Japanese Associ ation of Educational Psychol ogy

342 Jap. J. of Educ. Psychol., 1986, 34, 342—346

& H
WRE T 5L E matESI1TE O BA{%

OHF K B

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EMPATHY AND PROSOCIAL
BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN

Shigeo SAKURAI

The purpose of this study was to develop the Empathy Scale for Children (ESC)
and to examine positive relationship between prosocial behavior and empathy measured
by ESC. In Study I, the Empathy Scale for Children (ESC), a new self-report measure
of empathy in Japanese children, was constructed according to Bryant (1982) and Kato
and Takagi (1980). It was administered to 179 fifth and sixth graders; the factor
analysis revealed single-factor solution. This scale was also found to have sex difference
and high reliability. In Study II, ESC, Sakurai’s (1984) Social Desirability Scale for
Children (SDSC), and prosocial behavior inventory using method of peer nomination
were administered to 156 fifth and sixth graders and the relationships were examined.
The partial correlation coefficient between ESC and total prosocial behavior points
controlled by SDSC and sex was significantly positive and it supported the hypothesis.

Key words: empathy, prosocial behavior, sex difference, social desirability, child-
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