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A DEVELOPMENTAL STUDY OF EMPATHY IN CHILDHOOD

Kiyoshi ASAKAWA AND Saori MATSUOKA

The present study was proposed to clarify the developmental change of empathy

in childhood. Subjects participating in this research were made of 120 first graders, 120
third graders, and 120 sixth graders at elementary school. Each subject was asked to
respond to Feshbach & Roe (1968)’s Affective Situation Test (AST). Empathy scores
among girls were found to be higher than those of boys in first and 6th graders.
Age X “In-and out-group” conditions interaction proved significant. This finding revealed

that the empathy score decreased with age under Qut-group condition. The empathy

scores in In-group increased from first to third grade, still showed no significant change

across upper grades. Similarity between sex and story figures had no significant effect

on the empathy scores in children. A qualitative analysis showed that 6th graders pre-

sented responses at a higher stage of empathic understandings of others than third graders.

No sex difference in children’s empathic understandings of others was seen.

Key words : Empathy, Developmental Change, Childhood, In-and Out-group difference.
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THIERVBEETRAL s, REEOMTE OfFRIZS
WThITok e 3, NELSHEERBIEETEL» -
7oh3, FEENFD LRI (12=30.05, dFf =2, p<.01),
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OMTHEML, B3 ORIEL 6 FAROHE R (X=
22.31, SD=1160) #3344 (X=1517, SD=13.5])
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