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ABSTRACT

Learning Attitudes and Educational Expectations of Current
High School Students: The Effects of Family
Background and Value Orientations

ARAMAKI, Sohei
(The National Center for University Entrance Examinations)
2-19-23 Komaba, Meguro-ku, Tokyo, 153-8501 Japan

Email: aramaki@rd. dnc. ac. jp

This paper carefully examines the effects of family background and two value
orientations on the process of formation of learning attitudes and educational
expectations among current high school students. One crucial point of this paper
is that we clearly differentiate the direct and indirect effects of family back-
ground on learning attitudes and educational expectations. The second point is
that we consider the functions of two important value orientations, toward
status attainment and self-fulfillment, both of which are important for parents
and schools in determining their own educational policies. Using data collected
from 2, 220 high school seniors, we performed an OLS regression analysis on
learning attitudes and a logistic regression analysis on educational expectations,
and examined the following hypotheses. (1) Parents’ educations and the hierar-
chical status of schools are positively associated; at the same time, the hierarchi-
cal status of schools and educational expectations are positively associated. (2)
Parents’ educations are positively associated with learning attitudes and educa-
tional expectations, independent of the hierarchical status of a school. (3) Value
orientations are positively associated with parents’ educations. (4) Value orienta-
tions are positively associated with learning attitudes and educational expecta-
tions, independent of other important factors.

The main results are as follows. (1) Although the effects of the educational
attainment of parents on learning attitudes have disappeared or weakened, their
effects on educational expectations remain strong, independent of the hierarchi-
cal status of a school. (2) The two value orientations have no association with
family background, independent of the hierarchical status of the school, sex, and
academic performance. Therefore, our society does not carry out a social
reproduction process via the internalization of these value orientations. (3) The
orientation toward status attainment has a statistically significant effect on both
learning attitudes and educational expectations, and the orientation toward
self-fulfillment has a statistically significant effect on learning attitudes but not
on educational expectations, independent of other important factors.
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