relation surfaced and the mother assumed motivational

meaning for japanese,

The Characteristics of Girls, Student Subculture

Kiyoshi Takeuchi
(Musashi University)

The characteristics of girls’ student subculture quite differ from those of
boys’.
Academic and delinquent subcultures are more dominant among boys, while

girls are much involved in fun subculture.

The girls’ subculture seems to be influenced mainly by five factors.

Those are——
1) girls’ physical and mental nature.
2) conformity to parents’ and teachers’ expectation of “being feminine.”
3) patterns of girls’ peer friendship.
1) girls’ career orientation.
5) school organization.
By committing themselves to a specific subculture that is affected by five

factors mentioned above, girls form their own specific value pattern and attitude.

Women’s Use of Time

Michinori Hirata
(Tokyo Institute of Technology)

This article attemps to examine the everyday life of women reflected in the
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