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ABSTRACT
“Socialization” as the Process of Social Interaction
in Everyday Life:
Understanding Children’s Crying as Conversational Turns

SHIBATA, Naoko
(Graduate School, Rikkyo University)
3-34-1, Nishi-ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, 171-8501 Japan

E-mail: okoan-s@nifty.com

The purpose of this paper is to describe the interaction between a nursery school
teacher and a child. It is notable that children who have not yet acquired
competence in language use are able to participate in conversation using a
special tool, namely “crying.” This viewpoint is very important for considering
the following two things. One is how children’s crying is understood as a
concrete expression of will. And the other is how children are socialized, and
especially, how they acquire language.

Generally, in interpreting children’s crying, there is a tendency to think that
adults should try to understand the causes of the crying and to remove them.
However, this is not adequate. Let us imagine a case where it can be understood
that a child is crying because he or she wants a toy. How can this request be
understood? Probably, the adult cannot understand until noticing the crying,
passing the child the toy and noticing that he or she stops crying. That is,
understanding why the child is crying is an interactive process. Not only the
adult, but also the child needs to take part in that interaction.

From this perspective of conversation analysis, this paper focuses on the
interaction and attempts to describe the scene when the meaning of a child’s
crying is revealed. It goes on to note the operation of a “turn-taking system.”
This system leads to a knowledge of how children’s crying is understood as
concrete will.

Then, the paper goes on to examine the symmetrical character of “crying.”
Unlike words, crying itself does not have particular meanings. Therefore, to be
understood concretely, it requires the help of words. In other words, children
who participate in conversation using crying cannot or cannot sufficiently use
natural language, and need the help of adults. Starting from this, children can
gain the chance to acquire language and to be socialized.

Through the examination of these two issues, this paper attempts to
present one viewpoint for considering socialization.
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