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ABSTRACT

IMITATIVE LEARNING OF @ SOCIAL BEHAVIORS
IN KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN

by

Toshiko Us/zz' yama

Tokyo University

The purposes of the present experiments were to
examine (1) the degres of imitation of socially ac-
ceptable behaviors of adult models (female stude-

' nts) in kindergartén children, (2) the effect of vi-
carious reinforcement on imitation, (3) the degres
of maintenance of imitated behaviors(Exp. 1), (4
the degree of imitation of socially acceptable behav-
jors of peer models, and (5) the effect of the
' suggestive question on imitation.

22 boys and 18 girls in the 4 years old class and
16 boys and 22 girls in the 5 years old class served
‘as Ss in Exp. 1, and 14 boys and 8 girlsvin the 5
years old class in Exp.2. Ss were paired Withjin
the same sex and the same class for observing the
way that they play with each other when only one
toy, patrol car or sunder bird No.2 moved by rem-
ote controi, was prepared for them. Ss’ behaviors
were observed before and after Ss observed models’™
behaviors on- film. Experimental groups in Exp.1
observed either only models’ behaviors (no-reward
group) or models’ behaviors and reward to models
(reward group) on film, while control group obse-
rved no models. Ss bin‘Exp.Z observed either adult
models or pesr models. Models, first, mutually
conceded the first use of a toy (patrol car), did ‘jan—
ken-pon’ -for turn and uséd a toy in turn. Only 5
years old children in Exp.1 observed models’ beha-
viors two times. Suggestive question “Do you play
on good terms?” wés asked Ss in Exp.2 near the
end of play. Ss’ behaviors was observed from ob-
serving room. Observation was done about the tran-
sference of possessioﬁ of a toy. The time when the. v

/ toy transfer from one of Ss to another’ the way of

transference, the owner of the toy and Ss’ conver-
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sation were recorded.

The results were as follows:
1. All subjects didn’t mutually conceded and did
tjan-ken—pon’ before observing models’ behaviors.
Subjects in coutrol group also didn’t mutually con-
ceded and did ‘jan-ken-pon’ through examination.
A few 5 years old children in no-reward group,
reward group (Exp.1) and female models group
(Exp.2) imitated models’ mutual concessions and
‘jan-ken-pon’. These facts show that 5 years old
children imitated ’adult models’ socially aécepfable
behaviors by observing models’ behaviors only one
or two times.
2. Reward to models dind’t'always facilitate Ss’ im~
itation of models’ behaviors.
3. Imitated behaviors tended to be maintained even
if the toy was changed.
4. From the fact that no children in pear models
group imitated models behaviors and children’s spo-
ntaneous conversation, it was proved that children
didn’t always imitate models even though children
became aware of similarity between models and th-
emselves and difference betwesn models’ behaviors
and their behaviors.
5. The suggestive question “Do you play on good
terms ? 7 did not aditionally generate thce imitation

of models’ behaviors.
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