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~ ABSTRACT

A PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE JAPANESE QUALITATIVE
AND QUANTITATIVE WORDS '

By

KIJUN ODA
Nagoya Municipal Women’s Junior College

This study is on the developmental changes in
meanings of the Japanese Qualitatiye and quantita-
‘tive words (most of them are adverbs) by means
of the paired-comparison method. The qualitative
and quantitative words are classified on the basis of
the following four categories of meanings:

@ 18 words which express degree of common
things (TEST 1) ; sugoku, hijoni, taihen, totemo,
kanari, etc. k

(2) 16 words which express degree of probabi-
lity (TEST II); zettaini, kanarazu, kitto, tashikant,
tabun, etc: s ‘ ,

(8) 16 word$ which express degree of frequency
(TEST III) ; ftsumo, yoku, tabitabi, tokidoki, mare-
ni, etc.

(4) 18 words which éxpress degree of psycho-
logical time-distance (TEST IV);

“a. 10 'words which express the future; suguni,.
imant, mamonaku, yagate, etc.

b. 9 words which express the past: to“m',& senkoku,

sakihodo, ima, etc.
The subjects are required to answer the follow-
ing questions.
For instance;
i a. tathen okii
TEST 1 {
b, yaya okii
a. tabun kimasu
TESTII{
b. tashikani kimasu
The subjects are required to answer which means
]aAr(g'er size (TEST I) and which expresses more
probable meaning. (TEST II).

The sublects are 2,588 4th grade children (10

years old), 2,379 6th grade children (12 years old),

2,617 8th grade children (14 years old), and 2,084 .

students. The results show that even the subjects

~of the' same age vary in their interpritation of the

qualitative and quantitative words, and the older
subjects can understand more sharply the difference

of their meanings.
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