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ABSTRACT
ON THE FORMATION OF PUTTING SPEECH SOUNDS INTO LETTERS

——in terms of two-syllable words

Setsuko Wakabayashi and Mieko Kitahara

The present paper describes the way a child learns

how to put given speech sounds into Japanese pho- |

nemic letters(hiragana). The subject, N, is an 11-
year-old boy and attends school for mentally retarded
children. He has difficulty in communicating with
others, especially in expression rather than in recep-
tion. He had already learned to write several single
letters each of which corresponds to one-syllable
sound when the following experiment was started.

In Experiment I, N was required to write two
letters, receiving a two-syllable sound which consi-
sted of letters he had learned. He was given three
lists of sounds each of which included twelve two-
syllable sounds. The result showed that though N
could write a single letter corresponding to a one-
syllable sound did not guarantee he could do so when
he was given a two-syllable sound.

In Experiment I-(a)-(d), he was required to match
picture cards with letter cards (a), to choose the
letter cards equivalent to the speech sounds he
received (b), to tell the names of the pictures on
the cards (c) and to read the words on the cards
(d). The words used were the same in Experiment
I. He could perform only a few of the above four
experiments,

In Experiment II, it was investigated whether N
could write two letters corresponding to a given two-

syllable sound after he hadrlearnevd he had failed
in both Experiment I-(a) and(c). He could perform
the task completely.

Next, it was examined whether he could write
letters with a two-syllable sound while being told
his failure in Experiment I-(a) (Experiment III) and
in Experiment I-(c) (Experiment IV) respectively.
In Experiment III, he responded approximatély 70
percent correctly and in Experiment IV, he made no
correct answers. The items used were twelve words
(one list) in Experiments II, III and IV,

These results showed that the learning in Experi-
ment II was indispensable in order to write two
letters corresponding to the sounds. But as N had
difficulty in telling the name of the pictures, he
needed to be given a different kind of learning
procedure. In Experiment V, N was required to read
two letters (a word) on a separately given card,
then, to choose a picture card equivalent to them,
and in addition, to make correspondence between
the picture card and the letter card. The items used
were twelve new words., With this learning, N was
able to write two letters completely, receiving a two-

syllable sound. This learning procedure was found
to be more useful to him than the one described in -
Experiment II
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